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Across the state of Kansas there are hundreds of 
small towns and hamlets. The history of the state is made 
up of the history of each of these communities. The story 
of Nicodemus is the story of the colored man in a habi t at 
to which th~ negro race was not accustomed. As far back in-
to the distant past as our knowledge of man goes, he has been 
on the move. Sometimes only small groups took part in these 
, '-
migrations while at other times whole tribes or nations 
swept down across a continent. Some migrations were warlike 
and death and destruction was the result of them. Other 
migrations were peaceable and the barbarians were absorbed 
into the general population and bee ea part of the country 
which they had invaded. The negroes came to Kansas and f ound 
their places among the white man as f armers, day labor ers, 
gardeners, redcaps, chauffers, private business men, and even 
public office holders. The skin of the colore d man is still 
black but he has taken on many of the traits of the white 
man.. His vote on any comrni ttee or at the poll is equal to 
that of his neighbor. The negro took his place as a pioneer 
and helped to hew from a re1?ellious front~er a mighty empire •. 
Like almost every comrnunity, the negro community of Nicodemus, 
Kansas, has a history of success and failures. The colored 
pioneer dreamed of the day his new town would become a great 
2 
city of the platns where his race could live in peace and 
freedom. His dream of a large city soon faded but the peace 
and freedom he longed for became a reality. 
The problem 
The purpose of this research was to gather, from 
realiable and authentic records, data necessary to write a 
history of the community of Nicodemus, Kansas. The purpose 
of the writer of this study was to (1) find out who the 
people of the Nicodemus colony were; {2} to determine from 
what section of the United States they came; {3) to answer 
the question of land ownership both as to early landowners 
and present landovmers; (4) to try to determine the reason 
why the negro migrated; and {5) the author wished t o give to 
the reader the original records in su ch a way as to depict 
the whole picture from the first of the migration to the 
present time. 
Reasons for the study 
']his study is of personal interest to me having 
observed negro people s ince childhood in my own home town. 
Today the white-black problem is before the general public 
and this issue has intensified my interest in this race •. 
The records of this community are to be found in a number 
of places. It was felt that there was a need to have a 
compilation of these facts. The negroes of the Nicodemus 
community are anxious to have such a work done and perhaps 
3 
others will find information of interest. w. J. Belleau of 
Fort Hays Kansas State College wrote a thesis in 1943, "The 
Nicodemus Colony of G'.ra.hara. County, Kansas, ti, in which a part 
of the history of Nicodemus appears . However, Belleau was 
interested in the educational and social phase of the com-
munity rather than a complete history. In this rresent 
research, the author desires to write a complete history of 
the coIJ¥Uunity as nearly as the existing records will permit. 
Limitations 
~he limi tations to such a study are obvious. Some 
of the early records are incomplete. An example of this 
may be f ound in the county superintendent's records for 
school statistics of the early period. Only the names of 
tW,o persons who attended the schools of the Nic odemus 
community appear in the records up to 1912. The newspapers 
of that period seem to be biased at different points. The 
members of the original colony are all decease d and they left 
no written records . The testimony of others cannot be 
relied upon completely f or such things as dates. It is the 
limitation of all studies of this kind that after the thesis 
has been written there may be dat a in existence which have 
not been found but which might make the study more complete. 
4 
Related studies or resea.ncb'. 
This study is not the first to be made on the 
community of Nicodemus as has been pointed out in the section 
dealing with the reasons for the study. William J. Belleau 
in 1943 wrote a thesis in the Education Department on the 
subject nThe Nicodemus Colony of Graham County, Kansas. n· 
This was done at Fort Hays Kansas State College, Hays, Kansas 
and is munpublished master's thesis. This thesis deals to 
some extent with the period of colonization of 1877-90, the 
period of decline, and contemporary life of the community. 
L.ee Ella Blake wrote upon the subject ''The Great Exodus of 
1879 and 1880 to Kansas." This is an umpublished master's 
thesis, Kansas State College, Manhattan, Kansas, 1942. Charles 
L~ Shepard's unpublished master's t e sis, nThe Educational 
Status of The Negro in Kansas," mentions the commu.ni ty of 
Nicodemus. It was writtem in 1934 at Kansas State Teacher's 
College, Bnporia, Kansas • .A:n' account of the negro problem 
from 1854 to the present time with attention given to the 
Civil War period and the Exodus was written by L. G. Smith, 
"The Early Negro in Kansa," of the University of Wichita, 
Wichita, Kansas, in 1932. The colony in Graham C,ounty is 
mentioned in this study. Nell Blythe Waldron of North-
western University, Evanston, Illinois wrote upon the subject, 
"Colonization in Kansas from 1861 to 1890, tr in which a 
short discussion of Nicodemus appears. No elaboration of 
this negro colony appears in this study. It is an 




In 1865 slavery was forever prohibited, by an 
amenchnent to the constitut ion, in every place within the 
jurisdiction of the United States. A Free dman's Bure au 
was set up and continued in operation for several years 
after the Civil War for guidence and maintenance to the 
thousands of colored people. After a per iod of over a 
decade, the negroes grew weary of the restrictions and 
disadvantages under which they continually labor e d . Tne 
stories, of better opportunities fo r them, coming out of 
the North was a source of excitement to them. In some 
sections of the Southland, the ex-slave s sacri f i ce d every-
thing in order to raise money to mi grate to what t hey 
considered the land of rest and plenty. Some f reedme.n 
opposed migration to the North but the thought of a bet t er 
chance to live was enough to turn a s ide their arguments . 
Fredrick Douglas (1817-1895), a re f ormer and di plomat, was 
one who opposed this mass mi grat i on. 1 The movement of the 
negroes from the South to the North from about 1870 to 
1880 was known as the "Exodus." 
1. 
(Chicago : 
4. T. Andreas, History of The State of Kansas 
A. 'r. Andreas, 1883), p-.-291. 
d-haJ?a.ct,er and r eason for - t-he "Exo-dus-11 1 
The negro migration movement had been under way 
since the Civil War though it had the appearanc e of being 
unorganized and without a system. There were f or ces at 
,7 
wo rk which kept the minds of the negr oes i nf lamed. Various 
theories have been advanced to account f or this movement. 2 
One theory insisted that it was due mainly to t he los s of 
political power by t h e negr oe s af'ter the reconstruction 
period. A second theory contende d the negroes ~ere encourag-
ed to move by uns crupulous politicians in s ome of the 
Northern state s in order to secure votes in close elections. 
A third theory held that land speculators from the states 
west of the Mis sissippi River circu l ated alluri ng reports 
with f antastic promises. Gove rnor ~ohn arshall Stone , in 
bis report to the state legislature of Mississippi in 1880 , 
attributed the movement to a partial failure of the cotton 
crop in portions of the state , and the low prices received 
f or it. This, he said, created a feeling of discontent among 
plantation laborers and c aused some to abandon their crop~ 
and seek homes in the West. A fifth t heory was that the colored 
people who had f ound homes in the North and Wes t had written 
2 • . Frank W. Blackmar, Kansas! Cyclopedi a of State 
History, Embracing Events, Institutions , Industries, Counties, 
Cities, Towns, Prominent Pers ons, Etc. (Cluc ago: Standard 
Publishing Company, Zc 191YJ, II,p. 339. 
8 
to their friends in the South and encouraged them to leave. 
The Senate of the United States appointed a committee 
in 1880 to investigate the causes of the nExodus . 11 The 
committee was composed of Danile W. Voorhees of Indiana, 
George H. Pendleton of Ohio, Zebulon B. Vance of North Carolina, 
William Windom of Minnesota, and Henry W. Blair of New Hemp shire. 
The committee printed 1667 pages of testimony. 3 The majority 
report held that the principal cuase of the migration was 
the colonizing of the negroes in some of the Northern states 
for political purposes. It was made to appear that Governor 
John St. John of Kansas had been instrumental in inducing mmy 
of the negroes to come to Kansas. A colored witness, formerly 
of Texas, produced a letter from the governor in which he 
advised him that if his pe ople were com·ng to Kansas , they 
should come in their private conveyances a.~d bring their 
own household goods and plows. Governor St . John warned him 
that he off ered no inducements to whites or bl acks to come 
to Kansas.4 About fifty witnesses were taken from Kansas 
to Washington. The examination of the comnrl. ttee lasted six 
months at a cost of thirty thousand dollars. One hundred 
and fifty nine witnes s es were examined. 5 
3. I. o. Pickering, 11 The .Administration of John P. 
St. John, u, The Kansas Hi storical Collection_, I X (1906), 386. 
4. Blackmar, ££• cit., P• 341. 
5. Pickering , £E.· cit., P • 386. 
9 
The forgoing theories of the causes of the "Exodus't 
have not taken into account a very vital reason, that of the 
oppression of the negroes by the whites. The migration 
spirit had ·been grow. ng in the hearts of the ex-slaves for a 
long time. Colored men met in lonely cabins, in rudely 
constructed churches with sentinels placed on guard to give. 
warning of the approach of hostile white men. They also met 
in secret clubs in the dark hours of t he night to make plans 
to escape from their cruel injustices. "There was no hope, 
bread, or protection f or the colored man or his family. Liberty 
bad become a mockery; emancipation, a curse; free dom a delusion."6 
There seemed to be but one opinion among these people. The 
law and society were against them. For the time being, it 
looked as if there was no free dom, no safety , or free expres-
sion of opinion for the men who had been given t heir freedom 
by a constitut ional runendment. The Southern whites were sus-
picious of any meetings of the colored men and believed they 
were planning to plot mischief against them. The young white 
men, urged on by the older men, became night riders. In some 
localities, on cotton land worth ten dollars an acre, the negro 
tenant had to pay six dollars rent. Many of the negroes 
6. Kicking Bird, · "The Hegira of The Negro," The 
Kansas Monthly, (January, 1880), 9. 
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could not read nor write and were cheated out of the small 
wages the landowners owed them. 7 There were exceptions to 
this sort of thiing but the stories in general were the same. 
Young negroes were arrested upon the most trivial, trumped 
up charges and fined from twenty to twenty-five dollars . 
This fine had to be worked out at twenty-five cents per day 
and as a result the prisons and poor farms were f illed. 
There are accounts where the property of the negro, worth one 
thousand dollars, was taxed the same amount as the white 
8 neighbor's land worth thirty thousand dollars. 
In this period atrocious crimes were committed which 
would not have been permitted in the days of slavery. The 
following incidents illustrate this fact:· Six colored men 
rented a small S.outhern plantation. They worked the land 
and their er.ops were goo d. The time came for settlement 
and t hey asked f or the payment o f money due them. The 
owner declared that they would be cleaned out. A f ew days 
later they were hung . Their bodies were strapped to a raft 
which was floated down the Missis sippi River with a warning 
attached to it for the benefit of smart "niggers." In 
another case a farmer and his two sons were asked by a white 
gentlemen to vote for a certain party with a reward of two 
7. Bird,~• cit., p. 10. 
8. · ~-, p . 11. 
11 
dollars apiece. They refused to sell out and were murdered. 9 
A poor colored man came to T.opeka from Mississippi and built 
a small shanty then returned to the South for his family. 
The night riders rode around and seized him, chopped off his 
hands and threw them back in his face wi th these words , 
11 "There, d __ you, take them back to bleeding Kansas with you." 
The feeling of the negro can be summed up thus: An old ex-
slave of the South approached a governor of one of the North-
ern states with his story of cruelty and wrong . The governcr 
suggested to the old man that the c.limate was bette;r- suited 
to the negroes in the South and that there were few jobs 
available and offered to buy the negro 1 s transportation 
back to the South. T.ears f illed the eyes of the old man and 
in agony of soul, he said, "Foah, God, Massa, you can shoot 
me down in dese here tracks, but to return to the South , I 
never will. n·ll 
The work of the Tennessee Real Estate and Homestead 
Association played a part in helping the negroes to 1nigrate. 
As early as 1869 , they purchased small farms in Tennessee 
and encouraged t he fre ,edmen to become ovmers of t heir own 
property. This undertaking was soon given up by the 
9. Horatio Rust's S.crap ~' n,Negro Exodus Matters 
1880," In The Kansas Historical Society Archives, Topeka, 
Kansas, p. 97. 
10. Bird, ,SE• ill•, P• 12. 
11. !ill·, p. 12. 
Association and Kansas became the grounds of operation. 
After a state convention was held, a committee was appointed 
to visit Kansas. The reports of this committee were favor-
able and a few families started for Kansas. The President 
of the Tennessee Real Estate and Homestead Association, 
Benjamin tt.Pap 11 Singleton, was to play a very large part in 
the "Exodus." In 1873 Singleton came to inspect Kansas. 
Benjamin Singleton was so active in helping his race 
get to Kansas that he is called the nFather of the 1Exodus. 111 1.2 
A.s a slave, Singleton became a carpenter and cabinet maker. 
He felt as though he was capable of making a living f or himself 
and ran away from his master and went to Canada. After stay-
ing in Canada a short time, he moved to Detroit, Michi gan, 
where he became interested in the welfare of his own people. 13 
He started the agitation to get the colored f amilies to move. 
This was in 1869. He took a direct hand in helping to move 
eight thousand negroes out of Tennessee. 14 When Singleton 
came to Kansas in 1873, he was so impressed that he re turned 
East and in the fall of the same year he lead a colony of 
12. Blackmar, £E,• ~-, P• 339. 
13. Roy Garvin, "Benjamin, or 'Pap' Singleton and His 
Followers," The Journal of Negro History, Reprint Pamphlet, 
XXXIII (January, 1948) , p.°8 . 
1~ .• Pickering , 2£• cit., p. 385. 
13 
some three hundred negroes to the state. Most of the 
negroes of that colony settled in Cherokee County and founded 
Singleton I s Colony. S.ome of the group went to T.opeka and 
founded Tennessee Town. In 1874, he f ounded Dunlap Colony in 
Morris and Lyons Counties. 15 The editor of the Commonwealth, 
a Topeka, Kansas paper, printed a letter July 31, 1879, written 
to him by Pap Singleton in which the latter said that in his 
opini on that ·about eighty thousand to one hundred thousand 
emigrants would come North from the South that fall, the next 
spring, and summer. "My people are now waked up to their> sense 
of duty, and the day is past and gone when they can be gobbled 
up with fair promises and nothing done at the end of the year. 1116 
He declared that his people had seen the light and was guided 
by -that light which led on to the promised land . 
On June 6, 1885, Singleton organized a society kno,m as 
The United Trans-Atlantic Society. The purpose of t his society 
was to arrange for and induce migrations among the people of 
African descent from this country to Africa. He felt that 
they might enjoy a greater political and social freedom by 
colonizing and at the same time carry the seeds of liberty and 
15. Garvin, .2.E• .£.!.!., p . 8. 
16. A. letter to the editor by Benjamin Singleton in 
The Commonwealth, July 31, 1879. 
17 the light of civilization to a benighted country. · Singleton 
spent his last days in Topeka. He was poor and needy. He 
attempted to raise money at picnics and other public gather-
ings of negroes for his own personal needs. He died in 
Topeka in 1892 and except f or a news story of his passing 
in a local newspaper, the Black Moses of his pe ople would 
have died forgotten and unknown. 18 
The Fe.deral Census of 1870 showed 17,108 negroes in 
Kansas. Many people 01' the colored race mi grated to Kansas 
from the South in 1874 but the grand rush of the "Exodus" came 
in 1879. These people were poor, homeless, trustful., and dis-
played the traits of their race in unfailing cheerfulness and 
19 
childlike trust in Providence. An account states that as 
early as February 1879 every boat up the Mississippi and 
the Missouri rivers was laden with hundreds of human cargo 
headed for the free state of Kansas and the home of John 
· 20 
Brown. As many as eleven negro colonies were es t ablished 
in the state. Senator Ingalls, of Kansas, is reported to 
17. Benjamin Singleton's Scrap~., in the Kansas 
Historical Society Archives, Topeka, Kansas, no complete 






Garvin, .2.E.• cit., P• 23. 
William E. Connelley., History of Kansas and People 
The American Historical Society, Inc., 1928), II, 
Garvin, .2.E• ill_., p. 10. 
have said that there was no class prejud.icies or any feeling 
of hostility to the colored people that would prevent them 
being cordially welcomed as an element of the population. 
He said the state had an era of about eighty-one t housand 
square miles, compri s ing fifty-five millions of acres of 
arable land, of which not more than one-tenth had been 
reduced to cultivation. The remainder, he declared, was open 
to settlement under the Homestead Act, requiring f ive years 
residence before title could be secured, and that he was 
inclined to think the state could absorb one hundred 
thousand of the negro people without seri ous injury or 
inconvenience. 21 
The sudden sta~pede of the colored population of the 
Southern states northward attracted the attention of the 
press and through it the attention of t he people all over 
the country. A boat load of negroes were unlo aded at the 
Wyandotte warf in the early spring of 1879. Their arrival 
in Kansas was unher.alded and unexpected. There were reports 
out to the effect that agents had been sent out to solicit 
their coming and that the railroads had urged their coming . 
These reports were absurd and had no basis . Kansas had its 
hands full to feed and shelter those who came voluntarily 
21. Robert Taft, "The Pictorial Recor d of The Old West ," 
Historical Quarterly, XIV (August, 1946), p. 247. 
16 
to the state, and who could not pay their own way . The rail-
road companies advertised f or anyone to come and buy t heir 
land, and not those who were objects of charity. 22 Governor 
John P. St. John, in a letter to one, J. M. Cavaness, dated 
March 23, 1880, states that the first intimation that he had 
of such a mass movement tn Kansas was the landing of the boat 
load of negroes at Wyandotte the spring bef ore. He declared 
that in all communications, to both white and black, he had 
advised them not to come to Kansas in a state of destitut ion. 23 
Governor St . John's letter also r evealed his attitude toward 
the nE.x.o dus. 0 He said that as long as he was governor., 
there would never be placed at the portals of Kansas a 
sentinal to make politics, religion, race or color a condition 
precedent to the right of any human being to come within its 
boundary. He s t ated that, as a rule, t he negro was poor and 
without education but he had yet to see a colored man that 
did not know enough to love his country. The negro loved 
his flag and during the Civil War, when t he boys were foot-
sore and hungry, he was willing to divide his l as t crust 
of bread with them. 24 
The Wyandotte community was Et first indi gnant that 
22. J. s. Boughton, "Colored Emigration,"~ Kansas 
Monthly, (April, 1879), p . 53. 
23. A letter from Governor John P. St. John dated 
March 23, 1880, in The Commonwe alth, April 4, 1880. 
24. 12.£· ~-
17 
boat loads of paupers should be unloaded on them. These 
people were too poor to buy the necessities of life and the 
people of the state looked upon this influx as a calamity. 
Soon, however, a different spirit began to prevail and 
meetings were held in Lawrence, Wyandotte, Topeka, Manhattan, 
and other towns to devise ways to take care of the negroes 
who had sought he~e that security of li f e and labor which 
was refused them in the South. Kansas , true t o her principles 
which had made her a f ree state, opened wi de her arms to the 
weary negroe s . 25 
At a meeting held in the city of Lawrence, Kansas, 
the following resolutions were pass ed to devise ways and 
means to properly care for and provi de employment fo r the 
refugees: 
Resolve d , That we r egard the exo dus of the colore d 
people of the South legitimate result of t he inju s t ice 
practiced upon them, and since many of thes e people 
reach Kansas in poverty and suffering , we should be 
untrue to our history and to t he common dict ates of 
humanity if we di d not extend to them a cordi al wel-
come, and, so far as we are able to do so, relieve 
their distress and aid them to fi nd home s on the free 
soil of Kansas. 
Resolve d , That, as citiznes of a state secured t o 
free dom through suffering and blood, we protest against 
the injustice practiced upon the colored people of t he 
South, and will never ce ase to demand f or them the f ull 
recognition of their ci vil and politi cal rights. 
Resolved, That, we appeal to the people of the United 
States to aid in relieving the suf fering of , and in 
obtaining homes for, the de s ti t ute colored people· who 
find it necessary to f lee from the land of t heir 
25. Boughton, 2.£• .£!!., p. 53. 
oppressors, and seek protection of free institutions 
and equal laws . 
18 
Resolved, That in view of the fact that large numbers 
of these immigrants are arriving in Kansas in a destitute 
condition, and need our aid and direction to enable them 
to become self-sustaining , we believe that a state 
organization for this purpose should be eff ected at the 
earliest possible moment, and this philantropic work 
placed in the hands of an eff icient and responsible 
state and executive committee. 
Resolved, That a committee of seven persons be 
appointed by the chair to have local supervision of 
this matter in our city, and to confer and act with 
the local committees in securing a central state 26 organization to supervise and direct the whole business. 
Nicodemus Colony in Graham County, Kansas, was first 
established in 1877. In the year 1878, . Hodgeman Center and 
Morton City were founde d in Ho dgeman County. 1879 was a 
year in which many small negro "·towns" were built. Juniper 
Town, later called Mi s sissippi Town, Redmonsville, Rattlebone 
Hollow, and Hogg 1 s To,m were established in Kansas City. 
Mudtown and Scuffleton were built at Parsons, Kansas. 
Wabunsee Colony, northwest of Topeka, was also founde d in 1879 . 
There were also small colonies at Lawrence, Wyandotte, and in 
Coffey County. Little Coney Colony in Chautauqua County was 
not organized until 1881. It is said t h at during the spring 
of 1879, the negroes in the Wyandotte settlement died at the 
27 rate of over fifty a day. 
26. Bough t on, £1?.• cit., p. 53. 
27. Garvin,,££• Ell•, p. 14. 
19 
At different places in the South conventions of 
colored men were held to discuss the matter of the "Exodus.n 
One of these conventions met at New Orleans on April 17, 
1879. About two hundred delegates were there of whom one-
third were colored ministers. This meeting was full of 
contention and was described as being a turbulent gathering. 
It finally a dopted a resolution that it was the opinion of 
the convention that the colored people of the S.outh should 
migrate. It closed by appealing to the people f or material 
aid. The next month, May 5, 1879, saw another convention in 
Vicksburg, Mississippi. This meeting asserted the right of 
the colored man to emigrate where he pleased but urged the 
negroes to proceed in their movements as reasonable human 
beings. The meeting suggested that money for transportation 
and settlement be provi ded for in advance. The negro was 
told to sustain his reputation for honesty by preserving 
intact, until completion, contracts f or labor-leasing which 
had already been made. The convention made it plain that 
the reports that lands, mules, and money were awaiting the 
emigrants in Kansas and elsewhere without labor and without 
price were false. On the 7th of May, 1879 , a group of' 
colored men met in Nashville, Tennessee. This convention 
was attended by a large number of colored men f'rom the North. 
Most of the delegates were from Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, 
20 
Indiana, Illinois., Louisiana., Missis sippi, Missouri., 
Nebraska., Ohio., Oregon., Pennsylvania., Tennessee., and North 
1 . 28 Caro ina. The resolution passed by this meeti,ng was 
extremely radical. It demanded social and political equality 
for the colored people. It opposed separate s chool s f or the 
races and it recormnended that t he several states enact laws 
providing for compulsory education. One clause of their 
resolution asked Congre s s to appropriate f ive hundre d 
thousand dollars to help defray the expense of migration of 
the negroes of the South to those states and territories where 
they could enjoy all the rights guarant eed by the laws and 
cons t itution of the United States . 29 
In the North., and especially in Kansas., there were 
conventions but these meeting s were for a diff erent purpose. 
The convention in Lawrence has been described. On April 24, 
1879., an immense crowd assembled at the Opera House in Topeka., 
Kansas., to consider the perplexing negro problem. The inter-
est of the people was apparent by the number of people at the 
Opera House., which wa s crowded to capacity. Governor St. John 
was in charge of the meeting and in a few-well-timmed and 
appropriate remarks ~stated the obj ect of the meeting . It was 
well known at this time that there were several thousand colored 
28. Andreas. ~2.E..- cit., p. 291. 
29. Blackmar,££• _ill., p. 340. 
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people, who, finding it unbearable to live in the South, had 
quietly, under cover of night , abandoned their homes to seek 
protection and new homes on the soil of Kansas. Sat. Jiohn ex-
plained that there werethirteen hundred colored people in 
Wyandotte without shelter, bread, or money and that they were 
depending upon the charities of the Kansas people.. It was 
necessary, he sai d, that the meet ing take immediate action. 
There were other speeches made by Rev. J.E. Gilbert, Hon. 
Sidney Clarke, Rev. T., W: ., Henderson, Miss Susan B .. Anthony 
and others. Five hundred and thirty-three dollars were taken 
up by subscriptions. The report of the committee on resolu-
tions, which was aln1ost unanimoullf adopted read as follows: 
Whereas, L.arge numbers of colored people from the 
~outhern ~tates are daily coming into this city and 
state, many ·of whanare desti tute and dependent; therefore, 
Resolv ed, That as the state gove nment affor ds no 
means of extending special ·a1d to i mmigrating freemen, 
therefore it becomes nece $s ary for individual citizens 
to contribute their respective shares of the expense 
necessary to keep such as come from suffering, and 
transport them to localities wher e t hey may enjoy e qual 
rights and privileges with us, and we request the chair-
man of this meeting to appoint what shall be known as 
the Central Freedman's Committee, of which the governor 
shall · be chairman;. to receive such contributions of 
money, food, etc., as charitable citizens in all parts of 
the country shall contribute for distribution to said 
committee, or its agents as occasion may require, and 
this committee shall have authority to devise such other 
means as the urgency of tb8 occasion, and the needs of 
the people shall demand. 3 
30. News item in~ North Topeka Times, April 25, 
22 
By April, 1879, it was difficult to pick up a news-
paper published in an Eastern state which did not have a 
notice of one or more persons or f runi l ies who had left for 
Kansas. People had learned to believe in the f uture of the 
state and it -was not necessary to coax the oppressed S.outh-
erner to come to ICansas. Kansas had demonst r ated to the world 
time and again its ability to provide f or each citizen all 
the necessary items of life, a grand co1n1nonwe alth, growing 
and prosperous.31 
The first refuges to Kansas r e ached Wyandotte in 
the beginning of April, 1879, and by Augu s t 1 of the same 
year there were over seven t housand in the st at e . 32 The 
Kansas Freedman's Relief Association was organized as a 
corporate body at T'opeka, Kansas, May 8, 1879, and finally 
dissolved April 15, 1881. A, Mission Hous e and Barracks in 
North ~opeka were closed after May 1, 1881. The of ficers of 
the Kansas Freedman's Relief Associat i on were:: cJohn P .. S.t. 
John, Chairinan; John Francis, Treasurer; P. I. Bonebr ake; 
auditor; Albert H. Horton, Chief Justice; C. G. Foster, Unit ed 
States Districe Judge; James Smith, Secretary of State, J. C. 
Herbard, Secretary; Willard Davi s, Attorney General; N. C. 
McFarland, T. W. Henderson, and J.B. Jetmore, Board of Directors~: 
31.. J .. s. Bouahton, ,rimmigration to Kans a s , 11 The Kansas 
Monthly, (April, 1879), P• 51. 
32. Andreas, £I?.• cit., p. 291. 
33. ~-, p. 292. 
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The directors of the Association for the relief of the 
freedman made public their addresses and most of their 
correspondence so as to keep the need before the people. 
The problem of the negro "Exodus'' had grown to national 
significance by this time. In organizing the association, 
they were prompted by two motives. The first motive was 
one of humanity. Many of the negroes were old and de crepity, 
many were young and he l pless; and with few exceptions, all 
were destitute. In the chilly days of early spring , 
hundreds were landed on the banks of the rivers after a long 
weary journey in whi ch hardships and privations were their 
lot. Many of them were sick. Hundreds were in need of 
food, clothing , and medical aid. The second motive of the 
association was to maintain the honored traditions of the 
state which had its conception and birth in the struggle 
for f reedom and equal rights f or the colored man. There 
was no effort on the part of the association to encourage 
mi gration to Kansas , but it did put before the colored 
people plain facts in hope of restraining a hegira based 
on delusions. An eff ort was made t o let them know that 
other Northern states had equal advantages for homes and 
for the laboring man.34 
Wabaunsee Colony, north and west of Topeka, was 
34. Andreas, 2£• cit., P• 291. 
established by the association. The land could be bought 
for $2.65 per acre. About thirty families moved to Wabaun-
see and settled on tracts of land of f orty acres each. The 
land settled upon was university land; one-tenth of the cost 
of the land had to be pai d down and the balance in nineteen 
years at seven per cent interest. The association furni shed 
teams, some agricultural i mpleme nt s, built barr acks to be used 
in common, and f urnished r at i ons fo r the negroes. The first 
payment was made by the associati on . This was an experiment 
and required a great amount of money. The association wa s 
not responsible f or the coloni es in Graham, Hodgeman, and 
Morris counties. By t he las t of June, 1879, the as sociati on 
had ai ded about three thousand negro e s and had received from 
all sources almost six thou sand dollars , ($5, 819. 70). On 
June 26, when this report was made, t h e need wa s for money 
with which to obtain shelt er, medical ai d , and tr a.nsport atim 
for the negroes to such place s where they coul d f ind employ-
ment. A large amount of clothing and blankets had been receiv-
ed and given to the needy . 35 
The barracks in North Topeka became over-crowded in 
spite of the eff orts of the as sociation; t he "Exodus II contin-
ued unabated thr ougp t h e winter of 1879- 80. During t hi s 
per iod about twenty-five thousand dollars were expended in 
relieving the negroes and i n aiding them t o secure employ-
35. Andre as,,££• ill•, P• 292. 
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ment. In March of 1880, from two to three hundred negroes 
landed in Topeka each week. There had already immigrated 
into Kansas between twenty thousand and twenty-five thousand. 
By the close of 1880 the number had increased to forty 
thousand. The association was greatly aided by Mrs. Elizabeth 
L. Comstock , Mr s . Laura S. Haviland and Mr. John M. Brown., 
Without the aid of both negroes and whites, the conditions 
would have heen deplorable. During the f irst year of the 
negroes' resi dence in Kansas, about one hundre d fifty thousand 
dollars were contributed f or t heir help . Perhaps the total 
earnings of the negroes during this perio d was about f orty 
thousand dollar~, or $2.25 per capita. Most of the ea.1~1ier 
refugees were from Missi ssippi, Texas, Tennessee, Louisiana, 
Georgia, and Alabama. All but a few of these people were 
field hands and could not do skilled labor . Most of those 
who came to Kansas during the winter of 1879- 80, were from 
Texas. Some of these were forwarded into other states.36 
The percentages, as to states, of the total number of im-
migrants for the years 1879 and 1880 were as follows:. 
Thirty percent from Mississippi , twenty per cent from 
Louisiana, five per cent each from Georgia and Alabama, and 
the remainder from the other Southern States. During this 
period, 1879-1880, the negroes had built some three hundred 
36. Andreas, 2E• cit., p. 292. 
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cabins and dugouts, counting those which yet were wi t hout 
roofs and floors. ~hey had plowed and fitted f or grain-
growing about three thousand acre s . By t h e spring of 1880, 
about one-third of the refugees were accounte d f or in t he 
above mentioned occupat ions. Of the t wo-thi r ds r emaining , 
about half congregate d in the towns of the stat e and the 
other half had found work as f arm-hands. About one out of 
37 every twenty· became t he owners of a small homes t e ad . 11 0n 
the whole, the negroes seem to have i mprove d their circum-
stances by the fli ght, though at t he expens e of much tempor-
ary discomfort. 1138 
Not every t hing connected wi t h the people of t he "Exodus " 
was unorganized . A fe w days prior to June 17 , 1879. A· group 
of one hundred leading colored men from t he s t ates of Mi ss-
is s i ppi and Alabaraa met wi th Governor St . John in t he Senate 
Chamber of the State House to discuss the possibility of more 
of their people comi ng to Kansas. They had been visiting 
other states f or the s am.e purpo s e. The governor t alked wi t h 
t hem for an hour and t old t hem what they coul d and what t hey 
could not expect in Kansas. The opinion of the group wa s 
that they had born their oppre ssion so l ong that they would 
die in the attempt to reach the land where they could be free 
3 7 •. B'1.ackmar, .£E. ill· , P • 340- 341. 
38. Leverett W. Spring , Kansas The Prelude to The 
War For The Union (Bo ston~ Houghton, Mi f flin and Company , 
TIIB01, p 73 07. 
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than to live in the South any longer.39 
Finally the plantation owners of the South became 
alarmed about the loss of labor and began to hold meetings 
to take steps to prevent the migration of more negroes. A 
dispatch from Natchez, Mississippi, dated May 3, 1897, stated 
that the negroe s of Tensas and Concordia Parishes were very 
anxious to leave for Kans as. Tbe , anonymous writer of the 
dispatch declared the negroes felt that Mississippi was not 
a safe place to live. They were not afraid of the immediate 
present but they felt there would be bloodshed at the time 
of the presidential election. Thousands of negroes were 
working at day labor, and contrary to their u sual cus tom 
were waiting for a boat to· caI'ry them away . At a moment's 
notice, they would throw down t heir hoe s and rush to the 
river bank. Th e whistle of a steamboat woul d send scores 
of them from the f ields. The boat captains now refused 
to take them on board. The landowners and the business 
men had placed a restPiction on the steamboat companies 
and tried to keep the negro in the South for f i el d work. The 
negroes had been wai ting f or two weeks and had been refused 
passage by almost every captain on the bi g river. Money was 
not the item, the planters had seen to it that the negroes 
would be kept in the South t his way. 4° 
39. Pickering , £I?.• cit ., p . 385. 
40. Ibid., p . 385 . 
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Rust described the situation as follows: 
Today there are from 10,000 to 30,000 people scattered 
along the banks of the great river desti t ute and starving, 
appealing with outstretched arms to every passing boat 
to carry them to the North, and they are told to stay 
where they are and die. 41 
In spite of these things, the negroes kept coming . 
In the records of the proceedings of the Board of Directors 
of the Kansas Freedman's Relief Association, 1879 , is an 
account of the desperation of the group. A Mr. Cary stated 
that he thought it V\Ould be well for someone to go to Indiana 
to persuade that state to absorb some of the "Exodus" and to 
try to turn a portion of the refugee emigration to that state. 
He felt that uPapu Singleton was the one to send. Singleton 
was present and stated at some length that he too thought he 
should be the one to go. He said that he had a pl easing 
face, was old and perfectly reliable, that the people of 
Indiana wanted to see his face, and that they should have the 
opportunity. He said he represented several hundred colored 
people in and about Nashville, Tennessee. An amount of 
fiften dollars was voted for the purpose of purchasing a 
ticket to Evansville, Indiana. The motion was changed to 
let old "pap" buy his own ticket and use the rest of the 
money as he wished . 4 2 From 1875 to 1800 Mr~ Singleton 
41. Rust , ~. cit • , p. L~6 ., 
42. Kansas Freedmen's Relief Association, rtMinutes of 
The Board of Directors," Kansas Historical Society Archives, 
~bpeka, Kansas, p. 25. 
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traveled back and forward between Kansas and Tennessee 
regularly every year and was instrumental in bringing to and 
finding homes for about ten thousand of his people in Kansas.43 
As 'early as June of 1879, it was being suggested that 
the Freedman's Relief Association disband. However, the more 
thoughtful felt that to do so would be dishonorable to the 
men composing it and dishonorable t o the state. The force 
of circumstances had caused the organization of the committee 
andtllerefore it was a product of the times. The work of 
this committee was a matter which could not be i gnore d and 
its continuence seemed to also be a necessity. 4~- On July 29 , 
1879, the Freedman's Relief Association received word from 
Mr. Arm.our-meat packer, of Kansas City, that one hundred and 
fifty more refugees had arrived and would be forwarded to 
~bpeka unless he heard other wise . Capt. J. M. Brown left 
on the afternoon train, July 30, for Kansas City with instruct-
ions from the committee to use all efforts to have them sent 
up the river into other states . The committee felt that it 
could not take care of any more refugees. 45 The same day , 
July 30, 1879 , Governor St. John of Kansas sent a letter to 
the Denver, Colorado, Tribune. He had received a telegram 
43. Andreas,££• cit., p . 292. 
41+. News item in ]he Commonwealth, June 28, 1879. 
45. Ibid., July 30, 1879. 
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from the editor of that paper on July 29. The editor 
wished to know if there was anything Denver could do to 
help in a financial way . Gover nor St. John stated that 
while the asso ciation for the relief of the negroes was 
still in need of funds, the greatest need was homes for 
the destitute freemen . The Governor said that he hoped the 
good people of Denver would be inclined to furnish employment 
for a hundred negroes. That, he said, would be worth a 
donation of one thousand dollars to the committee. At this 
date there were one hundred and f ifty negroes at the barracks 
in Nor th Topeka, one hundred and fifty at Kansas City, and 
three hundred more on boats between Topeka and St. Louis. 
What is needed f or them is homes or employment to 
enable them to provide for themselves. Kansas, as you 
are aware, having already furnished homes f or over five 
thousand, we find it somewhat difficult to procure places 
for them as fast as they arrive. In fact we have been 
unable to do so, and find quite a large number accumulat-46 
ing on our hands, which, of course, must be provided for. 
In January of 1880, the secretary of the Free dman 's 
Relief Association, Elizabeth L. Comstock, sent an urgent 
letter to Horatio N. Rust, Secretary of the Southern Refugee's 
Relief Association of Chi cago. At t his time the Kansas 
Association was in need of warm bedding and clothing . Lumber 
was needed to enlarge the over crowded barracks . There was 
46 . A letter from Governor John P. 8-t. John, of 
Kansas, to editor of a Denver, Colorado newspaper, in The 
Commonwealth, .August 5, 1879. 
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a special need for money and lumber to build a hospital as 
many of the negroes were sick and needed to be separated 
from the others. Lumber was neede d to finish small stone 
cottages the negroes were building f or t hemse lve s . These 
remained unfinished up to that time because l umber was so 
costly in the prairie state. During t he winter, many of the 
poor people had their feet · and f ingers frozen. Some were 
living in tents without blankets or beds. The urgent need 
was for lumber, money, warm bedding , overcoats, shoes and 
all _kind of clothing .4? The winter wa s very severe, many 
lost their lives. There is one account of a negro, Joseph 
Jefferson, whose feet h ad been frozen off and who had to 
. 48 walk around on his knees. 
By now the 11Exodusn problem had reached wi de proport-
ions. The people of England sent t ons of packages to America 
to aid the negroes. On January 9, 1880, Mr. Ryan of Kansas , 
introduced a bill to exempt all contributions from England 
of import duty.49 
On February 7, 1880, The Freedman's Educational Society 
Incorporated was organizect. 50 The purpose of thi s organizat-
ion was · to. 'inaugurate a system of free night s chools f or all 
L~ 7. Rust, 5?l?,. cit . , p . 59. 
48. Ibid ., p. 51. 
49. News item in The Commonwealth, February 15, 1880. 
50. ~.,, February 20, 1880. 
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negroes who, because of age or business, were not permitted 
to attend day schools. A. second purpose of t he so ciety was 
to cr ganize industrial schools f or women and gi r ls. They 
were to be taught cooking , household work, chambermaid work, 
sewing , and housekeeping . Third, the society was to erect 
plain, substantial buildings to be used as school houses. 
Fourth, libraries and reading rooms were to be establi shed 
for the advancement of the colored people in general in-
telligence and useful inf ormation. The Board of Directors 
was composed of James E. Gilbert, President ; F. w. Giles, 
Vice President; Mrs. Juliet M. Clark , Cor. Secretary; A. 
Prescott, Treasurer; Mary E •. Griffith, Supt.; E. H. Blake , 
51 Jiames Sury, J •. R. Swallow, and A. B. Jetmore. · 
The Exodists were blamed f or coming t o Kansas at 
such an unreasonable time of t he year. It was hard t o f ind 
employment and shelter in the country or even in town. It 
seems that the colored people should have wai~ed until 
spring in every case but it must be- remembered that they 
were obliged to make their contracts at Christmas time f or 
the year. If they leased land at all or made any sort of 
labor -contract, ·it- had to be for the entire year. 52 The 
"EXodus" of the negro people continued unt il the spring of 
51. Item in 'lrh.~ Commonwealth, February 7, 18'80. 
,52. Bird, £1?.• cit., p. 
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1882?3 Crop failures in the state of Sout h Ca.1~01ina in 1881 
caus ed a few negroe s to migrate to Kans as . Anothe r migrat i on 
took place in 1886 but it was insi gni f icant when comra. r ed t o 
the great hegira of 1879. 54 
Negro populatfon of the state 
In 1860, when the Uni t ed States was in an upheaval 
over the place the negro was to occupy in it s democracy , t he 
negro population of Kansas was 625 free and 2 slaves : t he 
slaves were in Ander son County. :Ten ye ar s later , i n 1870 , 
the negro population had i ncreased t o 17,108 . Dur ing t he 
decade of the great "Exodus, tt 1870-1880 , t he negro pop-
ulat i on of the ante was more than doubl ed to 43 ,107. 55 
N-egr 0 popul at:fon of Graham County 
and Nicodemus township 
By 1880 , there were 484 negro people i n Graham County 
compared to 3,774 white s : 452 colored people wer e in Nicodemus 
township. In 1890, there wa s an increas e over t h e previous 
census report in t he number of color ed people i n Graham 
County : there were now 529; however, there wa s a decrease 
53.. Pickering , .2.E,• .£!!•, P• 385. 
54. Blackmar, .2.E,. .ill• , P • 341. 
55. Taken from The Census of the United St ates, 
population for the year'sle6o, 1870, and 1880., 
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in the number in the township, the number being 300. There 
was an increase in the county of 2 and an increase of 4 in 
the township by 1900; the census gives the county population 
as 531 negroes and the township as 304~ By 1910, the negro 
population of Graham County had reached its peak. In that 
year, for the county there were 595; and f or the t ownshi p 402. 
The negroes now compri s ed 10.3 per cent of the county populat-
ion. By 1920, the colo·red people had decreased in number both 
' in the county and in the township. The number stood at 413 
for the county, and the 11population of Nicodemus t ownship, 
March 1, 1920, was 244.u56 The negroes in that year comprised 
only 5.4 per cent of the total population of Graham County. 
in 1930, the county had 429 negroes, 230 of which lived in 
Nicodemus township. The lowest population since 1880 was 
recorded in 1940. That year the county had 365 negroes 
while the township had but , 206.57 These facts are presented 
in tabulas form in Table I. 
56. The Statistical Roll of Kansas, 1920 (Graham, Grant 
and Gray Counties. Topeka: ~tePrinter, · 1920), pages not 
numbered. 
57., Taken from The Census of the United States, 
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SETTLEMENT OF NI CODEMUS 
Geography 
One hundre d years a go the We stern part of Kansas was 
consi dered a part of t h e gr e at American des er t . No a gr i cul t -
ural futu re wa s t h ough t p os s i b l e f or west er n Kansas . Washi n g -
ton Irving , an Ameri can h i s t ori an , 1783-1859 , toure d the vast 
trac t of country of whi ch Ka n s as wa s a part. He t h ou ght that 
it would alway s form a l awl es s i nterval b etween t he a b ode s of 
civilized man. Here would spring up new and mongre l rac es , 
civilized and savag e . The de c endants of these n ew races 
would be children of wondering hunters a nd trapper s , of 
fugitiv es from t he Sp a n ish and Ameri can fr on t iers , o f a dventur-
ers and desperadoes of e v ery class a n d c ount r y , yearly ejected 
from society into the wilderness. 5 8 
A half cent ury later this territory wa s t o be settl ed 
by hardy home s teaders whose liv elihood depen d e d on agr.i culture . 
Nic-odemus is located in Grah am County which is in t h e second 
tier of c ounties from the northern boundry and the four th f rom 
the western boundry in northwestern Kans as. It contains 
59 s ome 5 76,000 acres of land . The county is n amed in h on or 
58. Spring , .£E.• cit., p. 308 . 
59. An editorial in the Western Cyclone, May 13, 1886. 
of Captain John L. Graham of Company D, Eighth Kansas Infantry . 
He was killed in action at Chickamauga, September 19, 1853. 
Graham County was one of the thirty-four counties to be 
created by the legislature o f 1867 and was organized for 
civil purposes, April 1, 1880. The Comanche tribe of Indians 
occupied t his territory previous to the coming of the white 
man. In 1879, one could ride ·in any direction and never be 
obstructed by a wire fence. The roads did not f ollow section 
lines but were trails that f ollowed t he best route. The 
whole country was covered with buffalo grass . 60 
The principal timbered stream in the county was Bow 
Creek. Oak, Ash, Boxelder, Cottonwoo d , and Elm trees could 
be found along its banks. The county is abundant in sand-· 
stone and a magnesiam stone, which may be used for building . 
The latter is a yellow magnesiam limestone which may be sawed 
or planed soon after coming from the quarry but hardens, some-
what by exposure. Much sand is to be f ound in the county for 
building purposes. The soil is a dark loam, has a tendency 
toward being a little sandy, and is adapted for corn, wheat , 
rye, millet, and all kinds of vegetables. The natural grasses 
61 were buffalo, which was the most bountiful, and blue stem. 
Graham County is well adapted to agriculture and to stock 
60. A historical account in 'Tihe Hill City Times, August 
22, 1940. 
61. Andreas, .£.E• cit., p. 1060. 
39 
raising. The land is well watered. The surface of the land 
is undulating . About 80 per cent of the county might be class-
62 ified as upland and the other 20 per cent as bottom land. 
The Solomon River runs across the county from west to east . 
In an article published in a county newspaper in 1879, the 
editor said there were some indications of coal in the county. 
The climate, he said, is healthful, consumption cannot origin-
ate here and ·such diseases as malaria are unknown. He said 
that the idea of continuous high winds and parching droughts, 
that so troubled the early settlers, had been exploded . 
Water can be f ound less than 40 feet below the surface most 
any place in the county. 63 
The first settler came to Graham County and settled 
.on Bow Creek, May 18, 1872. 64 He was W. E. Ridgely, Sr. from 
Indiana. He settled on the southeast quarter of sec tion 1, 
. 65 
township 6, Range 21. His closest neighbors were at Logan, 
Kansas, some eight miles away. In No vember, 1876, when a census 
was taken, there were but seventy inhabitants in this terri-
tory. After Ridgely came to Graham county, he was followed 





Wes tern Cyclone, May 13, 1886. 
The Western~, May 22, 1879. 
Andreas,.££• cit., p. 1060. 
!!!]d City Times, August 22, 1940. 
and Norton counties. They too settled along Bow Creek. 
Among these early comers were Dr. k. Wilkinson, H. M. Wisdom, 
Fred Freyman, J. Morrison, T., C. Deshon, Chas. Smith, Mose 
Spear, Sr., Thomas Pool, o. G. Nevins, \¥rn . Stretch, James 
Griffie, Robert Boys, J. W. Henry, and z. T. Sperry . 66 In 
1873, the first crop was r aised by three of t hese men, Mr . 
Ri dgely, Mr. Wilkison, and Mr. Pool: the crop cons i s ted 
wholly of corn. Another of these men, Mr. Wisdom, es t ablished 
the f irst post office and bec ame t he f i rst postmaster in 
Graham County; the post office was on Bow Cr eek. On May 10, 
1874, a small group met at the home of J. A. Holloway and 
organized a sabboth school and elected Nett Spenc er a s Sunday 
School superintendent. That s ame year, school was hel d in 
what was later called the Nevins District No. 45 . Mis s Anna 
Smith became the first teacher. Two years lat er on Jul y 30, 
1876, a group met near the Houston pos t offi ce an d organi ze4 , 
under the direction of J. M. Br own, t he f irst chur ch society 
of the county. It became t he first Presbyter ian Church of 
67 
Graham County. 
From the summer of 1879 until April 1, 1880, the county 
was a part of Rooks -County as a municipal organization. A 
census was taken March 6, 1880. It was found that the area 
66. The Hill City Times, Sept. 8, 1949. 
67. Andreas, £12• _ill., p. 1061. 
41. 
now called _Graham County had its required number of people 
to fcrm a county. So on April 1, 1880 , by proclamation of 
Gov. John P. St . John a county organization was established 
with Millbrook as the temporary county seat . John P. Inlow, 
o. G. Nevins, and A. E. Moses were chosen as commissioners . 
68 
E •. P. McCabe became county Clerk. 
The plan to se't~le Nicodemus 
The settlement of Nicodemus was before the great 
"Exodus" of 1879. It was first settled in 1877 by the 
Nicodemus Town Company . That organization was formed that 
same year in the city of Topeka. 69 The comP3-ny first 
s ettled at Nicodemus , July JO, 1877. The town company was 
composed of W. H. Smith, President;. Berry Clark , Vice- President; 
S. P. Roundtree; Secretary ; and the Trustees were Jerry Alsup, 
70 Jeff Lindsey, and Wi lliam Edmonds. ~he obj ect of this 
organization was to: 
Induce these people of the overcrowded East to 
emigrate t o a free and independent land, where every 
man, woman and child could think speak, and worship God 
accor ding to the di ctates of their own conscience 1• and 
none would molest , hinder or make afrai d . To · such a land 
they have come ; here they are, free and happy, enjoying 
that which the Creator had intended f or all,--Liberty. 71 
68. Andreas, £2• cit ., p . 1060. 
69 . Western Cyclone, May 13, 1886 . 
70. Andreas, loc. cit. 
71. The We stern Cyclone, May 13, 1886 . 
'The flr s·t se'ttlement 
There were at least five groups of negro people who 
came to Nicodemus to make up the early settlements in 1877 
and 1878. The first and second groups came in 1877 and the 
other three the next year. The first group of 30 came from 
Topeka. w:. H. Srn.i th was president and z. T. Fletcher was 
secretary of the group. All 30 of these people were originally 
from Kentucky. They arrived in July of 1877. The second 
group was the larges t and consisted of some 350 negroes. 
W. R •. Hill, a.f'ter whom Hill City was later name9-, was the 
one responsible for getting this group to Graham County . 
The group was under the leadership of Rev. M. M. Bell. This 
group came ih September of 1877. The third group of 150 
negroes from Kentucky, in char ge o Hill, arrived in March 
of 1878. The fourth and f ifth groups came later that same 
year, 1878 . The fourth group was made up of 50 members all 
from Missouri. The fifth group of 25 members, under the lead-
ership of Rev. s. P. Roundtree, came from Kentucky. 72 
W.R. Hill, perhaps the most picturEftJ_ue man in the negro 
colony , was a white minister73 and a real estate dealer . Hill 
tried his hand at developing other communities before he 
72. The Tope~a Daily Journal, January 7, 1922. 
73. Garvin, £.E.• cit., p . 17. 
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decided upon trying to get the negro to come to Kansas. He 
was born in Excelsior Springs, Missouri, in 1840. 74 He 
died February 21, 1905 at East Lynne, Missouri. His burial 
was in the Hill City Cemetery. He engaged in the development 
of Hill city and of the county from this early date until 
1896 after which he entered the mining business in Colorado. 75 
Hill landed in what was to be Graham County on September 6, 
1876. On his first trip to the county he met James Henry~ a 
rich cattleman. Two days later, he was five miles north ·; v-:i.'Si ting 
the Collins ranch and on t he evening of the s ame day visited 
o. G. Nevins on Bow Creek .. He, no doubt, was. talking over 
plans for the negro at this time. He returne d to Topeka 
vi a Ellis and got together a number of negro people having in 
view the location of a city where Hil City now stands. On 
the 13th of December of the year o f 1876, 13 wagons pulled 
out of Topeka westward bound. January 13, 1877 f ound the 
company one mile east of Stockton in the worst blizzard the 
i . . .a1 76 h reg on ever experien c@Qe _When the first colony came tote 
site of Nicodemus many of them were extremely disappoint ed 
with what they found . Some had left good jobs and homes 
74., Nettie Craig , "Nicodemus," a manuscript obtained 
from W .. L •. Sayers, Hill City, Kansas. Future citations will 
appear as-Nettie Craig . 
75. Clippings to be f ound in the Hill City Library, 
Hill City, Kansas. 
76. Clippings on early Graham County, Hill City Library. 
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back at Topeka. A few of the negroes became angry with Hill 
and decided to hang him. He took refuge in the home of a 
friend he had known in earlier days in the South and finally 
escaped out the back door and macre his way to Coon Creek to 
the home of one, Mr. Rueben Lawlis. The story is that t hey 
hid him in the house and put the children outsi de to listen 
for the approach of the negroes. When the children gave the 
alarm Mr •. Lawlis ordered Frru.1.k Webb, who lived with them,' to 
hitch up the- team whi le Hill hi d under some hay. He was then 
77 taken in a wagon to Stockton. A quaint story is told of 
how Hill decided upon the location of his negro town. He had 
walked all afternoon trying to find the most favorable spot 
on which to locate the town. As the sun was dropping below 
the western hori zon, Hill was a dmiring the beauty of the West-
ern sunset. He lingered unti l night had settled around him. 
Then the tired man lay down to rest and think. He was awakened 
the next morning by the sun shining upon his face . He had 
found the perfect place.78 
The trip of the settlers to Nicodemus has been described 
by a lady, Mrs. Willianna Hickman, who came t o Graham County 
with the second group in September of 1877. 'l'hey left Ellis 
for Nicodemus traveling with (rented) horses and wagons . They 
I 
were two days on the way with no road to direct them. They 
traveled by compass. At night the men built f ires and sat 
77. The Hill City Times, August 22, 1940. 
78. Nettie Craig . 
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around them. They fired their guns t o keep the wild animals 
away. When they were almost there, Rev. D. Hickman, husband of 
Willianna, pointed out various clouds of smoke coming out of 
the ground and declare d it to be Ni co demus.79 
There are many estimates about the population of 
Nicodemus in tho se e arly days. The State Board of Agriculture 
estimated for the year 1877-78 that there were 600 in that 
place. Thi s fi gure included ~he entire negr o community. 80 
The Seneca Weekly Courier says, n;there are 800 in the colony 
and are all doin~ well."81 In a report of Nicodemus by the 
Kansas City Star, 500 was given as the number who came to 
live at this ne gro tovm. 82 Mrs. Ola Wilson, of Ni cod~3us, reported to the Hill City T.imes that ther•e v-ere 800. Nettie 
Craig gave the number as between 600 and 700 . 84 Other estimat es 
have been given but the offi cial census does not show any such 
number. One thing that has very often been over-looked in 
some of these reports is the number who left and did no t s tay 
to become a part of the community. One report i s given t o 
the eff ect that when the large group under Mr. Hill c ame to 
the site of Nicodemus, many of them were so di s appointed t hat 
Report 
79. The T~opeka Daily Capital, Augus t 29, 1937. 
80. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Firs t Biennial 
(Topeka: S.tate Printer, 1877-78 ), p . 463. 
81. The Weekly Courier (Seneca, Kans as) Sept. 17, 1880. 
82. The Kansas City Star, January 26, 1905. 
83. The Hill City Times, September 5, 1940. 
84. Nettie Craig . 
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the very next morning 60 f amilies began the long journey 
back to the railroad points to go back to eas ter n Kans as. 
It would seem. that the writers upon t he Nicodemus story 
either did not know about such facts or wi shed to conceal t hem. 85 
It has been said that Nico demus, in the history of t he 
colored peo ple of this country , is what Jamestown is in the 
history of the White colonization of this continent. I t was 
the first place where bl ack men, once s l aves , tried the seriou s 
86 experiment of settling upon public l ands of the United States. 
News spread t hrough the Southland as to all the mer it s of this 
vast prairie but ~erhaps little was sai d of the plagues and 
sufferings to be encountere d. About the s ame time the litt le 
group was starting out from To peka for Hill City , ment i oned 
before in this study, a group who h d come f rom Lexington, 
Kentucky, started from Topeka by rail to Ellis, Kansas, then 
by wagon to the site of Nico demus, some 40 mi les north , " t o 
establish a town of black men, by black men , and f or black men. n87 
The writer does not knowcf'any li s t of t he names of 
the members of this first colony. There were s even famili e s 






Nettie Crai g . 
Weekly Ch ampion, (Atchinson, Kansas) September 
w. L .• , Sayers, "The Black Pioneer," in the Bogue 
February 18 , 1932. 
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groups came to help organize the town that writers have been 
prone to group them toge ther as one group. In this first 
group were w. H .. Smith, Berry Clark, and s. P. Roundtree, who 
went back to bring the fifth group out. In that group were 
Jerry Alsup, Jef f Lindsey, and William Edmonds. 88 s_oon after 
this a few others joined this first group. Most likely these, 
came a few days or weeks after the first families had settled. 
Among the newcomers were Rev •. Silas Lee, and the families of 
Randall Smith, L,ewis and Henry Williams, Sam Garland, John 
89 
Samuels, Manuel Napeu, and Merrit Sadler. Some traveled 
from Ellis on foot, others in wagons they had shipped from 
Kentucky, and some hired frei ghters to haul them and their 
effects to their destination. They finally reached their 
goal just north of the south branch of the Solomon River. 
In this pioneer settlement there was no shelter of 
any kind, and no wells for water. W~nter would be setting 
in in only a few weeks so the first thing to do was to di g 
in. There was no lumber and no money to buy lumber i f it 
could be had. The next best thing would be to di g holes in 
the nlu:ffs or in the side of the hill.s. With pick and spade~ 
88. Andreas, . .££• .£1.i•, P• 1061. 
89. Garvin,.££• ill_., p. 17. 
they dug holes in the dry ground. They called the s e holes 
dugouts. They covered them with brush and dirt and moved 
in. It was not very goo d for human occupation, dirt , walls, 
ceilings , and floors, but it was home. No one under the laws 
of the great United States could move them out. They were 
not tenant people now but home owners, even though it was a 
hole in the ground. One thing seemed a big problem, how to 
get work. There was no one to employ labor. This was a 
country dominated by cowboys and occupied by cat t le ranches., 
One man who was disappointed with his lo t described it as a 
country infested with rat.tlesnakes, cyotes, and tarantulas, 
pestered by fleas and damned by Kansas drouths. It has been 
often said that the early pioneer of the pl ains was visited 
with all the plagues that were sen against the ancient 
Egyptians but of course this is an exaggeration. There were, 
however, hot winds and cold blizzards. Once in a while some-
one would start an alarm about the Indians. These same 
settlers were to know what it meant to put out a crop of corn 
and Ja bor with it until mid-summer arul then have the hot 
winds from Texas and Oklahoma burn it to dry and withered 
leaves in a day. Then again in winter the northern blizzard 
would come down from the Dakotas upon the dugouts, the sod 
houses, and the unprotected livestock and take its toll of 
life. These were some of the tests of the pioneer. Those 
who were willing to go through privations and hardships stayed. 




After getting the f irst group to Grab.am County, Mr., 
H:ill went to the Southland. There he told the negroes of 
the advantages of western Kansas. He told them that 160 
acres could be had for the asking . He said that horses were 
running wild and could be tamed and turned into beasts of 
burden for doing farm work . Wi l d garne was plentiful. The 
colored man clasped hands with the white man and was his 
equal •. There were no Jim Crow Laws to humiliate the race. 
He declare d that the land could be reclaimed with little 
effort and would yi el d a bounteous harvest . When the negroes 
got to the negro colony, they .found it a bit different from 
what had been described to t hem by Mr . Hill. Much of the 
wild game had passed on to other territory. For the most 
part, the white man was not there. 91 The buffalo disappeared 
at a very rapid rate .from Grab.am County. In 1874 they were 
gone. 92 Mr. William Kirtley who_ came to Kansas in November of 
1878, reported that he had seen only one buffalo in his life. 
90. The Bogue Messenger , February 25 , 1932. 
91. The Rooks County Record, March 29, 1934. 
92. The Hill City Times, August 22, 1940. 
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Mr~ Hill's story of wild horses had some basis, f or there 
wa s a herd of wild black horses which ran in the f lat j ust 
east of Bogue and south of Nicodemus. They-were l ar ge horses 
and had manes and tails which were so long they dr agged t he 
ground. Not one of this herd wa s e ver capture d by t he early 
settlers of the colony. 93 
The town company cho s e Nicodemus a s the name o f the 
new negro town in Graham County . Nico demus wa s the name 
of an African Prince. The pr i nce was brough t t o the shores 
of the United States in 1620 and sold as a sl ave. He declared 
that the white people would some day regret having enslaved 
the colored people. He became f amous a s being the f i r st 
slave set free in America. He bough t hi s fre edom. 94 
There has been a popular beli ef that the name Ni codemus was 
taken from the Bible be cau se t h e ne groes were reli gi ou s peopl e . 
The evidence points to the fact that this i s no t ture. 
One of the original member s of t he f i rs t colony 
observed in later yea:rs that he never s aw a colored man 
in the early day s who was not grim1ing , s ingi ng or pl aying . 
They sang plantation melodies , long s ince f orgotten, while 
they cooked their f ood on campfires.95 
93. The 1:!!1:.!, City Times, September 5, 1940~ 
94. Nettie Crai g . 
95. W. L. Chambers, ''Niles of Nicodemus," in Th e 
Oakley Graphic, December 4, 1931. 
Among the negroes who ea.me to Nicodemus was John 
Niles. He was a leader in the days when the town was built. 
Niles was a big , brown man, with a large head and t wo r ows of 
very white teeth. He had an unceasing flow of conversation. 
The bloo d of two races was mixed in him. He had t he energy 
of the white man but had preserved the gayety and the "devil-
take-everybody11 laugh o f the African. He did much in those 
days to keep the negroes on their claims. The sight o f his 
big frame, the twinkle of his eyes , and the shine of his 
teeth seeme d to sus tain t h e failing courage of t he dusky 
colonist. Mr. Niles claimed to be the underwriter of the 
colony. 96 At public gatherin': s , Niles was an agi t ator f or 
the recognition of the negroes in all phases of l ife . He 
believed the black race to be equ 1 if not superior t o the 
white race. He was noted f or his personali ty and his ability 
to f an- fai r it. On one occasion he borrowed money f r om the 
Rooks County Bank at Stockton, Kansas, on the pretense of 
having 1,500 bu she ls of corn. Mr. Jay J. Smyth of Iowa, 
the owner, was in the bank at t he time but Mr. C. C. Woo ds , 
his brother-in-law who ran the bank f or Mr . Smyth was away . 
He knew Mr. Woods would not let him have it f or no one had 
1881. 
96. The Weekly Cham.pion (Atchinson, Kansas), July 23, 
.. 
any corn in the country. When Mr. Woods returned, he swore 
out a warrant for Niles. A chase which ended in northwest 
Nebraska resulted in the return of Niles to Stockton. Niles 
plead his own case for three hours. He used the old theme 
of rights for everyone and won his case. Niles called a 
state convention of the negroes and fri ends of t he race to 
convene September 17, 1880, for the purpose of bringing sui t 
against the United States government. He felt that the life 
of the negro had been damaged as well as his property. Under 
these conditions, he thought that there s hould be compensation 
given to the race. The conventi on never convened. Niles 
finally went to Washington but soon made his way to Arkansas. 
There, he became involved by posing as an agent of emigration 
and as a salesman for railroad lane s. Thi s was in 1882. 
Because of the agitation and unrest he caused among the colored 
people he landed in jail. He was fi ned eight hundred dollars 
and the privilege of working out t he fine at twenty-five cents 
per day.97 
It was not long until many of the colonists began to 
build sod houses. These ha d one room, one door , and usually 
two windows , ei ght by ten inches. Usually the negro managed 
to get glass for his windows . The inside of the houses were 
97. The Oakley Graphic, December 4, 1931. 
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plastered with magnesia mi xed with sand. The negroes got 
the magnesia along the banks of the river. The floors were 
dirt. 98 ·Cheap pictures were on the walls . In 1881, The 
Weekly Champion stated that one saw there the colored print 
clothing , the 0 Janes" and ''Elizas,'t banished from town a 
good while ago. In the yard were numerous chicken coops made 
of corn stalks. Marigolds, bachelor Buttons, and four o'clooks 
- 99 grew in the front yard. Fleas were a source of di scomfort to 
the early settlers. It was next to impossible to keep the 
fleas out of the dugouts and sod houses. The negroes would 
sprinkle the walls and f loor of the house with water then 
sweep out all the fleas that they could. At different seasons, 
they were so thick that one dared not lie down on the grass . 100 
The settlers made most of their living the first two 
or three seasons by gathering buffalo bones . 11Hide Hunters" 
accounted fer the many tons of bones in Graham County. They 
hauled them to Wakeeney where they receive d about six dollars 
per ton for them. In 1879, a long s od stable was built that 
would take care of about twenty wagons at a time. A camp 
house was also built. Many times twenty wagons would be kept 
there all loaded with bones ready to go to Wakeeney. It was 
98. ~he filll City Times, September 5, 1940. 
99. Weekly Champion, July 23, 1881. 
100. The Hill City Times , September 5, 1940. 
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a common sight to see piled along the railraod, ready to be 
shipped, ricks of 
hundred feet long 
bones were ground 
buffalo bones twenty feet wide and two 
and as high as they could be thrown. The 
101 and used for fertilizer back East. 
The '':plowi " season presented a problem. One writer 
declared that the settlers of Nicodemus had but three horses 
in the community in 1877. 102 Other writers mention a few 
teams. 103 Nevertheless, t ho s e who had teams broke for them-
selves and others. Some were able to have a little work done 
for them by outsiders. Those who could not do better broke 
the ground with spades and grub- hoes . By the help of the 
women some families were able to get t wo or three 'acr~s by 
t his slow and l aboriou s process. The amount of land under 
cultivation averaged about six or seven acre s per family, 
104 ranging from t wenty acre s to one or t wo acres. One negro 
had a cow with which he broke an impr ved t welve acres of 
prairie and culti vated eight acres of corn. His wife drove 
t h e cow and kept the flies off . Another colored man spaded 
a four foot hedge row around a quart er section of l and. 105 
Some of the men would use an ax to make boles in the hard ground~ 
101. The Hill City Time s , September 5, 1940. 
1£2• Noble L. Pre~tis, ! History of Kansas (Winfield, 
Kans as: .!!:. P. Greer, publi sher , 1899 }, p . 153. 
1879. 
lOJ. The Daily J ournal (Lawrence , Kansas ), April JO , 
104. Ibi d. 
105. The Weekl y Couri er (Seneca, Kans as), Sept . 17, 1880. 
in which to drop the seeds. 
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By the time the negroes came to Graham County, there 
were cowboys herding cattle up and down the banks of the river. 
They were not too happy about thenegro coming and taking over 
and on a few 9ccasions became so angry they set fire to the 
107 prairie. When the colonists had taken over on the north 
side of the river, it shut a certain group of cowboys off 
from their ~ortion of water . This resulted in a dispute . 
The cowboys drove off some of the cattle which belonge d t o 
the negro settlers. Finally the negro men ret .:-a:Liated by 
capturing one of the herdsmen and holding him as a hostage 
until the cattle were returned. 108 Outside of a few minor 
incidents, this trouble was soon settled among the cowboys and 
the negroes. 
After the crops had been taken care of , the men would 
scatter out to other localities to find work. They were knovm 
to have walked to Colorado and to eastern Kansas . The women 
of the colony held down the claim while the men were gone. 109 
On one such ocas sion, the wanen of the colony were nearly 
out of food. They had a little rice and boiled , grounded, 
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came through the settlement on their way back to eastern 
Kansas from their annual hunt in the Rocky Mountains. The 
Indians had just received their quarterly subsistence supplies 
at Fort Ogallala and they shared with the negroes. 110 Many 
stories are told of heroic fights with blizzards to obtain 
flour and supplies from Stockton, Ellis, or Wakeeney. It was 
not uncommon for a negro man, in goo d weather to walk to Ellis, 
thirty miles away, and carry a sack of :flour and other pro-
visions on his shoulders back to his family. In the early 
days, the men spent much time in gathering fuel for the winter. 
The fuel consisted of buffalo chips, sunflower s , and willows of 
the thickness of a man's thumb. 111 
1880 was the year of the drouth. The negroes suffered. 
The colored man had bee~ accustome d to the sheltering woods 
of the Southland. The brovm prairie, the shallow Solomon, 
the fire-scorched and wind-twi sted cottonwoo ds must have looked 
d 1 t t th 1 . t b t 'h '"d · r 1· ,. 112 E · eso a e o e co oru. s u ey ai no0 incn. arlier 
in the spring a distribution of aid, f ood and clothing , took 
place at Gettysburg and at that time many of the negroes were 
in poverty and in want. The crop failure was a heavy blow 
to the community which had had no chance of building up any 
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,An appeal to the people of central and western Kansas: 
~e, the committee of Graham County Centr~l Aid Association, 
would respectfully call your attention to the present 
condition of our county (Graham). 
We here state facts as they actually exist. In most 
parts of the county the small grain for this year is a 
total fai lure, and t oday, the eighth of May, with very little 
corn up and still very dry, except in the north and the 
northeast part of our county, we may look for little or 
no corn unless we have rain soon. And such vegetables as 
are usually_ grown in gardens will be a total failure . 
Graham County has a population of nearly 4 , 000 persons 
most of whom c8l11e into the county cne year ago finding the 
county tn a state of nature and have raised nothing- or 
nearly nothing . And all, generally speaking , ar.e poor and 
are illy prepared to f a ce the ordeal which they are now 
pas sing through, and to day we have many families in our 
county who have nothing to eat but corn bread and water, 
and but very little bread. In consi deration of these 
facts we desire you to early consider this question, and 
if you disbelieve our statement, we ask you to send some-
one to investigate the matter f or you , and when you are 
satis f ied of the suffering which ac tually exists among us 
we implore you to aid us in our dire extremity. We, the 
committee have been appointed by the citizens to devise 
some means to bring i mmediate relief , and we have taken 
this means to call your attenti on to the mat te r , hoping 
that you will open your heart s to a suff ering and starv-
ing peo ple. Any ai d s ent us at our nearest rai lroad 
stations, either Wakeeney or Log an , directed to the Graham. 
County Aid Association , will reach us . Dr. Blatchly, 
President; T. J. Garnett, Sec'y; J.C. Steward, Treasurer ; 
R. T. Str~vers, G. W. Graham, S. Knowlton, m d John 
S.cott. 1_14-
In the spring of 1878, Z. T. Fletcher purchased a very 
small stock of goods from a Mr . Keeney who had set up a stcr e 
near Nicodemus. Mr. Fletcher used this s:;ock of goods to 
open up the f irst business of Nicodemus. This store was on 
115 
Spring Creek . In 1880, Fletcher was appointed postmaster 
1L4. The Western~, May 20, 1880. 
115. Nettie Craig . 
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of Nicoq.emus by ]resident Arthur.. The story is told that 
in those days the volume of mail was so small that Mrs. Fletcher 
carried all the mail in her apron pocket for safe keeping vnen 
they were away from the small off ice. Nicodemus was put on 
a star route. The mail carrier's pay was very small and at 
times it was hard to find anyone who would take the job. Mr. 
Fletcher would then walk to Ellis, after the mail had accumulat-
ed, and carry it to Nicodemus on his back. 117 The first post 
office at Nicodemus was a stone structure dug three feet in 
118 
the ground and extended three feet above ground. For a 
long time the colored people believed their post off ice to 
be the only one in the Unite d States with a negro postmaster 
but there were others. 
By the close of 1878 there were ten schools in Graham 
County. Six of these were in the Nicodemus community and all 
were held in dugouts. Of the other four, one was at Houston, 
two were on Bow Creek., and one was in township 21., range 6. 
houses . 119 School district 
commencing at the northeast 
All four of these were held in log 
number one was.·• ,.boti.nde d. as follow $:, 
corner of section 24, township 7, range 21; thence south to the 
116., The Western Cyclone., May 13, 1886. 
117. Kansas State Board of Agriculture,First Biennial 
Report, 1877-1878 (Topeka:. State Printer, 1878), p. [~64. 
118. The Hill City Times, Sept. 5, 1940. 
119. Kansas City Star, January 26, 1905. 
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southwest corner of section 34, tovmship 7, range 21; then west 
to the northwest corner of section 4, tovmship 8, range 21; 
thence south to the Solomon River; thence easterly along the 
course of said river to the east line of range 21; thence 
north to the place of beginning. 120 
In April of 1879, W. R. Hill brought another colony of 
negroes t@ WaKeeney for Nicodemus. There were only six 
families in that group. Hill told them before leaving Louis-
ville, Kentucky.,, that the frei ght bill would be pai d in advance 
and they had nothing to do but get off at WaKeeney and move 
along to their destination. When they got t o WaKeeney, the 
bill was not paid so they had to camp there f or a f ew days . 
One of the negroes grew very angry with Hill when the latter 
tried to pawn some of the goods to ~ay the bill. Hill left 
and the station agent said that the goo ds had to be sold to 
pay the frei ght bill . No account could be f ound as to what 
happened over this affai r but the report is t hat the f reight 
bill trouble came up every time Hill brought a group by rail. 
This small colony lost a team o f horses which became fri ght-
121 ened by an approaching train and ran away . It was reported 
that Hill paid expenses by collecting from more f ortunate 
families, as much as thirty dollars for locating on a hundred 
120. 11Record of School District Boundries, 11 in the 
office of County School Superintendent Graham County, Kansas •. 
121. The Commonwealth, April 9, 1879 . 
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and sixty acres of land that was being given free by the 
122 government. 
In March of 1879, Rev. SAlas M. Lee pastor of the 
Baptist Church, was sent out to solicit funds for relief., He 
went as far east as Osborne, Kansas and while there he declared 
that Nicodemus had thirty-five dwelling houses, one gener al 
store and post office., one real estate office, one hotel, 
two livery stables, and t wo churches. The Baptist Church 
had forty members and the Methodist had twenty-five. Rev. 
J. Meyers was pastor of t h e Methodist Church. 123 The First 
Baptist Church was organized in 1878 at Tom Johnson's farm. 
Later, the church was moved into town and in 1907 the present 
church building was built duri ng the pastorate of Rev. G. T •. 
Rarnsey. 124 The Metho dist Church was or ganized in 1879 wi t h 
five charter members: Charles Barter, Moses Wims and wife, 
Kitty, W.trs. Jennie Fletcher, and Mary Meyers. The church 
building was built by Rev. Charles Brown in 1888 •. 125 
By May of 1879, Western Star declared t hat t he 
choice claims of government land in Graham County had all 
been homesteaded and good land could only be had by buying 
out some prior settler. There was, however, l and inside the 
] .22. The Wichita Beacon, Octo ber 1, 1933. 
123. The Pioneer (Smith Center, Kansas), March 21,1879 
The name of Ilev. Myers appears i~correctly as Rev. Miles. 
124., The fil.11 City Times, SEit. 5, 1940. 
125. Nettie Craig . 
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railroad grant 's liw..its for sale. By an amendment of March 3, 
1879 , the limit of eighty acres for railroad land was extended 
to one hundred and sixty acres. The immigrants were instruct-
ed in that is sue of the Star how to proceed to obtain government 
lands. Every American citizen or alien who had declared his 
or her intentions of becoming a citi zen, who was the head of 
a ~amily or over twenty-one years of age, was entitled to one 
tract of land. There were three laws under which one might 
obtain land from the United States government . They were the 
Preemption, Homestead , and Timber Claim laws . The negroes were 
told to be sure they selected a piece of land which suited 
them before f iling on it. When one entry of any kind was ma de , 
the indivi dual exhausted his rights under t he law. The govern-
ment fee f or fil i ng of a Timber En r y of e i ghty acres o.r less 
was five dollars. Over eighty dollars co s t ten dollars to 
which a coimnission of f our dollars was added regardless of 
area or .value . The fee for eighty acres on a Homest ead Entry 
was five dollars. For more than eighty acres , the f ee was 
ten dollars plus a t wo per cent commission on price of the 
126 land. 
126. The Western Star, May 22, 1879. 
At a meeting of the Grab.run County Commissioners on 
April 13, 1880, O. G. Nevens moved that the second commissioner's 
district be divided into three townshi ps. The name of the 
first township to be Nicodemus and that it should be bounded 
thus: commencing at the northeast corner of section 24, town-
ship 7, range 21 west; thence west to northwes t corner of 
section 24, township 7, range 22, thence south to southeast 
corner of section 2, t ownship 9, range 22 we st; thence east to 
county line, then north to the place of beginning . He moved 
that the voting place be at the town of Nicodemus. 127 
On May 12, 1880, the town plat was brought before E. P. 
McCabe, to be notarized. The plat contained the names of 
D. N. Minor, surveyor, L. L. Dike, and I. I. Vanors doll, 
chainmen, and Hiram Burley, axrnan. The names of the streets 
of Nicodemus from east to west are: First, Second, Third, 
Fourth, Fifth, S~xth, and S.eventh. The names of the streets 
from north to south are~ North Avenue, Washington, Adams, 
. 128 
Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, and Jackson. The blocks were 
three hundred by three hundred and t wenty feet. The lots 
were twenty-five by one hundred and fifty feet except one 
127. 11 Commissioner 1 s Docket,tr number one, in Graham 
County Records, Hill City, Kansas. 
128. 11Plat of Nicodemus, Graham County, Kansas, u in 
the Plat Book of Rooks County, Stockton, Kansas. 
and twenty~four in blocks 12, 17, 26 , 31 , 40, and 45 which 
were less than t wenty-five feet wide. The blocks were 
numbered one to f orty-nine. 129 
One June 1, 1880, the first el ection in Graham County 
was held. Off icers elected were: Representative, J. L. Walton; 
Commissioners, A. Mort, G. W. Morehouse , and J. N. Glover; 
County Clerk was John Depard; County Attorney , J. R. Mccowen; 
Registor of Deeds, H.J. Harrvi; Treasurer, L. Thoman; Surveyor, 
L-. Pritchard; Sheriff, E. A. Moses; Coroner, Dr. Butterfield; 
Probate Judge, Jame s Gordan.l30 
There was very- little need for law enforcement among 
the peace-lo ving negroes. From the time the first negro 
came to Graham County until 1882 there was not a deatp by 
violence among them. Other commu ities could not boast of 
such a record. Mitchell Hopson, a colored man, killed Theodore 
Rudman in 1882. The difficulty was over Rudman putting up 
some of Hopson 1 s hogs. Hopson shot his victim with a Colt's 
pistol. He was tried by Justice Currie and bound over to the 
next term of the District Court of Graham County. He was 
confined in the jail of Ellis County. On the 4th of December, 
1Se2, he was struck on the head with a hammer by one of the 
officers while trying to escape and died the same day. S,ore 
J129. 11 Plat of Nicodemus, Graham - County , Kansas," in the 
Plat Book, number one, of Graham County, Hill City, Kansas., 
130. Andreas, £.E• ill•, p. 1060-1061. 
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outside friends tried to effect h;i.s escape by giving him a 
131 large hammer, a knife, and a large package of red pepper . 
Where the negr.03 caine from and 
early Land owrie.rs 
At the time of the taking of the Federal Census in 
June, 1880 , there were at leas-tone hundred and f orty-nine 
families in the Nicodemus community. The average number of 
members in the fami lies was between four and f ive. This 
number included the parents. The largest family , that of 
Mr . William Brown, a stone mason, had eleven members . Several 
families boasted of nine in the home. The families of Rev. 
Silas Lee and Rev. Dani:el Hickman were two of those with nine 
members. Of the children in t he colony, thirty-six had been 
born in Kansas. The average age of men in the colony, over 
twenty-one years of age , was forty years and four months. 
The men who came t o western Kansas were comparatively young 
men and this was a factor in helping to conquer this new 
land. Dr . C.H. Newth, a white man, who played an important 
roll in the early days , was but t wenty-three years old at 
the time of the census. There were only a few old men at 
this time among the colonists. The oldest was eighty-five 
years old. Ninety-two families were from Kentucky. Virginia 
131. Andreas, .9.E.• cit., p . 1061. 
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was represented by ten families. Seven families came from 
Missouri, Six from Tennessee, and Five from Ohio. There were 
three families each from Illinois, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
and Vermont. Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina was 
represented by two families each. One family each came 
from Georgia, Indiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
and New York . Two families came to the Nicodemus colony 
from Italy, two from Sweden, one from France, and one from 
132 England, Dr. C. H. Newth. Of thoo e whose names appear on 
the census of 1880, only about f orty secured patents for the 
land from the United States Government. Of this number, 
all bad at least a qu arter section of land and two colored 
men had a quarter and a hal f apiece. The earlie s t date of 
transfer on the record books is August 2, 1884 . Hiram. Travis 
had the record of transfer recorded .on that date. His land 
was the nqrtbeast, northwest , and southwest , forty of the north-
west quarter of section 19, township 7, range 21, and the north--
west forty of the southwest quarter of section nineteen. 
Less than thirty people whose nrunes appear on the books of the 
tenth census in 1880, bought lots in the town of Nicodemus 
as original owners. 133 All those who bought lots di d so 
132. See Appendi x A, page 96 . 
133. "Trans f er Records of L.ots, 11 number A, City of 
Nicodemus, Graham County, Kansas, p. 55-100. 
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from James Gordan, Probate Judge, who secured the entire one 
hundred and sixty acres for the benefit of the inhabitants 
of Nicodemus townsh ip. 134 From the names of land owners and 
lot owners of the present day, there is reason to believe 
tha t many more of the orig inal colonists bought up land 
from those who secure d the patent. Such names as Scruggs , 
Williams, Wi lsons, Moores, Garlan d, Napue, Switzer, Robinson, 
and Smith are still to b e f ound along with many o ther names. 
Much of the land belongs to the descendants of these early 
settlers and has never pas s e d out of the family. 
134. "Record of Final Receipts, m book A, Graham 
County, Hill City, Kansas, p. 54. 
CHAPTER IV 
DEVELOPMENT OF COMMUNITY 
Outstanding citizens 
Frederich Douglas, famous leader of the negroes once 
said, ''The black man must not be measured from the height, 
135 but from the depth be has come." He further said that 
when a man was hungry he could not study bis books. No doubt 
the colored people were emancipated under unfavor able 
condtions. The freedom did not come altogether f rom sacred 
moral choice but by conflict. The colored man was equal to 
the task of ad justing t o his society. Nicodemu s has produced 
men of character and personality of which any community would 
be honored to claim. In 1880, E. P. McC abe , who had come to 
Nicodemus in 1879 along with Abram T. Hall, bec rune temporary 
County Clerk to help organize Graham County. November 8, 1881, 
McCab\e was elected to a state office becoming the first colored 
man to be elected to a state office in a Northern state. He 
served as S.tate Audi tor from 1882 to 1886. 136 Ai' t er McCabe 
was elected to the office of state auditor, Sam Garland had 
135. The W.estern Cyclone, September 9, 1886 . 
136. The Salina Journal, February 19, 1950. 
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to deed him eighty acres of land in order that he might go 
to Topeka as a property owner. Property ovmership was a 
requirement in those days for an office holder. In 1889~ 
McCabe went to Oklahoma to become Clerk in the Territorial 
Office. He expected to receive a big job from President 
Harrison. He went to Washington D. C. a wealthy man but 
clever negroes fleeced . him of his money . He died a pauper 
in Chicago. 137 
Dan Hickr11an was elected Coroner November 5, 1880. 
He was so efficient in his work that he served on the board 
of County Commissioners from 1884 to 1888. J. R. Hawkins 
served as clerk of the District Court from 1886 to 1890. 
In the year 1886, s. G. Wilson, a white business man from 
Nicodemus , was elected to the off ice of Coun~y Treasurer. 
He served until 1900. J. E •. Porter was elected to be clerk 
of the District Court to follow J. R. Hawkins. He bec ame 
clerk in 1890 and served until 1894. In 1896, G. W. Jones 
began serving as County Attorney. He served in this office 
for two terms. The Sayers family has been very prominent 
in Graham County. There were two sons and a grandson of 
the early Sayers family who have pr'acticed law and engaged 
in abstracting in Hill City. W. L. Sayers has been one of 
the most prominent lawyers in Grahrun County for many years. 
He served as clerk of the District Court f r om 1894 to 1900. 
137. Garvin, ££• d:.,t ., p . 15 . 
He was elected to the office of County Attorney in 1900 and 
served for two years. In 1912, he was again elected to the 
same office and served until 1916.138 He serves both negro 
and whites and his services and advice are sought for miles 
around.. The writer sat on the porch of the big 11 steepled" 
house of Ivlr. Sayers in Hill City a short time ago. His 
speech was the language of a man of education. His eyes 
became dreamy as he thought of t h ose early days. He talked 
of V. R. Hill and others and declared that Hill was very good 
to the colored man and worked continually for their interests. 
From the connnunity of colored people, there have gone 
many to take their places in life. Some have gone away to 
work in large businesses f or other people, others have gone 
away to study medicine, law, f armi ng, and home economics. 139 
While these have gone away and found important places it 
must be remembered that farming , too, is important. The 
colored people stayed on their f arms while many of their 
white neighbors left because of hard times. These colored 
men have been a real asset to the county. 
SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DEVELO MENT 
The social and cultural development of the negro people 
138.. 11 Nicodemus 11 Unpublished material in the Hill 
City library. 
139. The Salina Journal, February 19, 1950. 
70 
who cmne to the Nicodemus community was quite like that of 
the Southern Wbites. For years subjected to close contact 
with the white man the negro consequently took on many of his 
characterist ics. Perhaps the one word which characterizes 
these colored people was religion. They were a peace-
loving people. The Nicodemus Enterprise gives an account of 
a fight in Nicodemus between two men who were visitors in the 
town and declared it to be the first public disturbance of 
any kind in nine years. It s eems that a few of the editors 
of newspapers of surrounding towns had made quite a point of 
emphasizing thi s fi ght . The editor of the Ni codemus paper 
declared that a more peaceable set of people were never to-
gather than those which dwelled in and around Nicodemus . 
"We do not claim sanctification , gent lemen, but we do claim 
to be a peaceable, and even a little more virtuous, than some 
of our howling neighbors. 014° 
One of the i..~portant events in Nicodemus for many 
years was ''Demus" day on August 1. The celebration takes 
place on this date because it commerates the emancipation 
of slaves in the West Indies, which occurred August 1, 1834. 
Again, it has a further meaning f or the negroes. It was felt 
140. T-he Nicode~us Enterprise, August 17, 1887. 
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that August 1 was a stepping stone to the September 22, 1862 
proclamation of President Abraham Lincoln that in a hundred 
days slavery would be abolished, on January 1, 1863. It was 
so cold in January that it seemed necessary t o have the 
celebration in the SU!l'Lmer, hence the date. 141 To get some 
idea of the crowds which attend these celebrations, The 
Western Cyclone states that on August 1, 1886 between four 
thousand and five thousand people were in Nicodemus for this 
·date. 142 These celebrations were held f or three days, the 
first day in preparation for the big day and the third day 
to recover from the celebration. The negroes met in Scrugg 's 
grove. 
~or recreation, the usual small town aff airs were 
enjoyed. These were concerts, programs, band music, dancing , 
baseball, footracing , horse racing , f ish fries, and hunting 
trips. In those days, the village of Nicodemus had many 
visitors. Two authors came there to write, people from 
more populated areas came there to rest. Nicodemus hotels 
were the best in that part of the country . Traveling 
salesmen and those going across country made it a point to 
stay at these hotels. 143 The dances were the largest public 
141. The Western Cyclone, August 2, 1886. 
142. Ibid., August 5, 1886 
143 . Nettie Craig. 
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affairs outside of special days. They dance d in the 
different grove s on a dirt f loor. For music t hey use d a 
straight necked fiddle and a bow. The old timers conf e ssed 
the f i ddle made real mu s ic. 144 
One of t he t hings the negroes took gr eat del i ght in 
was the literary so ciety. This was a source of cultur al 
145 development . The colored p eople wishe d t o take a dvant-
age of everything that would he lp them in an educational wey. 
The churches• i nfluence was greatly fe lt all t hrough the 
years from t h e b eginning to the present ·time. 
The f irst s chool was held in the Nicodemus community 
i 'n 1879 and t here has been school co nt i nuou s l y since then. 
The first teacher to teach in the town wa s Mi ss Liz zie Miles ~ 
There have been a f ew less than 00 negro children f rom 
Nicodemus who have graduated from the element ary s chool •. 
About 50 of this group have graduate d from t he Bogue, Kan sas 
High s chool since 1920.
146 
The fi r st school of ficer s on 
records in the county court house were elected in 1884 and 
1885. ~be officers were z. T. Fletcher, Direc t or, s. G. 
Wilson, Treasurer, Henry Johnson, Clerk . 14-7 The first eight 
grade graduate on record is Fr ank Barb er and t h e second i s 
144.. The Hi 11 City Times. , Sept. 5, 1940. 
145 •. Nettie Crai g . 
146. Ibid. 
147~ " School District, Officers and Teachers , "Employ 
number one, in office of county supt. of Graham Co., Kans as. 
7:J 
Cecil Scott, who was in the class of 1912. 148 
Poli t"lcal arid e.c{5nomi:caL de\lelopment"' 
As early as 1880 , the people of Nicode:rnus were becoming 
interested in political development. On April 12, 1880, a 
convention of colored men met in the Senate Chamber .at Topeka 
and, among other things, resolved that the negro people be 
entitled to representation on the ticket of the coming state 
election. Another resolution passed was that the colored 
people support the principles of the National Republican 
Party as long as that party advocates t he just rights for 
negroes. The Nicodemus delegation did not make it to the 
convention but sent a letter in which they endo rsed the 
resolutions of the convention. The delegates from Nicodemus 
were E. P. McCabe , Abram. T. Hall, Granville Lewis, and L. T. 
Fletcher. 149 The Nicodemus Enterprise gave the views of the 
majority of the negro people in the ei ghties. It quotes 
Hon. A. H. Clark of Chicago as advocat ing loyalty to the 
Republican Party. He declared that the party had split 
over J ames B. Blaine and spoils and l ost the race because 
of theft and dishonesty. At this time there was some talk 
of organizing an independent political party among the negroes 
14_8. "Record of Graduates," in office of County gupt . 
Hill City, Kansas. 
149 . The Commonwealth, April 13, 1880 . 
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but this was frowned upon by Clark and by the Nicodemus 
negroes. Clark said, "The llilugwamps can't amount to much as 
they merely form a company of scorebeaded re f ormers. 1115° 
The editor of the Nicodemus Enterprise on August 17, 
1887 declared that there never was a ref orm party that was 
not a fraud. 
The negro who deserts the Republi can Party is a 
traitor -to the living and the dead. It i s a wonder that 
the spirits of the past departed s t at esmen who f ounded 
the party do not come forth and confront them. 151 
There has been much discussion about the at t i t ude 
of W.R. Hill in regards to the colored man. Hill' s enemies 
felt that he did not care too much about the negro. The 
Gettysburg Lever quoted Hill as saying t hat Hill City should 
win the vote f or county seat becau se he (Hill) had brought 
the colored man there to see to it that Hill City di d win. 
Hill declared that his ambition was to di vi de every quarter 
section into four equal parts and plac e a colored man on 
152 each of these parts. N. D~ Minor in a statement to the 
Lever, said that Hill told him, nwe·.w111 have t o make concessions 
1,50. The Nicodemus Enterprise, August 17, 1887. 
1.51. Ibi d . 
152. The Graham County Lever, September 4, 1879. 
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to the niggers and give them a few little offices, but when 
we get the county seat at Hill City, they may go to -----
Eight years later in 1887, the Hill City affair was still an 
important polit ical issue. The Republican Convention met 
September 8, at Millbrook. James Justus, President and W. L •. 
Wallace, Secretary, made themselves a committee on credentials 
and beg an to dictate what delegates would be ·seated . Justus 
and Hill were determined to be nominated . On September 7, 
Justus called a secret meeting in Hill City and there decided 
upon the seats of the convention. A great deal of f riction 
resulte d from these doings. The main planlr of the Justus-Hill 
platform was Hill City for the County s eat. 154 This one ordeal 
caused a Split in the Republican Party in Graham County, however, 
this split had been in evidence s ince the previous year •. 
The f irst Democratic Caucus meeting was held in Nicodemus 
on September 21, 1887 at the Hays Drug Store. Eight Democrats 
attended the meeting . J. C. Parish was chairman and F . M. Lewin 
was secretary. They chose delegates t o t he county convention 
to be held at Millbrook on September 28 . The delegates elected 
were s. E. Hays, J.C. Lowery , and J.C. Pe.rish . l55 The political 
feelings of the early negro es were expressed by H. K. Lightfoot, 
153. The Lever, November 28, 1879 . 
154. Nicodemus Enterprise , September 14, 1887. 
155 . Ibid., September 21, 1887. 
Editor of the Nicodemus Enterprise, in his very f irst issu~ 
August 17, 1887. The caption read: Published to advance the 
interest of Nicodemus, Graham County, and the Principles of 
the Republi can Party. 
In the early eighties, the wages paid to laborers 
remi nds one of the depression day . The pay for f arm labor 
was thirteen dollars to sixteen dollars per month, plus board, 
carpenters received two dollars to three dollars per day, as 
did the brickl ayers and masons. Wagon makers and blacksmi tbs 
pay was from t wo dollars to two dollars and a half for a day 1 s 
work. Washerwomen received seventy-five cents to one dollar 
per day and dome stic servants worked all week f or one dolla> 
156 
and a half to t wo- dollars and a half. 
In 1881 the citizens of t h t own of Ni codemus felt 
there should be a City well so one was dug in main street west 
of the Masonic Hall. At about sixty feet a stream of water 
was struck. The current was so strong that it was almost 
impossible to build a wall up inside the well . During the 
night, what wall had been built during the day washed away. 
The wall was finally finished but it kept caving in at the 
bottom. The men repaired it twi ce but the work was dangerous 
and they decided to f ill it in. It sank several times and 
156.. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Second Biennial 
Report 1880 (Topeka: State Printer, 1881), p . 286 . 
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loads of rock and dirt were used to fil l it up . The last 
time the fi ll caved in was in 1906, William S.cott drove over 
1.57 the spot and the horses went down several feet . 
In spite of the low wages the Ni co demus community 
began to take pride in civic aff airs. Earl y in 1886 a public 
appeal was made t hrough the town 1 s paper to· get home owners 
t o level off the ruins of the old sod houses. The peop+e 
were asked to plant t rees and devise other ~eans of making 
the town a more beautiful place to live. New businesses were 
being established and the town's people looked f orward to a 
1.58 
boom. The town had now grown until it had become t he second 
1.59 largest town in Graham County . In June of 1886 , there were 
between t wenty-five and thirty new building s in the process 
160 
of being completed. The farra people enjoyed a degree of 
security also. S~me of the farms yielded as much as thirty-
two bushels of wheat per acre. John V • Lore d was probably 
the king of the colored cattleman and owne d a herd of over 
. 161 
f orty head of cattle. By August of 1887 , Nicodemus contained 
four general stores, two grocery stores, two drug stores , two 
1.57. Nettie Craig. 
1.58 . Western Cyclone, May 13, 1886 . 
1.59. Ibid., July 15, 1886. 
160. Ibid., June 17, 1886. 
161. Ibi<i., August 26, 1886. 
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hotels (the Gibson Hotel later the Commercial House and 
the St. Francis Hotel) two livery stables, two millinery 
stores, and one bank, , two land and loan agents, one law 
firm, one pllysician, two blacksmith shopes, one shoe shop, 
one barber shop, · two i mplement dealers, two church buildings, 
and a fifteen hundred dollar school house in the process of 
completion. It was said that money invested in Nicodemus 
162 
sometimes returned one hundred per cent in twelve months. 
Nicodemus was on a mail and stage line by this time, 
1887. The stage left Nicodemus daily, except Sunday , at 
1 p.m. and arrived in Stocketon, by way of Alcona and Webster, 
at 6 a.m. Each morning it left Stockton at 7 a.m. and arrived 
in Nicodemus at 11:30 a. m. The stage ran from Mi llbrook to 
Nicodemus and back by way of F gan._ It left Millbook at 
7:30 a. m. and arrived in Nicodemus at 11 a.m. At 1 p . m. the 
stage left for Millbrook and arrived there at 6 p.m. Another 
route was to Ellis from Nicodemus by way of Kebar, Cresson, 
.Amboy, and Mendota. This stage arrived in Nicodemus on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Fri day and departed on Tile.sday, Thursday, 
and Saturday. Passengers and mail were carried on all these 
lines. Post office hours at Nicodemus were from 7 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m. except Sunday and holi days. A. N. Harper was 
postmaster and Mi~s Mary Moor was assistant. 163 
162. The Nicodemus Enterprise, August 17, 1887. 
163. ~-
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The town boasted of two newspa per offices. The 
Western Cyclone ran from 1886 to 1888. The Nico demus 
Enterprise had its big day in 1887. 164 The subscription price 
of these papers was one dollar per year sent anywhere in 
the United States. 
The principal agricultural pro ducts, a s given by the 
Nico demus Enterprise in 1887, were wheat, rye, corn, barley , 
oats, buckwheat, sweet potatoes, irish potatoes, sorghum, 
165 
caster beans, flax, hemp, broom co1"n, and millet. All this 
was raised in a country that te·::r:1- years be f ore had been mostly 
prairie f it only for coyotes and rattlesnakes. 
The negro people did not wish to enjoy their freedom 
for liberty alone. They were de s i r ous of havin~ others come 
and partake of t heir goo d f ortune. The days of t h e starvirg 
colored man were no w in the past. The negroe s organized an 
association to mutually benef it and as s i s t t hose who were 
wanting to come to Kansas and to Graham County. They called 
their organization Th e Nicodemus Emigrati on As sociati on. Th e 
officers were: H.K. Light f oot, editor of t he Ni co demus Enter-
prise, was Presi dent, J. H. Patterson was secre t ary , H. R. 
Clayton, Corresponding Secre t ary , J. R. Hawkins, As s istant 
164. The issues of these papers are to be f ound in the 
archives of the Kansas Historical Society , Topeka, Kansas. 
165. The Nicodemus Enterprise, November 16, 1887. 
80 
166 
Secretary, and Sam Garland, Treasurer. No account of f ornihl 
business of this association could be f ound by the writer., 
By talking with somecof the negroes in the community, the 
writer gathered information to the eff ect that the association 
was active in sending inf ormation to leaders of the colored 
people in the South and, to f'riends of those who were living 
in Graham County. 
Religious deve"ldpmerit 
Two churches, the Methodist and the Bapti st , were already 
organized in the Nicodemus community before 1887. On Sunday, 
August 14, 1887 a group of ten negroes met at the Garrett 
school house and organize d a third church. This was the 
Christian Church and the officers chosen were John Samuels, 
pastor , Jonas Moor, Elder, Henry Napue , Deacon, and Oscar 
167 . Talbott, Clerk . This church played an i mportant roll in 
the religious development of the community. Most of the early 
negroes were religious people. In t heir sorrow and distress, 
they turned to a source of help in which they had been taught 
to believe. They built their churche s and held their Sunday 
Schools to help train the young minds of the negro children 
and to solace t he hearts of the adults. Many ac counts have 
166. The Nicodemus Enterpri~e, November 16, 1887 •. 
167. Ibid., August 17 ,· 1887 . 
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been found by the writer of the negroes praying to Go d for 
food and for protection. They felt the whole affair from 
the Southland to their present home compare d to the wander-
ing s of the Children of Israel of the Bible. To them, their 
new home was the land of Canaan. The oppressor was gone, 
the iron hand of the 11Egyptians" was no longer f elt. The 
pioneer optimism f or the future of the town of Nico demus in 
1887 is shown in t his quotation from the local paper : 
Nico demus ! Compare it and its present prospects with 
one year ago and see how favorable they are . Now, church 
spires point heavenward, and the whistle of the iron horse 
is heard in the distance, our populati on is ten t i mes 
more. Glorious town! Glorious country l What inspired 
hand can write your future , who can estimate your wealth 
t en years from today? Go d ,-He who r ul~ s the de s tination 
of this Nation. He along can tell . lb'j 
168. Blackmar, op~ cit., p . 339. 
169 . The Nicodemus Enterpri s e, August 17, 1887. 
CHAPTER VI 
DECLINE OF NI CODEI\ffiS 
The great crowds of negroe s did not come to the north-
west part of the state as the early colored people had dreamed. 
The large metropolis did not develop. The negro inf'lux which 
troubled the -Freedman's Relief Association of a decade before 
had been absorbe d in the state e lsewhere. By the winter of 1886, 
only about one hundred and f i fty people lived in the t own. Even 
then, the predictions were that it IDuld some day be a large 
170 
trading center. The second reason, and no doubt the major 
one, was the fact that the railroad failed to come to Nicodemus . 
In 1887, A • . L. McPherson, a prominent member of the Nic odemux 
community made a trip back East to interview some of the head 
officials of the Miss ouri Paci f ic railroad. There was a 
possibility that the line vould be extende d west from Stockton. 
On his return home, McPher s on, said the l ine could not be extended 
that season but there was a pos sibi l ity of i t coming through 
the next f all. At the same time there was a plan t o get t he 
Union Pacific railroad, being built through Plainville, to come 
170. The Western Cyclone, December 9, 1886. 
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through Nicodemus. The plan then was to bring the line 
throug~7rtockton, Webster, Nicodemus, and Mil·lbrook from Plia.in-
ville. The railroad lines never reached Nicodemus . The 
Missouri Pacific railroad failed to secure the bond- vote 
necessary to f inance the building of the road. The Union 
Pacific f inally built its line several miles south of the 
Nicodemus community, on the other side of the river. The 
colored people then began to move to Bogue, Hill City, and 
other towns. 172 At that time, many of the businesses moved to 
towns where transportation would be better and where there 
would be a greater demand for their goods. 
Today there are only two small businesses in the town 
of Nicodemus. Mrs . ~eo Williams opens up her cafe on Sundays 
only. The cafe is in one of the stone store buildings. There 
is no one in town through the week who ca1"'es to eat at a cafe 
but on Sundays a large crowd g a thers in Nicodemus and thus a 
demand is created for the cafe. ~. A. T. Bates has a repair 
business. He repairs cars, tractors, and radios . The rest of 
the colored people in Nicodemus are engaged in farming with 
the exception of one of the Ministers. There are still two 
171. The Nicodemus Enterprise, August 17, 1887. 
172. 11 Nicodemus , 11 unpublis hed materi al in the Hill 
City :Library. 
churches in the town. Rev. J. D. Wi lson is pastor of the 
) 
African Methodist Episcopal church and Rev. W. G. Williams -
is the Minister of the First Baptist church. Years ago there 
was a split in the Bapti s t church. There were then the First 
and Second Baptist churches but as popul ation grew le ss , the 
two churches united . There are thirteen oc cupied homes in 
Nicodemus today with one home being built. Several broken 
down shanties still remind one of f ormer days. A few rock 
remains of houses of the eighties still stand . The home 
of z. T. Fletcher, the first postmas ter of Nicodemus , still 
st ands and is in use. The postmaster of the town is Rev. 
J. D. Wilson. Mai l arrives by car t wice a day at 11:45 a. m. 
and 2:15 p.m. There is no natural gas in the tovm. The 
principle fue l is coal. Two stone store building s on th~ 
north side of Jefferson street still stand. Besides these 
buildings there is a small Masonic hall, a larger t ownship 
hall, a Priscilla art club hall, and a school house in 
Nicodemus. Five pupils attende d the school l as t year , 1949-
50. There is to day, electri city in the to,m and cornrnuni ty , 
supplied by the Rural El ec trical Association. The town's 
people are now 11 sign~ng up" for a telephone sy stem. Up until 
I 
this time, the nearest -telephone wa s Bogue. 
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The negroes of this community still have a spirit 
of progress about them. Today there are six organizations, 
not includi ng the churches, which help keep up a civi c spirit. 
A Priscilla Art Club with twenty-five members is very active. 
Each y ear the ladies do fancy work at all their meeti ngs . 
They then sell this nart" at a Pre-Easter and Pre-Christmas 
bazar. They have electricity and propane gas in their club 
house. Last January , 1950 , they celebrated their twenty-fifth 
anniversary . The Willing Worker's Bureau, a unit of the Ha.me 
Demonstration Association, has t wenty-five members. Most of 
the men are members of the Masonic Lodge whi le the women are 
active in the Order of Eastern Star. The men 's club has 
twenty-five members , the women's clu b has t wenty-six . The 
Young Matron's Club, for young marr ied wome~ bas fourt een 
members . The club hour is spent discussing passages from 
the Bible and its application to present day living . The San 
Sonci Club is a social club which meets regularly. The 
members play bridge and other card games and a>e served by 
one of the members. 
There are fifty-six negroes today living in Nicodemus . 
The names of the families along with the number in each family 
are as fo llows : H. H. Napue (2), Jerry Scruggs (1), Clarence 
Sayers (3), grand nephew of w. L. Sayers, Effie Moore and son (2), 
Rev. w. G. Williams (3), A. T. Bates (5 ), Fred Switzer , Sr .(5), 
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Fred Switzer, Jr.( 4 ), Rev. A. M. Smith (2), Rev. J. D. Wilson 
(1), Leo Williams (7), Rudalph Bates (5 ), W. C. Garl and (3), 
son of Sam Garland , Virgi l Robi n son, Sr. (10 ), and Virgil 
Robinson, Jr. (J). 
The writer stoo d in t he doorway to t he small pos t 
off ice in Ni codemus. On t he wall was a small pl ac que which 
seemed to depi ct t h e simple h ope of t h e negro peo ple, it 
read "Trust in God . 11 One of t he bys tander s pointed out a 
low gap in t he low rolling hil l s to t h e South. In the early 
days when the railroad was being built, t he lights from t he 
iron horse woul d illuminate t he entir e town. The colored 
people t hought of t h i s as a goo d omen which promi s e d success 
for their community. 
CHAPTER VI 
CONCLUSION 
The colored man came from the South to the North 
because of oppression. A period of over a decade since 
emancipation had g one by and t h e negro was not free. The 
white man still used him much as he had done in the time 
of slavery. · Nicodemus was also settled in the late 
seventies by negroes who had beard of the economic advantages 
of living in "fre e" Kans a s. The great majority of t he early 
settlers of Nicodemus came from :\en tucky. W. R. Hill had 
the greatest influence in getting them to Graham County. 
The writer has tried to presen t in t his study who the 
early land owners and lot owners of thi s communi ty were. 
As far as found in existing coun t y r ecords the original 
owners have been given. An eff ort has been made to depict 
the hardships of these early negro pioneers. The negro 
stayed on his land whi le many of the whi te men l eft because 
of unfavorable conditions. I t is hard to understand how 
the colored people wer e able to live on s uch meager fare. 
The organizing of t he comrnuni ty was simpl e . lhe 
colored man was a peace-loving individual and he was easily 
satisfied by simple procedures. Nicodemus has reason to be 
proud of the ou t standi ng men it has produced. The negroes 
have shown their ability in political offi ces. In farming 
and tbe professions many negroes have been successful. The 
social and cultural deve l opment of th e c omm~ni ty advanced as 
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more rn groes crune to live in this negro town . A civic pride 
still exists among the dusky inhabitants of t he once proud 
town. For the most part, the early settler was Republican in 
his politics. The feeling was that the negro who des erted 
his party was not worthy to remain free. 
The economic development of Ni codemus was slow. Tbe 
very earliest negro pione er had very little money and it took 
years of hard wor k to make him independent. Tbe negroes who 
came into Graham County were religi ous in nature and their 
faith and trust in God is pont rayed i n their songs and what 
little writing s t hey have done. Today the churches are the 
most imp or tant social group in the Ni codemus community . The 
prospects of the vil l a ge becoming a large t own ended whe n the 
railroad missed t he to~m . At t hat t ime many ne groes moved 
away ~o larger plac es where better oppo:0 t unities could be 
found. Since that time , no large group has come to th e com-
munity to enlarge i ts population. Nicodemus still exis ts as 
a township. They have t heir towns hip off icers and sch ool 
officers. With improved transportation, i t is bu t a few 
minutes drive to the nearest t r ading center. The p eople 
are farmers, even though t hey live in town. Today, business 
houses in 1icodemus are unprofitable. 
The author of t his study was not able to find t he names 
of all members of t he firs t f ive groups of settlers in 1877-
1878 , who came to Ni codemus . It is recommended tba t an 
attempt should be made to secure t hese names and a record 
made of ·what happ ened to these p eople. 
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APPENDIX A 
FEDERAL CENSUS OF NICODii::MUS TOWNSHIP 
JUNE 1, 1 880 . 
From Place Pl ace 
What of F . of I·.~ . 
State Birth Birth 
Edmond, Williams klu M 38 Farmer Kentucky Va. Va. 
Edmond, Mary 1\'iu F 39 wife Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Clark, A. M. w M 60 Teara.ster Indi ana Penn. Penn. 
Jones, Joseph- B M 50 Laborer Virginia Va. Ky . 
Jones, Anne Mu F 50 House- Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
keeper 
Miles, Charity B F 60 Boar der Virginia Va. Va. 
Dike, L. L. w M 40 Laborer Ohi o N. Y. Penn. 
Dike, Sherman w 10 Son Nebraska Ohio Ohio 
Dike, Annie w F 7 Daughter Nebraska Ohio Ohio 
Carr, Milly Mu F 50 House- Virginia Va. Va. 
keeper 
Henry, Handy B M 82 Shoe- Maryland Africa lVid. 
maker 
Wilson, s. G. w M 36 Retail N. H. N. H. N. H. 
Grocer 
Miles, John W. Mu M 38 ~fo od- Miss. Ireland Ga . 
dealer 
Wright, John \!Jj IvI 27 Farmer Kentucky Ky . Tenn. 
Wright, Matilda w F 28 House K. Missouri Penn . Ky . 
Yt/right, William A. V M 8 Son Missouri Ky . Mo. 
Wright, Margaret A. w F 3 Daughter Nebraska Ky . Mo. 
Wright, Cora w F 2 Daughter Nebraska Ky. Mo. 
Myers, Jerry Mu M. 54 Clergy- Missouri Ky . Va. 
man 
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Myers, Marni Mu F 39 House K. Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Myers, Ada Mu F 3 Daughter Kansas Mo. Ky. 
Van Norsdall, Isaac w M 48 Farmer New York Penn. Penn. 
Va.n Norsdall, Jane w F 46 House K. New York Eng . Eng . 
Van Norsdall, Crumby w M 18 Laborer Iowa Ny. Ny. 
Van Norsdall, Emma w F 17 Servant Ohio Ny. Ny. 
girl 
Van Norsdall, Ishmael W M 14 Son Ohio Ny . Ny. 
Van Norsdall, Jennie w F 10 Daughter I owa Ny. Ny. 
Van Norsdall, Gracie w F 8 Daughter I owa Ny . Ny. 
Van 1- orsdall, Leroy w M 4 Son Iowa Ny. Ny. 
Van Norsdall, Amanda w F 1 Daughter Kansas Ny . Ny . 
Smith, Nancy w F 21 Daughter Iowa Ny. Ny . 
Smith, Henry w M l Son Nebrasl{a Iowa Penn. 
Bowles, Anderson B M 57 Farri er Kentucky Va. Ky. 
Bowles, Caroline B F 3 6 Wife Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Bowles, John B ~·a ~l 9 Son Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Bowles, Jmmes B M 4 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Burley, Hiram B Iv1 48 Farmer Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Burley, Josephine B F 45 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
H. K. 
Burley, William B M 17 Laborer Kansas Ky. Ky . 
Burley, Henry B. M 13 Son Kansas Ky. Ky. 
Burley, Eddie B M 1 Son Kansas Ky. Ky . 
Newth, c. H. w M 23 Retail England Eng . Eng. 
Druggist 
Stone, Tolbel"t B M 26 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Fletcher, z. T. Mu M 32 Post- Kent ucky Va. Va. 
master 
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Fletcher, Francis B F 26 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Fletcher, Thomas H. Mu M 8 Son Illinois Ky. Ky . 
Fletcher, Joseph Mu M 6 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Smith, William B M 21 Herder Ohio Ky . Ky . 
Dike, R. A. w :r 23 Butcher Ohio N.Y. Penn. 
Dike, Olive w F 20 House- Kansas Canada Canada 
keeper 
Purdy, s. L. w M 38 Carpenter Penn. N.Y. N.Y. 
Pur•dy, E. w F, 50 Stone Ohio N.Y. N. J • 
Mason 
White, B . s. w M 21 Lumber Ohio Penn . Ohi o 
De aler 
V ashburn, H. D. ll'i 22 Black- Vermont Vt. Vt. 
smith 
Green, w. w lv1 42 Retail R. I sland Vt. Vt. 
Grocer 
Green, · Rachel E. vY F 37 Wife Mass. Eng. Mass. 
Hall, A. T. Mu M 29 Land Illinois Penn. N. C. 
Agent 
McCabe, E . P. Mu M 30 Land R. Island 
Agent 
Page, Charles B 1 35 Farmer Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Page, Georgia Mu F 23 Wife Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
H. K. 
Page, Becky Mu F 3 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Roundtree, s . P. B M 58 Cler gy- Vermont Vt. Vt. 
man 
Roundtree, Mattie B F 60 Wife Kentucky Ky . Vt. 
H. K. 
Welton , Edwd. B Ivl 46 Farmer Missouri Ky. Va. 
V!felton, Wm. E. B Ii 12 3on Bri. Col. f[ o. Mo. 
Moore, T .. ama B F 65 r.:other Virginia Va . Va. 
Welton, Louis B M 43 Farmer Missouri Ky. Ky . 
Welton , ,. . - arva F 41 Wife Missouri Ky. Mo. 
H. K. 
Welton, Jeremiah B M 18 Son Missouri Ky. Mo. 
lOl 
Welton, John L. B M 16 Son Missouri Ky. Mo. 
Lindsay, Jeff B M 40 Farmer S.Carolina s.c. s. c. 
Lindsay, .Amanda B F 30 Wife Tennessee Tenn. Tenn. 
H.K. 
Lindsay, Hope B M 9 Son Tennessee s.c. Tenn. 
Lindsay, Munroe B M 11 Son Kansas s.c. Tenn. 
mos. 
Reynolds, Charles B lVl 42 Farmer Tennessee Tenn. Tenn. 
Reynolds, 1:ary B F 32 Wife Tennessee Tenn. Tenn. 
June 2 
Lee, Willis B M 58 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Vt. 
Stemmons, s. B M 60½ Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Stemmons, Manala B F 13 Daughter Tennessee y. Ky. 
Stenn:nons, J runes B M 10 Son Tennessee Ky. Ky . 
Stemmons, Robert B M 9 Son Tennessee Ky . Ky . 
Petty, Aaron B M 49 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Vt. 
Lored, John Mu M 45 Farmer Ke.ntucky Ky . Ky. 
Lored, Levi Mu M 9 Son Kan s as Ky. Miss. 
Lared, Elizabeth Mu F 8 Daughter Kansas Ky. Miss. 
Lored, John Mu M 6 Son Kansas Ky. Miss. 
Lored, Eugene Mu M 5 Son Kan sas Ky. Miss. 
Lored, Fred Mu 111 3 Son Kansas Ky . Miss. 
Hayden, x1,ary Mu F 38 Kentucky Mo. Ky . 
Davenport, Benj. B M 50 (:Missouri) (Ky.) (Ky•) 
Davenport, ii' el vinn B F 26 Wife Kent ucky Ky . Ky . 
Davenport, Ellen B F 9 Daughter Kentucky Mo. Ky . 
1 0·2 
Davenport, Bennie B M 7 Son Kentucky Mo. Ky. 
Davenport, Nancy B F 6 Daughter Kentucky Mo. Ky. 
Davenport, Lee B M 4 Son Kentucky Mo. Ky . 
Davenport, Cora B F 2 Daughter Kansas Mo. Ky. 
mos. 
Davenport, I saac B M 22 Farmer Missouri Mo. Mo. 
Lindenmuth, I. w NL 59 Farmer Penn. Penn. Penn. 
Lindenmuth , E. E. w M 17 .:;on Penn. Penn. Penn . 
Moore, Jonas Mu M 38 Laborer Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Moore, Clarissa Mu F 38 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
H.K. 
Moore, vVilliam lviu M 18 Laborer Kentucky Ky. Ky •. 
Moore, Humphrey Mu M 15 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Moore, Sallie Mu F 13 Daught er Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Moore, Nannie Mu F 11 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Moore, Mary Mu F 8 Daug t er Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Moore, Rossie Mu M 5 Son Ken tucky Ky. Ky. 
Taylor, Mitchell Mu M 34 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Taylor, Benjamin B M 11 Son Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Taylor, Milly A. B F 33 Wife Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Taylor, Drewsilla B F 10 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Taylor, Laura B F 7 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Taylor, Walter B M 5 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Taylor, .Andrew B M Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. V 
Taylor, John B M 36 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Taylor, Frank B M 10 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Taylor, Virgi B F 7 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
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Taylor, Emma B F 1 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Lewis, J. c. B . Mu IVI 23 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Lewis, Leonora Mu F 18 Wi f e Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Lewis, Minnie :Mu F 2 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Lewis, Miner B M 60 Father Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Lewis, r, aria J. Mu F 58 Mother Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Burns, Mary B F 35 Sister Ken t ucky Ky. Ky. 
Boarder 
Robinson, A. Mu M 32 Farmer Kent uch--y Ky. Ky. 
Robinson, Lizzie B F 26 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
H. K. 
Robinson, Maud Mu F 10 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Robinson, Annie Mu F 9 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Robinson, Manie R. Mu F 5 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Robinson, Viola Mu F 3 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Robinson, Claude o. Tulu M 11 Son Kansas Ky. Ky. 
mos. 
Booker, Mason B M 39 Farmer Kentucky Va. Ky. 
Booker, Sarah B F 39 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Rottin, Robert Mu M 12 Gradson Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Brooks, Mason B ]I 44 Farmer Kentucky Va. Ky. 
Brooks, Sophia B F 26 Wife Kentucky va. Ky. 
H. K. 
Brooks, Lizzie :Nfu F 6 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Smith, Handy Wu F 12 
·I 
Servant Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
June 3 
Anderson, Jno. B !VI 59 Farmer North Carolina N.C. N. C. 
Vaughn, John B M 28 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
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Vaughn, Laura B F 25 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Vaughn, Mary B F 5 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Vaughn, Lida B F 3 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Vaughµ, John, Jr. B M 1 Son Kansas Ky. Ky. 
Easton, George B M 66 Farmer Kentucky Va. Va. 
Easton, Ann B F 60 Wife Kentucky Va. Va. 
Brown, Hugh B M 25 Farmer Kentucky Va. Va. 
Brown, Addie B F 23 Wife Kentucky Va. Va. 
Brown, Ida B F 4 Daughter Kentucky Va. Va. 
Bro'IJm, Willie B M 2 Son Kansas Va. Va. 
Smith, Garret B M 53 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Va. 
Smith, Susan B F 47 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Smith, James B !VI 8 Son Kentucky Ky. (Va.) 
Smith, Oscar B M 7 Son Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Smith, Susan B F 5 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Smith, William B M 4 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Washington, George B M 53 Farmer Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Washington, Caroline B F 52 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Washington, Edna Mu F 16 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Washington, Nora Mu F 13 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Washington, Charles Mu M 17 Son Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Washington, George Mu M 8 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Hays, Leonard Mu M 3 Grandson Kansas Ohio Ky. 
Hays, Edwd. Mu :M 8 Grandson Kansas Ohio Ky. 
mos. 
Griffen, J. w. B M 28 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Griffen, Amanda Mu F 22 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
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Griffen, Alonza Mu M 3 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Griffen, Harvey Mu IVI 1 Son Kansas Ky. Ky . 
Scroggs, Jerry B M 52 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Scroggs, 'I.ate Mu F 41 Wife Kentuc ky Ky . Ky . 
Scroggs, Allen B M 17 S. Laborer Kent uc ky Ky . Ky. 
Scroggs, Effie B F 15 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Scr oggs, Desdemona B F 13 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Scroggs, Lemuel B M 12 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Scroggs, Lillie B F 9 Daughter Kentucky Ky . I~y. 
Scroggs, Luta B F 6 DaughJcer Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Scroggs, Jer ry B Ivl 3 Son Kent ucky Ky. Ky . 
Coombs, Elbridge Mu M 43 Farmer Kentucky Va. Ky . 
Coombs, Ellen B F 45 Wife Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Coombs., Mary B F 12 Daught er Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Coombs, Essie Eu F 4 Daug h t er Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Coombs, Jessie M:u M 1 Son Kans as Ky . Ky . 
Kirtley ., William B M 27 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Kirtley., Liz zie B F 25 Wife Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Kirtley, Virgi B F 4 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Kirtley, Willie B F 2 Daught er Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Kirtley, Clarence B iV[ 3 Son Kansas Ky . Ky. 
mos. 
Kirtley , Erasmus B M 58 Far mer Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Kirtley, Sam'l Mu M 15 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Kirtley , Edna Mu F 9 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Kirtley, Albert B M 29 Farmer I entucky Ky. Ky. 
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Kirtley, Halley B F 22 Wife Kentucky Va. Va. 
Smith, Edmund B M 38 Farmer Kentucky Va. Va. 
Smith, Tuscumbia B F 7 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Smith, Edmund, Jr. B M 4 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Smith, John B M 3 Son Kent ucky Ky. Ky . 
Davis, Julia Ann B F 43 House Kentucky Va. Va. 
K. 
Thomas, Allen Mu M 26 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Thomas, Nora B F 22 Wife Kentuc ky Ky. Va. 
Thomas, Sarah Mu F 4 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Thomas, Emily A. Mu F 5 Daughter Kans as Ky. Ky. 
JP.OS. 
Scroggs, Mana B F 40 Farmer Ohio Ohio Ohio 
Miles, Dudley B M 19 Son Kentucky Ky. Ohio 
Miles, Lizzie B F 18 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ohio 
School 
Teac er 
Fox, Henry B M 45 Farmer Kentucky Va. Va. 
Fox, Georgiana Mu F 26 Wife Kentucky Va. Ky. 
Fox, Albert Mu M 5 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Fox, Hays l\iu M 3 Son KentuclP.T Ky. Ky. 
Fox, Sophie J. Mu F 1 Daughter Kansas Ky. Ky. 
Weldon, Benj., Jr. B M 22 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Weldon, Willis B M 23 Brother Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Farmer 
Weldon, Lizzie Mu F 19 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 




Coleman., Peter B M 59 Farmer Tennessee Tenn. Tenn. 
Coleman., Marian B F 55 Wife Tennessee Tenn. Tenn. 
Alsop., Jerry B M 47 Farmer Tennessee N.C. Tenn. 
Alsop., Senilda B F 42 Wife Kentucky Va. Va. 
Patterson., Joseph Mu M 17 Step Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Farm Hand 
Patter son., ·Edwd Mu Iv.I 12 Step Son Kentuc ky Ky. Ky. 
Curd., Mary B F 3 Grande Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
child 
Johnson., David B M 45 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Johnson., Sarah B F 40 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
DePrad., John B M 26 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Smith., Henry Mu M 28 Farmer Kentucky Ky . Va. 
Smith., Mary - Mu F 21 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Smith., Benj. Mu M l Son Kans a s Ky. Ky . 
mo. 
Smith., Diana B F 65 Mother Virginia Va. Va. 
Washington., Catherine Mu F 8 Adopted Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
• 
Buckener., Henry Mu Iv1 50 Brick Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Mason 
Buckener, Sarah Mu F 41 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Buckener, V'iilliam Mu M 7 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Jackson, Thomas Mu M 3 Adopted Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Son 
King., Chas. w M 36 Farmer Virginia Va. Va. 
King, r-.,Iaratha w F 39 Wi f e Illinois Tenn. Ill. 
Roney., Martha J. w F 14 Step Missouri Ky. Ill. 
Daughter 
King, Benj. w M 7 Son Missouri Va. Ill. 
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King, Albert w M 5 Son Missouri Va. Ill. 
King, Elizabeth w F 1 Daughter Kansas Va. Ill. 
Lee, Silas M. B M 33 Clergy- Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
man 
Lee, Louisa Mu F 33 Wile Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Lee, Ella Mu F 13 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Lee, Sarah I~'lu F 12 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Lee, Reuben Mu M 9 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Lee, Sampson Mu M 6 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Lee, Hattie Mu F 5 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Lee, Lulu Mu F 4 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Lee, Bessie Mu F 10 ·Daughter Kansas Ky. Ky. 
mos. 
Rutledge, Cyrus w M 30 Farmer Illinois Tenn . Ind. 
Rutledge, Jennie Mu F 27 Wife Ohio Ohio Ohio 
Neal, Willis Mu M 26 Farme r Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Neal, Eliza Mu F 24 Wi f e Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Neal, Willie Mu M 3 Son Kentu cky Ky. Ky . 
Bradford, Cliff Mu M 52 Farmer• Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Bradford, Melvina Mu F 51 ·vife Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Bradford, Lizzie Mu F 20 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Bradford, Ella Mu F 16 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Bradford, Clarissa Mu F 13 Daug hter Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Bradford, Emma Mu F 12 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Bradford, Clarence Mu M 11 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Delany, Oscar Mu M 8 Grandson Kent ucky Ky. Ky. 
Neal, John B M 40 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Neal, Chloe, J . B F 55 Mother Kentucky Ky. 1la. 
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Spencer, Lucy B F 75 Grandma Virginia Va. Va. 
Lilly, Stephen Mu M 31 Far•mer Kentucky Ky. Mo. 
Lilly, Amanda Mu F 20 -· ife Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Grebles, Alfred w M 66 Farmer Sweden Sweden Sweden 
Grebles, Louisa w F 39 Wife Canada Canada Canada 
':I 
Grebles, George w M 16 Son Illinois Sweden Canada 
Grebles, Pauline w F 14 Daughter Illinois Sweden Canada 
Grebles, Beala w F 7 Daughter Michigan Sweden Canada 
Serena, Louis w M 29 Farmer I taly Italy Italy 
Galbama., George w M 35 Farmer Italy Italy I taly 
Thouvinot., Leop old w M 76 Farme r France France France 
Thouvinot, Caroline w F 58 Wife France Fra..nce Frnnce 
Thouvinot, Margaret 'i F 16 Adopted Illinois Ger- Ger-
Daughter many many 
Grebles, Frederick w M 18 Labor er Illinois S'weim Canada 
& Servant 
Dawson., Benj. B M 28 Farmer Kentucky Ky •. Ky. 
Dawson, Nancy Mu F 32 Wi.fe Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Bradford., Maria Mu F 18 Step- Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
daughter 
Bradfor d., Edwd. Mu M 2 Grand- Kans as Ky. Ky. 
wks . son 
June 5 
11'oster., Sam'l B M 85 Farmer s. Carolinas.a. Africa 
Foster., Olive B F 75 Wife Tennes s ee N.C. N.C. 
Isaacs., Nancy B F 52 Daughter Tennessee N.C. Tenn. 




Gurley, James B M 9 G. Grand- Miss. Miss. Ala. 
son 
Gurley, Richard B M 7 G.Grand- Miss. Miss. Ala. 
son 
Gurley, Alice B F 5 G. Grand- Miss. Miss. Ala. 
Richerds on, Lowndes B M 29 
Daughter 
Farmer Miss. Va. Tenn . 
Richerds on , Lizzie B F 2 0 Wife Miss. Va. Va . 
Johnson, Thomas B M 50 Farmer Kentucky N. J • Ky. 
Johnson, Zerena B F 48 Wife Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Johnson, Henry B M 24 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Jolms on, Mary B F 21 Wife Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Johnson, Ella B F 1 Daughter Kansas Ky. Ky . 
Johnson, Ella B F 21 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Williallls, Chas. B ] 32 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Williams, Emma B F 27 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Schweitzer, Mack B M 6 Adopted Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Johnson, Mary B F 52 Farmer Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Johnson, Joseph B M 27 Son Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Johnson, Lizzie B F 8 Grand- Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
daughter 
Johnson, Clarinda B F 6 Grand- Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
daughter 
Hern, Beverly B M 62 Farmer Virginia Va. Va. 
Hern, Francis Mu F 51 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Hern, Nettie Mu F 5 Cousin Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Chamberlain, F. w M 25 Farmer Vermont Vt. Vt. 
Chamberlain, L. w M 33 Farmer Mass. Vt . Vt. 
Chamberlain, Imogene w F 26 Wife Iowa Ohio Mo. 
Chamberlain, Viola V{ F 7 Daughter Iowa Mass. Iowa 
Chamberlain, Nellie w F 6 Daughter Iowa Mass. 
Womrus, Moses B Tu1 40 Farmer Tennessee Va. 
Wonnns, Keziah B F 37 Wife Tennessee Tenn. 
Scroggs, Victor B M 22 Farmer Kentucky Ky . 
Scroggs, Jackson B M 47 Farmer Kentucky Miss. 
Williams, Thornton B M 38 Farmer Kentucky Va. 
Wall, A. P. w M 29 Lawyer Illinois Penn. 
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Johnson, George B M 50 Farm.er Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Barbour, Maggie B F 16 Step- Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
child 
Hooks, Lucy. B F 11 Step- Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
child 
Carter, Florida B F 9 Step- Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
child 
Johnson, Mary B F 6 Daught er Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Johnson, Wi llie B NI 2 ~on Kentuch7 Ky. Ky. 
Grant, John B M 53 Farmer Kentuc~ Ky. Ky . 
Harris, Grant B M 37 Farmer Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Harris, Ellen B F 31 Wife Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
H. K. 
Harris, John H. B M 6 3on Ken t ucky Ky. Ky. 
Harris, Tabitha B F 2 ~aughter Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Harris, Robt. B M 11 Son Kans as Ky . Ky . 
mos. 
Hawkins, Thomas B M 10 Adopte d Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Scott, John B M 49 Farmer Virgiania Va. Va. 
Scott, Caroline B F 48 Wife Kentuc ky Ky . Ky. 
Servant 
Lewis, Granville B M 12 Servant Missour i Ky . Mo. 
Simpson, Vincent B M 22 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Mills, William B M 63 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Uncle 
Lewis, Grainville, B M 30 Fariner Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Lewis, .Amanda B F 27 Wife Missouri Va. Va. 
H. K. 
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Lewis, James B M 12 Son Missouri Ky. Mo. 
Lewis, Mark B M 7 ~on Missouri Ky. Mo. 
Lewis, Ida B. B F 5 Daughter :Missouri Ky. Mo. 
Lewis, Graham B F 3 Daughter Kansas Ky. Mo. 
mos. 
Dorsey, George Mu M 44 Farmer Kentucky Va. Ky. 
Dorsey, Tabitha B F 57 V ife Kent_ucky Ky. Ky. 
H. K. 
Taylor, Ernest Mu IvI 21 Step son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Laborer 
Hawkins, Ruth B F 10 Adopted Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Servant 
Hill City Township 
Roberts, Garrett B M 33 Farmer Kentucky Va. Va. 
Rob erts, Sar·ah B F 25 l(ife Kentucky Ky. Va. 
Robert s, George B M 4 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Roberts, Anria B F 1 Daughter Kansas Ky. Ky. 
Hickman, Francis B F 65 Mother- Virginia Va. Va. 
i n-law 
Hicks, Merritt B M 35 Plaster- Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
er 
Hicks, Elvira B F 33 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Hick s, Orlando R. B IVI 14 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Hicks, Mary L. B F 12 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Hicks, .John W. B M 10 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Hicks, James B M 10 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Hicks, Isadora B F 7 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Hicks, Stephen B M 5 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Hicks, Edwd. B M 1 Son Kansas Ky. Ky. 
Hickman, Daniel B IvI 37 Clergy- Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
man 
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Hiclanan, Willina B F 34 Wife H. K. Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Hiclanan, Alonza B M 14 Son Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Hickman, Eliza B F 11 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Hickman, Daniel B M 9 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Hickman , Miner B M 8 Son Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Hickman, John A. B M 6 ::; on Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Hiclanan, Mary _A. B F 4 Daught er Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Hickman, N. c. B M 10 Son Kansas Ky. Ky. 
mos. 
Talbot, Oscar rlu M 43 
(Talbor) 
Farmer Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Talbot, Angeline Mu F 44 Wife Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Talbot, i,iary C. :Mu F 12 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Talbot, Eliza J. Mu F 10 Daughtel"' Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Talbot, Oscar , Jr. Mu M 8 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Jones, Edgar Mu M 33 Farm r Geor>gia Ga. Ga. 
Jones, Sarah Mu F 27 " ife Tenness ee Ky . Ky. 
Jones, Hattie Mu F 8 Daughter Tennessee Ga. Tenn. 




Atkinson, ewis Mu M 4 9 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Atkinson, Hannah Mu F 16 Daughter Texas Ky . Tenn. 
Atk inson, John E. Mu M 47 Farmer Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Atkins on, Sarah Mu F 34 Wi f e Texas Tenn . s .c. 
Atk inson, Marg . G. Mu F 16 Daugh te r Texas Ky. Texas 
Atkinson, James Mu rvI 9 Son Kansas Ky. Texas 
Atkinson, Evangeline Mu F 7 Daughter Kansas Ky . Texas 
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Atkinson, Abraham Mu M 3 Son Kansas Ky. Texas 
Glenn, John F. B M 36 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Glenn, Mary B F 37 wiife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Glenn, Luella B F 10 Daught er Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Glenn , Frank B M 9 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Glenn, Lena B F 6 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Glenn, Joseph B M 2 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Glenn, Almeda B F 8 Daughte1" Kansas Ky. Ky. 
mos. 
Jackson, John Ivlu M 38 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Jackson, Amanda Mu F 33 Wife Kentucky I y. Ky. 
Jackson, J runes Mu M 12 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Laborer 
Jackson, Lucy J. Mu F 11 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Jackson, Emma R. Mu F 9 Daughter Ken tucky Ky. Ky. 
Jackson, Annie Mu F 7 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Jackson, Bettie Mu F 5 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Jackson, Baby Mu F 3 Ialghter Kansas Ky. Ky . 
Wks. 
Jones, Henry B M 38 Laborer N.Carolina N.C. N.C. 
Jones, Francis B F 34 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Jones, Willie B M 9 Son Kentucky N.C. Ky. 
Jones, Daniel B M 8 Son Kentucky N.C. Ky. 
Jones, Mary B F 6 Daughter Kentuc ky N.C. Ky. 
Jones, Clarence B M 4 i::lon Kentucky N.C. Ky. 
Allison, •:rhomas B M 50 Farmer Tennessee 
Williams, Cora B F 12 G. Niece Tennessee Tenn. Tenn. 
Williams, ackie B M 9 G. Nephew Tennessee Tenn. Tenn. 
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Gettysburg Township 
Smith, Grainville B M 66 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Smith, Minerva B F 60 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Smith, Grant B M 16 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Laborer 
Smith, She rman B M 16 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Thomas, A11en B J.f . 6 Grand- Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
son 
Jones, George B M 11 Servant Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Herding 
South of South Fork Solomon River 
Grimes, E. F. B M 70 Laborer Kentucky Ky •. Ky. 
Grimes, Muranda B F 55 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Grimes, Ed B Iv'.[ 27 Son Kentucky 
Laborer 
Ky . Ky. 
Grimes, Belle B F 23 Niece Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
H. K. 
Grimes., Lewis B M 5 Grand- Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
child 
Grimes, Willie B M 4 Grand- Ke ntucky Ky . Ky. 
child 
Brown, Lymas B M 23 Laborer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Brown, Laura B F 21 Wife Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Brown., John B M 1 Son Kans as Ky . Ky . 
Brown, Jotha B M 7 Son Kansas Ky. Ky. 
mos. 
South of So. Fork Solomon River (Nicodemus Township) 
Atherway., (no name) B M 55 Laborer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Selvy, Jeff B M 40 Mason Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Crawford, Mai". B F 23 House Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
keeper 
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Crawford, Sarah B F 7 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Crawfo r d, J ames B lV[ 5 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Crawfo1"d, Villiam B M 3 Son Kent ucky Ky . Ky . 
Selvy, Lewis B M 9 Nephew Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Selvy, William B M 7 Newp hew Kentu cky Ky . Ky. 
Selvy, Solomon B M 16 Newphew Kentucky Ky • Ky . 
Selvy, Charles .D M 50 Farmer Ken tucky Ky. Ky. 
Selvy, Mary B F 23 Wife Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Garret, Henry B fr, 45 r:1 Kentucky Ky . Ky . arroo r 
Garret, Maggie B F 35 Wi fe Kent ucky Ky . Ky . 
Garr et , Henry B M - 9 Son Kent ucky Ky . Ky . 
Garret, Nelson B Iv1 11 Son Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Garret, Dora B F 5 Daughter Kentuc ky Ky . Ky . 
Stone, A. M. B M 25 Mini t er Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
King , Reuben B M 45 Labor er Tennesse e Tenn. Tenn. 
Smith, Jacob B M 40 Farmer Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Smith, Isabella B F 28 Wife Kentuc ky Ky. Ky . 
Smith, (no name) B F 4 Daughter Kentuc ky Ky . Ky . 
Smith , {no name ) B M 2 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Rawlins, c. B M 30 Farmer Virginia Va . Va. 
Scott, Wi lliam B M 40 (a white North C. N. C. N. C. 
man) 
Hall, Henry B M 22 Farme r Missouri Ky. Ky. 
Samuels , L. B 1[ 50 Farmer Kentucky Ky . Ky . 




Naf'rew, E. B M 22 Son-in-
Law 
Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Farmer 
Turner, Taylor B M 54 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Turner•, Violet B F 46 Vife Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Turner, Taylor B M 18 Son Missouri Ky . Ky. 
Craig, Nettie B F 14 Step Missouri Ky. Ky. 
Sanf ord 
Daughter 
Craig , B M 14 Nephew Missouri Ky . Ky. 
Turner, Frank B M 12 Son Kans as Ky. Ky . 
Tu inor, Hiram B M 56 Farmer Kentucky Va . Va. 
Minor, Iviargaret B F 38 Wife Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
B1ue, Henry B M 35 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Blue, Mary B F 35 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Blue, Charlotte B F 15 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Blue, James B M 10 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Blue, John B M 8 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Blue, Eliza B F 4 Dau ghter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Blue, Alice B F 2 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Truhart, Sam B M 30 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Truhart, Mary B F 30 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Truhart, Ermna B F 12 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Truhart, Samuel B M 5 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Truhart, (no name) B F 10 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Truhart, (no name) B F 8 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Truhart, (no name) B M 6 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Jenkins, John B M 53 Farmer Virginia Va. Va. 
Jenins, Clara B F 20 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Servant 
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Wilson, Taude B M 49 Farmer Virginia Va. Va. 
Wilson, Mary B F 35 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Wilson, Lawrence B M 25 Son Kentucky Va. Ky. 
Farmer 
Wilson, Frank B M 22 Son 
Laborer 
Kentucky Va. Ky . 
ilson , Annie B F 9 Daughter Kentucky Va. Ky . 
Wilson, Alice B F 4 Daughter Kentucky Va. Ky. 
Wilson, Henry B M 2 Son Kentucky Va. Ky . 
Nuckles, Bartlett B M 30 Farmer Kent ucky Ky . Ky. 
Nuckles, Lucy B F 28 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Nuckles, Thomas B M 6 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Nuckles, Webber B M 2 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Brown, Nathan B 1'vI 73 .t< armer Kentucky Md. Va. 
Brown, George B M 35 Stone Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Mason 
Brown, Maria B F 28 Wife Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Brown, Nathan B M 13 Son Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Brown, Fanny B F 10 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Brown, Hattie B F 8 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Brown, Sally B F 7 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Brown, John Wm. B M 4 Son Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Brown, iilliam B M 37 Stone Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Mason 
Brown, Sally B F 28 Wife Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Brown, John B M 21 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Brown, Uiary B F 18 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Brown, Lulu B F 16 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
Brown, Sarah B F 14 Daughter Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
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Brown, Ferrell B M 13 Son Kentuch-y Ky. Ky. 
Brown, Lilly B F 11 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Brown, William B M 9 Son Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Brown, Alice B F 5 Daughter Ken tucky Ky. Ky . 
Brown, Anna B F 3 Daughter Kentuc ky Ky. Ky. 
Butler, Durk B M 26 Laborer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Butler, [artha B F 23 Vife Kentucky Ky • Ky. 
Butler, . lilliam D. B M 2 Son Kent ucky Ky. Ky. 
Millbrook Township 
Dickey, P. B M 23 Laborer Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Williams, Eda. B M 32 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Williams, Lina B F 33 Wife Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Cook in 
Hot e 
Trotter, Calvin B M 21 Labo1"er Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Trotter, George B M 15 Labo r er Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Williams, Bluford B M 28 Farmer Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Williams, Fanny B F 25 Wife Kentucky Ky . Ky. 
vVilliams, Jennie B F 4 Daughter Kentucky Ky. Ky . 
Williams, Edward B M 2 Son Kentucky Ky . Ky . 
Williams, Cyniras B IvI 1 Son Kans as Ky . Ky . 
Taylor, Lizzie B F 13 Kentucky Ky. Ky. 
Carter , John B M 38 Farmer Virginia Va. Va. 
Carter, Mary B F 31 Wife Vi rginia Va. Va . 
Carter, Geo. w. J. B M 13 Son Virginia Va. Va. 
Carter, Jane B F 11 Daughter It1ssouri Va. Va. 
Carter, Catherine B F 9 Daughter Missouri Va. 
Carter , Mariah B F 7 Daughter Missouri Va. 
Carter, Peter B M 4 s on :Missouri Va• 
Carter, Jacob B M 1 Son Missouri Va. 
Bryant Township 
Jackson, Benj. B M 45 Black- Missouri Ky . 
smith 
Jackson, Maria B F 32 Wife li/iissouri Ky. 
Jackson, Willis B :M 18 Son Missouri Ky . 
Jackson, John B M 14 Son Missouri Ky. 
Jackson, Cyndrella B F 13 Daughter Missouri Ky. 
Jackson, Benj. B M 11 Son Missouri Ky . 
Wilcoxen, Monroe B M 60 Farmer Kentucky Ky . 
Wilcoxen, Mary B F 44 Wife :Missouri Ky . 
Wilcoxen, Mary B F 19 Daughter Missouri Ky . 
Vilcoxen, Henry B M 16 Son Missouri Ky. 
f Laborer 
Wilcoxen, Juda B F 13 Daughter Missouri Ky . 
Wilcoxen, Luella B F 11 Daughter Missouri Ky . 
Wilcoxen, Amanda B F 3 Daughter Missouri Ky . 
174. Taken from The Census of t he United States, 




















TRANSFER RECORDS OF EARLY LANDOWNERS 
OF NIC ODEMUS T07NSHIP 
Grantee Gra.:ntor Date of Date of 
Transfer Instrument 
Section Number 1, Township 7, Range 22. 
p. -:1- James (ennedy, u.s. May 20 , 1892 Jan. 12, 1889 N.E. 
P. Andrew J.Lovelady u.s. Nov. 2 6 , 1892 Mar. 15, 1884 N. W. 
P. Ann White, U.S. Aug . 19 , 1890 Jan. 5 , 1889 S.E. 
P. Ola E. Ginther u.s. Sept . 2, 1896 July 6 , 1 8 96 ne & nw 
of s.w. 
P. George Hall u.s. Nov . 4 , 1935 Aug. 1, 1 889 se & SW 
of S. vV . 
Sec. 2, T. 7, R. 22 . 
P. Thos. G. Gardner u.s. Jul y 29, 1887 May 15, 1883 N. E. 
P. John 13ucher u.s. May 5, 1902 Aug . 8 , 1895 N. W. 
P. Frederick Mahurin u.s. April 7, 188 5 Dec . 20 , 1 884 nw & SW 
of S. E. 
F. R. Geo. Hall u.s. Jan . 10 , 1888 Dec . 16, 1887 ne & se 
of S. E. 
P. Frederick Mahur in u.s . Apr . 7, 1885 Dec. 20 , 1884 ne & se 
of s . r. 
P. Frederick Mahurin U.S. Nov. 4, 1907 Aug . 16, 1889 nw & SW 
of s .w. 
Sec. 3, T. 7, R. 22 . 
P. Nona B. Bl a ckburn Ks. Nov. 17, 1 913 Nov. 8, 1913 N. E. 
P. Geo. E. Hi gi nbotham u. s. Oct. 20 , 1 911 June 5 , 1891 nw & SW 
of N. W. 
P. .Anna Belle Fl ynn u.s . Oct. 24,? 1 911 Feb. 12, 1891 ne & se 
of N. \ • 
P. Pa t ent F . R. Final Record 
1 2 3 
P. L. D. Worcester u. s. Dec. 2 6 , 1888 June 1, 1886 S . E. 
P. L. R. v~ or ce s ter Ks . Oct. 9 ., 191 2 Sept 20 , 1899 se 
of S. V. 
P. L. R. Worc ester Ks. Aug . 9 , 1 913 Aug . 4 , 191 3 ne & nw 
& SW of s .w. 
Sec . 4 , T. 7 , R. 22 . 
P. Mi chael Mui"!) hy u. s . .1ar . 30 ., 1889 Sept 2 4 , 1 887 . E. 
P. Nancy M. Cook u.s . Nov . 30 , 1898 Aug . 9 , 1889 ne &·nw 
of N. W. 
P. J ohn T. villi ams u.s. Oc t . 30 , 1899 Mar . 10 , 1891 s e & sw 
of N. W. 
P. War ren T. Dudley u. s. Ap r' . 26 , 1911 J an . 12 , 1889 S . E. 
P. Leander II . Troutman US . May 23, 1893 J an . 1 4, 1888 nw & SW 
of s . w. 
P. J ohn 1r . 'Villiams u.s. Oct. 30 , 1899 Mar . 10 , 1 891 ne & se 
of s . ,J . 
Sec. 5, T. 7, R. 22. 
P. Jame s J . Hedden U. S. De . 6, 188 6 Dec. 20 ., 1884 nw & SW 
of N. E. 
P. Mary D. Hunt er u.s . Feb. 28 , 1 905 Aug . 24, 1891 ne & s e 
of N. E. 
P. J ame s J . Hedden u.s . Dec. 6, 1886 Dec. 20 , 1884 ne & se 
of N. W. 
P. Russell J . Richar ds U.S. Feb. 28 , 1 905 June 21, 1890 nw & SW 
of N.W. 
P. Mary D. Hunt er u.s. Feb. 28 ., 190 5 Aug . 24 , 1891 ne & mv 
of S . E. 
P. Le ander H. Tr OU t ma11 U. S • !fay 2 3, 1 893 J an . 1 4 , 1888 se & SW 
of S. E. 
F. R. Leander H. Tr out manu . s . Sept 22, 1886 Aug . 30 , 1886 nw & S W 
of s .w. 
P. John '1' Williams u. s . Oct. 30 , 1 899 r1:ar . 10 , 1891 ne & s e . 
of s . \' . 
Sec. 6 , T. 7, R. 22. 
P. Benj amen BroadbentU. S. Mar . 24, 1888 J an . 1 4 , 1888 N. E. 
P. Lewi s D. Broadbent U. S. Nov. 22, 1921 Mar . 4 , 1 890 N. W. 
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P. Leroy c. Li ook u.s. July 20, 1900 Jan. 27, 1900 S.E. 
P. Jobn T. Smi t h u.s. Nov. 17 , 1920 Dec . 31, 1890 s.w. 
Sec. 7, T. 7, R. 22. 
P. Paul VanWyck u . s . Nov. 14 , 1893 Ma r . 4 , 1890 N. E. 
P. Cynthia C. 
Broadbent u. s . ,:ar . 1 4 , 1 889 Dec . 29 , 1888 N. W. 
P. Heirs of 
Jame s Woods u . s . Mar. 9 , 1889 Jan. 12, 1889 S. E. 
P. Mary J. Smith U. S. Jan. 31 , 1896 Aug . 8 , 1895 s . w. 
Sec. 8 , T. 7, r . 22. 
P. Jrunes Latridge u . s . Apr. 15, 1889 Jan. 5, 1889 N. E. 
P. David B. Van Vyck u . s . Nov. 5, 1920 Nov. 1, 1890 N. W. 
F. R. Oct. 26, 1887 Oct. 24, 1887 
P. m. Tobie u . s . Mar . 14, 1 889 Jan. 5 , 1889 S.E . 
P. Abraham B. v·ood u . s . Dec . 23, 1887 June 29 , 1887 s . w. 
Sec. 9 , 'l1 . 7, R. 22. 
P. Stephen Van Vyck u.s. Apr. 26, 1911 Mar. 4 , 1890 mv & sw 
of N. E. 
P. John R. Latri dge u.s. Nov. 4, 1 901 May 5 , 1 899 N. W. 
P. R. Frank Richards u . s . Dec . 4 , 1890 Aug . 5, 1890 nw of 
S. E. 
P. ·v. T. Dudley u . s . Apr . 26, 1911 Mar . 1 5 , 1 884 ne & s e 
& S W of 
S. E. 
P. Elizabeth Kelsey u.s. Feb . 1 6 , 1887 June 1 4 , 1887 s . \" . 
Sec . 10, T . 7, R. 22. 
P. Leverett D. 
Morcester u . s . June 1 0 , 189 2 June 29 , 1891 N. E. 
P. Martha J. Worcesteru. s . Oct. 20 , 1890 Dec. 12, 1887 ne of 
N. W. 
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P. Daniel P. Davis u.s. Jan. 27, 1902 Mar. 1 5, 1884 se of 
N.W. 
Warranty, Amanda o. Gara 
Ann Spaulding & 
husband July 24 , 1885 July 9 , 1885 nw & sw 
of N. W. 
P. Hanson Well s U.S. Oct. 27, 1890 i: ay 16, 1888 S. E. 
P. Daniel P. Davis u.s. Jan. 27, 1902 Mar . 1 5, 1884 ne & se 
& SW of s.w. 
No Record nw 
Sec. 11, T. 7, R . 22 • 
P. Josephine CampbellU. S . Apr. 3, 1886 Mar. 15, 1884 N. E. 
formally Josephine Stonehocker 
Warrant y , Perry Stonehocker Al onzo Stonehocker :March 23, 1886 
(no Paten t secured to pr e sent date ) I/ ar ch 1 5 , 1886 N. W. 
P. Perry St one hocker u.s . Apr . 3, 1886 Dec. 20 , 1884 S . E. 
P. Perry Stone hocker u.s . July 5, 1888 Feb. 11, 1888 s.w. 
Sec. 19 , . 7, R . 21. 
P. Benj. Dawson u.s . June 21, 1889 J une 14 , 1889 N -i:;i • ...;.J . 
P. Hir am Francis u. s . Nov. 5, 1889 June 14, 1887 ne,nw & 
F . R. Aug . 2, 1884 July 29 , 1884 SW Of 
N. W. 
P. Alf red Greble s u.s. Jan . 9 , 1892 Aug . 8 ., 1890 se of 
F . R. ii.far . 27 , 1889 ~1'.ar. 2 , 1889 N. W. 
P. Gl ay Bradford u.s . July 30 , 1886 Dec. 20, 1884 S. E. 
P. Hiram Travis u.s . Nov. 5., 1889 June 14 , 1887 nw of 
F . R. Aug. 2, 1884 July 29 , 1884 s.w. 
P. Alfred Grebles u.s. Jan. 9 , 1892 Aug . 8 , 1890 ne,se, 
F . R. Mar. 27, 1889 Mar. 2, 1889 SW of s. w. 
Sec. 20 ., T . 7, R. 21. 
P. Thoman J. 
., McManimie u.s . June 22., 1896 Mar . 20 , 1895 N. E. 
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P. Lewis A. u.s . ug . 
Chamber l in 
I ., · 1918 June 1 4 , 1 887 N. W. 
P. Sil a s ' . Lee u.s . Nov. 11 , 1903 June 1 4 , 1887 S. E. 
F . . July 24, 1884 July 22, 1884 
P. Ernes t Taylor u.s . Apr . 23 , 1 910 Jan . 12 , 1889 s i i ... 
F. . May 28 , 1 887 May 17 , 1887 
Sec . 21 , T. 7, R. 21 . 
P. Daniel H. G- oodnow u. s. Oct . 24, 1903 Feb. 12 , 1891 N. E. 
P. Geo. w •. u.s. Apr. 28 , 1885 De c . 10, 1880 ne & nw 
Chamberlain of N. W. 
Apr . 28 , 1 885 Nov . 1, 1 880 se & SW 
of N. . 
P. Henry .:>rnith u. s . Mar. 7, 1890 Sept 24, 1887 S. E. 
P. Abby Cook u.s. Oct . 1 3 , 1891 Mar 4 , 1890 s .w. 
f ormally Abby : enyon 
F . R. Dec . 7, 1885 Oct . 6 , 1 885 
Sec . 22 , T . 7, 
P. Beverly Hern u.s . May 9, 1906 June 1 4 , 1 887 N. E. 
F. R. Mar. 9, 1886 Apr . 2 , 1885 
P. Jarnes P. Pomeroy Ks. Nov. 3, 1904 Oct . 26 , 1904 nw & SW 
of N. 11. 
P. J . A. Weaver I s . Aug . 21 , 1 912 June 28 , 1912 ne & se 
of N. W. 
P. Charle s Williams u.s. Apr. 4 , 1899 Dec. 12 , 1898 S. E. 
P. James P. Pomeroy Ks. Mar . 31, 1893 Niar . 23, 1 893 s . w. 
School Patent 
Se c . 23 , -T . 7 , R. 21. 
P. Charles ~illi ams u.s. Oct . 29, 1892 June 14, 1887 ne & mv 
F. R. r,. ar . 1 5, 1886 Apr . 3 , 1885 of N. E. 
P. Ellen J ohnson u. s. Lay 9, 1906 Sept 28 , 1889 se & SW 
F. R. Mar. 1 5 , 1886 Apr . 2, 1 885 of N. E. 
P. Thomas Johnson u.s . June 26, 1889 June 1 4 , 1887 ne, nw, 
F . R. July 24, 1885 Apr . 3 , 1885 se of 
S. E. 
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P. Henry Johnson u.s . June 12, 1 889 June 14, 1889 SW of 
F . R. Mar. 9 , 1 886 Apr. 3, 1885 S . E . 
P. Charles ·villia.ms u.s. Oct. 2 9 , 1 892 June 14, 1887 ne of 
F . R. Mar . 1 5 , 1886 Apr. 3 , 1885 N. V' . 
F . R. Si l a s Ivl . Lee u.s . Dec. 5, 1 902 ~r . 22, 1902 nw of s .w. 
P. Henr y J ohnson u.s . June 1 2 , 1889 June 1 4 , 1 889 s e o f s .w. 
Mar. 9 , 1886 Apr. 3, 1885 
F . R. ;:i ilas F .. Lee 'U . s . De c . 5 , 1 90 2 Apr. 22, 1 902 SW Of s.w. 
P. Ellen Johnson u. s . May 9 , 1 906 ~ep t.28 , 188 9 se of 
F . R. Ma r . 1 5 , 1 886 ~r . 2, 1885 N. W. 
-
F. R. Sil a s M. Lee u.s . De c. 5 , 1 902 ~r . 22, 1 902 nw of 
N.W. 
F . R. ~i l a s M. Lee u. s . Dec. 5, 1 902 Apr. 22 , 1 902 SW Of 
N.W. 
P. 'l'homas Johnson u. s . J une 26, 1889 June 14 , 1887 ne of 
F . R. J u l y 24 , 1885 Apr . 3, 1885 s .w. 
Sec. 24, T. 7, R. 21. 
P. Oliver Gurley u.s . J u l y 17 , 1888 Sept 17, 1887 N. E. 
P. Lounds Fr anks u.s . Aug . 28 , 1906 Mar . 4 , 1 890 ne of 
F . R. Feb. 4, 1889 Jan . 31 , 1 889 N. W. 
P. Cha r l e s Wi lliams u.s . Oct. 2 9 , 1892 June 1 4 , 1 887 nw of 
F . R. Mar. 15, 1886 Apr. 3 , 1 885 N.W. 
P. Lounds Frank s u.s . Aug . 28 , · 1 906 Mar . 4 , 1 890 se of 
F . R. Fe b . 4 , 1 889 Jan . 31, 1 889 N. VJ • 
P. Ellen Johnson u.s. Iv1 ay 9 , 1 906 Se p t. 28 ,1889 SW of 
F . R. Mar. 1 5 , 1 886 Apr. 12, 1 885 N.W. 
F . R. Marg a r et a t t u.s . May 1 3 , 1890 ~r . 2 6 , 1890 s .w. 
Se c . 2 5 , T . 7 , R. 21. 
P. Chaney Hall u. s . June 1 5 , 1903 J une 31, 1903 N. E . 
F . R. Apr . 3, 1902 Mai"'. 24 , 190 2 
F . R. Rich ard L. Latham u. s . Oct . 3 , 1 885 Fa r . 27 , 1 885 N. W. 
Copy of P. Apr . 10 , 1 899 June 1, 1 886 
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P. Peter Coleman u.s . Nov. 3, 1 887 June 1 4 , 1 887 S. E. 
F . R. Apr . 2 , 1 886 ~r . 2, 1885 
F . R. Mose s Vi rmns u.s. July 24, 1 884 Jul y 22, 1884 s.w. 
Copy of P. Apr 10 , 1 899 June 14, 1887 
Sec . 26 , T. 7, R. 21. 
P. Henry Johnson u. s . June 12, 1889 June 14 , 1887 ne & nw 
F. R. Mar. 9 , 1886 Apr. 3 , n o of N. E. 
" date 
P. Lewis E . Reed u. s . June 18 , 1 917 Feb . 9 , 1898 se & SW 
of N. E. 
P. F . l\ • Empson u.s . Jan. 8, 1900 Oct. 23, 189 4 S . E. 
P. James P. Pomer oy Ks . Tu ar. 31 , 1893 Mar. 23 , 1893 nw & SW 
Sch ool P. of N. W. 
P. Jacob Coleman Ks . Dec . 9 , 1 909 Nov. 24 , 1909 ne & se 
School P. of N.W. 
P. Lewis ilson Ks . Sept . 7, 1 88 6 Sept 1., 1886 ne & nw 
School P. of s . 1v. 
P. J ame s P. Pomeroy Ks . Iviar. 31 , 1 893 Mar . 23, 1 893 se & SW 
School P. of S . H. 
Sec . 27 , T. 7, R. 21. 
P. James P. Pomeroy Ks . J, ar. 31 , 1 893 1: ar. 23, 1893 N. E. 
School P. 
P. James P. Pomeroy Ks . J an . 1 6 ., 1905 Jan . 6 , 190 5 ne & se 
of N.W. 
P. J. A. Deprad Ks. Mar. 1 5 , 1909 liar . 9 , 1909 nw & sw 
of N. W. 
P. Mary Jane Sayers Ks. e>ept 26, 1887 Aug 8 , 1887 S. E. 
P. J ame s P. omeroy Ks. Apr . 1, 1904 Mar. 11, 190 4 ne & nw 
of s .w. 
P. \ri i l liam Sissal Ks . July 30, 1908 July 27 , 1908 se & SW 
of s .w. 
Sec. 28, T. 7, R. 21. 
P. Henry Bu ckner u.s . Sept 21, 1888 Sept 15 , 1888 N. E. 
F . R. Mar. 9, 1886 Oct . 6 , 1885 
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P. Jolm H. Deprad u.s. Oct. 17, 1887 June 14, 1887 S. E. 
F . R . June 14, 1 886 June 3, 1 884 
P. Charles H. King u.s. Jan. 19, 1888 Dec. 20 , 1884 N. W. 
P. Geo. E . Grebles u. s . Dec. 1 0 , 1892 Oct. 8 , 1892 s .w. 
F. R. Mar. 14, 1892 Mar . 11, 1892 
Sec. 29, '.1.' 7, .t( 21. . . 
P. Clifford Bradford u.s. June 29, 1889 July 21, 1888 N. E. 
F. R. June 3, 1 886 Aug . 20, 1885 
P. Willis Neal u.s. Apr . 14, 188 8 June 14., 1887 N. W. 
F . R. Mar . 10, 1886 Mar. 27., 1885 
P. Eldridg e Combs u. s . M:ay 5, 1885 Dec. 20 , 1 884 ne & se 
of S . E . 
P. Thornton VV illiams u.s. Mar. 13, 1 889 June 1 4 , 1887 nw & SW 
of S . E . 
P. Dudley --, . Miles u.s . Apr. 24., 1895 Dec. 5, 1890 s.w. 
Sec. 30 , m 7, R. 21. .L • 
P. John l eal U. S. July 11, 1 888 June 14, 1887 N. E. 
F.R. July 24, 1884 July 22 , 1884 
No Record N. W. 
P. Stephen Li l ly u.s . Oct. 7, 1891 July 21, 1888 S . E . 
F.R. Apr. 28, 1885 Apr. 2, 1885 
P. John Griffey u. s . i.iiay 1, 189 5 July 24, 1894 s. w. 
Later signe d Gri f fie 
Sec. 31, T. 7, R. 21. 
P. Jerry Scrugg s u.s. Aug . 9, 1897 Oct. 8 , 1 892 N. E. 
P. Wm. P. L. ockersmithU.S. Oct. 13, 1891 May 5, 1890 N • i/ . 
P. Henr y F ox u.s. Dec. 3, 1889 Sept 28, 1 889 S.E. 
F . R. Ap r . 17, 1 886 Aug . 25, 1 885 
P. Jrunes Griffie u.s. Sept.19 , 1 894 Feb. 8, 1892 s. w. 
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Sec. 32, T. 7, R. 21. 
P. El dridge Combe u. s . May 5 , 1 88 5 Dec. 20 , 1884 ne & se 
of N. E. 
P. Th or nton Williams u. s . Mar. 13 , 1889 June 14 , 1887 nw & SW 
of N. E. 
P. Austi n Smi t h u.s . Sep t 9, 1908 .8.pr . 1, 1907 N. W. 
P. George Tuc ker u. s . June 13, 1895 Mar. 12 , 1890 S. E . 
F . R. Mar . 28, 1889 Mar. 25, 1889 
P. Effie Scruggs u.s . J an. 21, 1909 Sept. 9, 1892 s .w. 
Se c. 33 , T 7 , H 21. . . 
P. Joseph w. Gr i ff i n u.s . Oct. 18, 1887 June 14 , 1887 N. E. 
F . R. J ul y 24, 1884 Jul y 22 , 1884 
P. Grave s Scruggs u. s . Jul y 7, 1897 Aug . 24 , 1891 N. W. 
F. R. Caroline u.s . May 25 , 1886 Mar. 27 , 1885 S. E. 
if a shing ton 
P. Jerry Scruggs u. s . Feb . 7 , 1912 June 14, 1887 s .w. 
F . R. July 24 , 1884 Jul y 22 , 1884 
Sec. 34 , T. 7 , .h 21. . 
P. David Johnson u. s. Nov . 21, 1887 June 14 , 1887 N. E. 
P . John Taylor u.s . Jan. 25 , 1893 Apr. 1, 1892 N. W. 
P. Ann Baston U. S . Apr. 27, 1889 June 1, 1886 s. E. 
P. Jarett Smith u. s . .t'1eb. 9, 188 June 14 , 1887 s.w. 
F . R. Aug . 5, 1886 Oct . 13, 1884 
Sec . 35, '.1.' 7, R. 21. . 
P. Jerry Alsop u.s . l\lar. 2, 1912 Aug . 6 , 1889 N. E. 
F . R. Apr. 22, 1887 Sept 22 , 1886 
P. Thomas J . u.s . Oct. 28 , 1895 Feb . 12 , 1891 N. W. 
F . R. Fletcher• Jun e 28 , 1888 J une 27, 1888 
P. Gorge Moore Ks. Apr. 4, 1903 flar. 30 , 1903 S . E. 
1 31 
P. John Vaughn u.s. May 23, 1912 July 21, 1888 s.w. 
F . R. Mar 11, 1887 Mar. 1 885 
(no date) 
Sec. 36, T. 7, - • 21. 
P. Francis P. Ks. May 23, 1 910 Apr . 28 , 1 910 N. E. 
Daniels 
P. El len Coleman Ks. Dec . 9 , 1909 Nov. 24, 1 909 nw of 
N. W. 
P. s . G. Wilson Ks. l\Car. 27, 1899 July 6, 1 891 se of 
N. 'i . 
No Record ne of 
N. W. 
No Re cord SW Of 
N. W. 
P. David Williamson Ks. Feb . 25 , 1 887 Feb. 21, 1 887 S. E. 
P. G. E . Sayers Ks. July 10 , 1918 July 8 , 1 918 s.w. 
175 , "Transfer Record of Ni codemus Township,u number 
A, Graham li ounty , Kansas , Hill City, rans as . 37-47 , _55-72 . 
APPENDIX D 
TRANSFER REC ORDS OF ORIGI NAL 
LOT OWN_ RS OF NI C0DETu US 
Gr an tee 
Block Number 1 
Trustees;Baptist Ch. 
Lots 1,2,3,4,5,and 6. 
Gran tor Date of 
Transfe r 
Date of 
I n strumen t 
Prob.Judge Jan.28 , 1887 Nov.30 , 1886 
A. N. Harper Prob. J udg e Nov. 4, 1 886 0ct.25, 1886 
Lots 7, 8 , 9 ,10 ,11 and 1 2 . 
Geo. A. Kreider 
Lot 13. 










Ch arles Burkholder 
Lot 19. 
Prob.Judg e Aug .22, 1 887 Jan. 9 , 1886 
Graham Co. Nov.11, 1920 Nov.11, 1920 
Sheriff 0ct.20, 1 945 Julyl3 , 1943 
Prob.Judg e Nov. 4, 1 8 86 Oc t.ls , 1886 
Sheriff 0ct.20, 1 945 July l3, 1943 
Graham Co. Apr.17, 1 907 Apr.17, 1907 
Prob.Judge 0ct.18 , 1887 0ct.17, 1 8 87 
James A. Campbell Prob .Judge Nov.22, 1 886 Nov.20, 1886 
Lots 20 ,21,22,23,and 24. 
Block Number 2 
A. N. Harper 
Lots 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8, 
9 ,10,11 and 12 
Prob.Judg e Nov. 4, 1886 Oct.25, 1 886 
Samuel Garland 
Lots 13 and 14. 
J. c. B. Lewis 
Lot 15. 
Mrs. A. Crow 
Lot 16. 
c.C.Crow 
Lots 17 and 18 , 
Earnest Taylor 
Lot 19 . 
Ed frl c Nul ty and 
E . E . Chi pman 
Lot 20 . 
John Vaughn 
Lots 21 a nd 22 . 
Clarissa More 
Lot 23. 
Frank ile y 
Lot 24. 




Nan cy J. Voodwar d 
Lots 4,5, and 21. 
James A. Campbell 
Lots 8 and 17. 
W. R. Hill 
Lots 9 and 10. 
Jennie Riley 




,Prob.Judge Dec. 8, 1886 Dec. 7, 1 886 
Prob .Judge Nov. 13, 1886 Nov.13, 1886 
Prob.Judge Nov.16, 1886 Nov.13, 1886 
Prob.Judg e Nov.16, 1886 Nov. 13, 1886 
Graham Co. Feb.14, 1907 Feb. 4, 1 907 
Prob. Judg e Dec . 6, 1 886 Dec. 2, 1886 
Prob . Judge Dec. 8 , 1886 Nov. 30 , 1886 
Graham Co. Oct. 3, 1908 Dec .13, 1 892 
Sheriff Oct.20 , 1 9 45 J ulyl3, 1943 
Prob.Judg e Nov. 4 , 1886 Oct.ls , 1 88 6 
Prob. Judge Nov. 4 , 1886 Oc t.18, 1886 
Prob. Judge Nov.22, 1886 Nov.20 , 1886 
Graham Co. Dec.19 , 1893 Aug •. , 7, 1893 
Graham Co. Aug .20 , 1921 Aug . 2,1921 
Prob.Judge Junel6, 1 887 Oc t.30,1886 
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B. P. Moreland Prob.Judge Dec. 1, 1886 Nov.30, 1 886 
Lot 19. 
Alson Woodward Prob.Judge Nov. 4, 1886 Oc t.18, 1886 
Lot 20. 
Hilha1 ... d Hawkins Prob. Judge Junel2, 1897 Nov.30 , 1896 
Lots 22,23 and 24. 
Block Number 4 
Nellie Woodward Prob. Judge Nov. 4, 1886 Oct.18, 1886 
Lots 1,2,3,4, 5 and 6 
Foster Williams Pr:ob. Jud ge Nov.16, 1886 Oct.25, 1886 
Lots 7, 8 , 9,10,15,16 and.17. 
Trustees, Baptist Ch. Prob.Judge Jan. 28 , 1887 Nov.30, 1886 
Lots 11,12,13 and 14. 
Elizabeth Scot t Prob. Judge Junel6, 1887 Oct.30, 1886 
Lots 18 and 19. 
M~ A. Warner Prob .Judge Feb.22, 1887 Jan. 5, 1886 
Lot 20 
s. G. Wilson Prob. Judge Dec. 7, 1886 Dec. 7, 1886 
Lots 21,22,23 and 24. 
Block Number 5 
Eliza Smith Prob.Judge Feb. 7, 1887 Dec.14, 1886 
Lots 1,2,3,4,5 and 6. 
s. P. Roundtree Prob.Judge Dec.11, 1886 Dec.10, 1886 
Lots 7,8, 9 ,10,11 and 12. 
George Moor e Prob.Judge lfov.25, 1886 Nov.25, 1886 
Lots 13 and 14. 
Henry Hawkins Prob.Judge Nov. 30, 1886 Nov.20 , 1886 
Lots 15 and 16 
Eliza Smith Prob.Judge Feb. 7, 1887 Dec .14, 1886 
Lots 17, 18, and 22. 
Samuel G. Wilson Prob.Judge Oct.18, 1887 Oct.17, 1887 
Lots 19 and 21 
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R. L, Latham Prob.Judge Dec . 1, 1886 Nov.30 , 1886 
Lot 20. 
Humphrey Moore Prob . Judge Dec . 1, 1886 Nov.30 , 1886 
Lots 23 and 24. 
Block Number 6 
Trustees, Baptist Ch. 
Lots 1 through 24. 
Prob . Judge Jan.28, 1887 Nov.30, 1886 
Block Number 7 
M. A. ') arner Prob.Judge Feb.22, 1887 Jan. 5, 1887 
Lots . l,2,3,4,5 and 6. 
Benevolent Society Prob.Judge Nov.lo, 1886 Nov.lo, 1886 
of Nicodemus 
Lots 7, 8 , 9,10,11 and 12 . 
Trustees, Baptist Ch . Prob.Judge Jan.28, 1 887 Nov.30 , 1886 
Lots 13,14,15,16,17,18 , 
19 , 20,21,22,23, and 24 
Block Number 8 
Alson Vi/ oodward Prob . J udge Nov. 4, 1886 Oct.18,1886 
Lots 1,2,3,4,5 and 6. 
Foster Williams Prob.Judge ov .16, 1886 Oct. 25, 1886 
Lots 7,8,9,10,11 and 12. 
J . C.Parish Proll. Judge Jan. 5, 1887 Jan. 5, 1887 
Lots 13, 14 and 15. 
J . c. Parish Prob . Judge Nov. 4, 1886 Oct.18 , 1886 
Lots 16,17 and ·l8. 
C. H. Newth Prob.Judge Nov. 1886 Oct . 18 , 1886 
Lots 19 ,20 ,21,22,23 and 24. 
Block Number 9 
Eliza Smith Pr ob . Judg e F eb . 7, 1887 Dec.14, 1886 
Lots 1 , 2,3,4,5 , 6, 9,10 , 
11 and 12 . 
136 
J arnes A. Campbell 
Lots 7 and 8. 
Prob.Judge Nov.22, 1886 Nov.20, 1886 
John B. Hawkins Prob.Judge Dec.23, 1886 Nov. 5, 1886 
Lots 13,14,15 and 16. 
George B. 'i~ oofter 
Lots 17,18 and 19. 
Prob.Judge Nov.15, 1886 Nov .15, 1886 
Trustees, Baptist ch . Prob.Judge 
Lots 20,21,22,23 and 24. 
J-an. 28 , 1887 Nov.30, 1886 
Block Numb er 10 
Jonas Iv oore Prob. Jud ge Apr.28, 1887 Nov.15, 1886 
Lots 1 and 2. 
Alson Woodward Prob.Judge Nov . 4, 1 886 Oct.18, 1886 
Lots 3 and 7. 
s. G. Wils on Prob.Judge Dec. 7, 1886 Dec . 7, 1886 
Lots 4 and 5. 
Moses Dabuey Prob.Judge Dec.24, 1886 Dec.24 , 1886 
Lot 6 . 
Lee Dored Prob.Judge Aug.20 , 1887 Jan. 8, 1887 
Lot 8. 
Samuel Garland Pr ob.Judge Dec. 8 , 1886 Dec. 7, 1886 
Lot 9. 
Allen Thomas Prob. Judge Nov. 9, 1886 Nov. 3, 1886 
Lots 10 and 11. 
c. H. J: ewth Prob. Judge Nov. 4, 1886 Oct.ls , 1886 
Lots 12 and 23 
Ki tty Scrug gs Prob. Judge Oct. 30, 1886 Oct.30 , 1886 
Lots 13 and 14 . 
Je f ferson Lindsey Prob. Judge Dec.11, 1886 Dec.11, 1886 
Lot 15. 
Leonard Scruggs Prob . Judge Oct . 30 , 1886 Oct. 30, 1886 
Lots 16 and 17 . 
B. P . Moreland Prob . Judge Dec. 1 , 1886 Nov.30 , 1886 
Lots 18 and 19. 
Eliza Smith 
Lots 20 and 22. 
John Welton 
Lot 24. 
Bl ock Number 11 
Lizzie Lord 
Lots 1 and 2 
R. L. Lathan 
Lots 3,14, and 15 
Frank Turner 
Lot 4 . 
Sanford Craig 
Lots 5 and 6. 
Grant Burnside 
Lot 7. 
C. H. ewth 
Lots 8 and 18. 
Orlin D. Hardi ng 
Lot 9. 
A. N. Harpe r 




Prob.Judge Feb. 7, 1887 Dec.14, 1886 
Prob.Judg e Nov.24, 1 886 Nov. 22 , 1886 
J.A. Weaver Oct.3, 1911 Sept20,19ll 
and wife 
Prob.Judge Dec. 1, 1886 Nov.30 , l 886 
Prob.Judg e Dec. 6, 1886 Nov .29 , 1 886 
Prob.Judge Dec. 6, 1886 Nov.29, 1886 
Prob.Judge Dec.14, 1886 De c .14, 1886 
Prob.Judge Nov. 4, 1 886 Oct.18 , 1886 
Pr ob. J udge Nov.24, 1886 Nov.23, 1886 
Prob. J ud ge Nov. 4 , 1886 Oct.25, 1886 
Z. T . Fletcher Sept.17,1887 Aug .19,1887 
W. R. Hill Graham Co. Dec.19 , 1893 Aug . 7, 1893 
Lots 11, 17 and 16. 
E . J. Donnell Prob.Judge Jan.14, 1887 Dec.14, 1886 
Lot 12. 
Lewis Allen Prob.Judge Apr. 9, 1 887 Jan. 5, 1887 
Lot 13, 
Foste r Williarns Prob.Judge Nov.16, 1886 Oct.25, 1 886 
Lot 19. 
The Benevolent .::i oc. Prob. Judge Nov .10 , 1886 Nov .10, 1886 
of Nicodemus 
Lots 20,21,22,23 and 24. 
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Block Number 12 
Eliza Smith Prob.Judge Feb. 7, 1887 Dec.14, 1886 
Lots 1 and 2. 
Jobn C. Parish . Prob. Judge Nov, 4, 1886 Oct. 18, 1886 
Lots 3, 21 and 22 . 
· Robert M. Chase Prob.Judge Feb.lo, 1887 Jan. 5, 1887 
Lot 4. 
H. c. Hawkins Pr ob. Judge Dec.23, 1886 Dec. 23, 1886 
Lot 5 . 
John R. Hawkins Prob.Judge Dec .23, 1886 Nov. 5, 1886 
Lots 6 and 7. 
s . P. Roundtree Prob.Judge Dec. 11, 1886 Dec.lo, 1886 
Lot 8. 
z. T. Fletcher Prob.Judge Dec. 1, 1886 Nov.29, 1886 
Lots 2, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
17, 18, 19 and 20. 
Chris tine White Prob. Judge Nov.26, 1886 Nov . 25, 1886 
Lots 15 and 16. 
T. J. Fletcher Prob.Judge Dec. 1, 1886 Nov . 29, 1886 
Lots 23 and 24. 
Block 13 
John Clark Prob.Judge Nov.16, 1886 Nov. 13, 1886 
Lots 1 and 2. 
John Clark Sheriff March 2, 1916 Apr. 29, 1902 
Lot 22. 
Phillip Hayden Prob.Judge March23, 1887 Dec.21, 1886 
Lots 3, 4 and 13. 
w. R. Hill Graham Co. Dec.19, 1893 Aug . 7, 1893 
Lots 5 and 16. 
s •. Warner Prob.Judge Nov.17, 1886 Nov.10, 1886 
Lots 7 and 8. 
George B. Woofter Prob'. Judge Nov.15, 1886 Nov.15, 1886 
Lots 9, and 10. 
' 
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J. c. Parish Prob.Judge Jan. 
Lot 11. 
5, 1887 Jan. 5, 1887 
z. T. Fletcher Prob.Judge Nov. 26 , 1886 Nov.24, 1886 
Lot 12. 
H. G. Fowler Prob.Judg e Dec. 6, 1886 · Nov.25, 1 88 6 
Lots 14, 15, 16 and 17. 
Jobn A. Gregg 
Lots 18,19,20 and 21. 
R. L. Latham 
Lots 23 and 24. 
Block Number 14 
c. H. Newth 
Lots 1,2,3,4,5 and 6. 
z. 'l ' . Fletcher 






Lots 13,14 and 15. 
s. G. vvi lson 
Lots 16,17,18,19,20,21, 
22,23 and 24. 
Block Number 15 
C. H. Newth · 
Lots 1 throug h 24. 
Block Number 16 
Schuyler· Warner 
Lo ts 1,2,3,4,5 and 6. 
Prob.Judge Dec. 6, 1886 Nov.25, 1886 
Prob. Judg e Dec. 1, 1 886 Nov . 30,1886 
Prob. J udg e Nov. 1886 Oct .ls , 1886 
Prob.Judg e June 16, 1887 Jan. 8, 1887 
Sherriff Oct. 4, 1944 Ivl a r .18 , 1944 
S . G. Wilson Mar.30, 1922 Mar.25, 1922 
Prob.Judge Feb.22, 1 887 Jan. 5, 1887 
Prob .Judg e Dec . 7, 1886 Dec. 7, 1886 
Prob.Judge Nov. 4, 1 886 Oct.18, 1886 
Prob.Judge Nov.17, 1886 Nov.lo, 1886 
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J.C. Par ish Prob.Judg e Jan. 5, 1887 Jan. 5, 1887 
Lots 7,8,9,10,11 a n d 12. 
Eliza Smith Prob.Judge Feb. 7, 1887 Dec.14, 1886 
Lots 13,14,15,16,17,18 , 
19,20,21,22,23 a nd 24. 
Block Number 17 
Schuzler Warner 





C. H. Newth 
Lots 5,6,7 and 8 . 
J. v. Flynn 
Lots 9 and 10. 
B. Vanluck 
Lots 11 and 12. 
George J. Babcock 
Lots 13 and 14. 
s. P. Roundtree 
Lots 15, and 16. 
z. T. Fletcher 
Lots 17 and 18. 
~. R. Hill 
Lot 19. 
s. G. Wilson 
Lots 20,21, and 24. 
c. H. Brown 
Lots 22 and 23. 
Prob . Jud g e Nov.17, 1886 Nov.lo , 1886 
Prob.Judge Mar.23, 1887 Dec.21, 1886 
Prob.Judge Jan. 5, 1 887 Jan. 5, 1887 
Prob.Judg e Nov. 4, 1 886 Oct.18 , 1886 
Prob . J u dge Dec. 1886 Dec. 1886 
Prob . Judg e Nov26, 1886 Nov.25, 1 886 
Prob. Judg e hl ay l 7 , 1887 Dec.19 , 1886 
Prob.Judge Dec.11, 1886 Dec. lo , 1886 
Prob. J udg e Junel6, 1887 Jan . a , 1887 
Gra..ham Co. Dec.19, 1893 Aug . 7, 1 8 93 
Prob.Judge Dec. 7, 1886 Dec. 7 , 1886 
Prob .Judg e Sept. 1889 Jan. 8, 1887 
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Block Number 18 
M. E . Hiclanan Graham Co. Feb.23, 1910 Feb.23, 1910 
Lo t 1. 
Al s on Yoodward Prob. J udge Nov . 4, 1886 Oct.18, 1886 
Lots 2 and 3 . 
John c. Parish Prof. Judge Nov . 4, 1886 Oc t.18, 1886 
Lot 4. 
Trustee s , Methodist Ch . Prob . Judge Iv ay 14 , 1887 Jan. 5, 1887 
Lot 5 . 
Foster Williams Prob . J u dge Nov . 16, 1886 Oct. 25 , 1886 
Lots 6 a nd 7. 
w. R. Hi l l Graham Co. Dec . 19, 1893 Aug . 7, 1893 
Lot s 8,9 , 22 and 23 . 
c. H. Newth Prob . Judge Nov. 4 , 1886 Oct.18 , 1886 
Lots 10 , 11 and 12. 
s. Lr Wilson Prob . Judge Dec . 7, 1886 Dec . 7, 1886 . 
Lots 13 ,14,19 , 20 an d 21. 
James A. Campbe l l Prob . Ju dge Nov. 22, 188 6 Nov.20 , 1886 
Lots 15 and 1 6 . 
z. T. Fletcher Prob . Judge De c. 1, 1886 Nov .29, 1886 
Lots 17 a nd 18 . 
Jef fers on Lindsay Prob . Judge Dec.11, 1886 Dec .11 , 1886 
Lot 24. 
Bl oc k Number 19 
z. T . Fletcher Prob . Judge Junel6, 1887 J an. 8, 1887 
Lots 1 , 2,3, 4 , 5 and 6 . 
s . G. Wilson Pr ob . Judge Dec . 7, 1886 Dec. 7 , 1886 
Lots 7 and 8 . 
Eliza Smith Prob . Ju dge Feb . 7, 1887 Dec.14, 1886 
Lots 9,10,11 and 12 . 
John c. Parish Prob. Judge Nov . 4 , 1886 Oct.18, 1886 
Lots 13 and 1 4 . 
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M. A. Warner Prob. Judge Feb.22, 1887 Jan. 5, 1887 
Lots 15 and 16. 
Foster Williams Prob.Judge Nov.16, 1886 Oct.25, 1886 
Lot 17. 
C. H. Newth Prob.Judge Nov. 4, 1 886 Oct.18 , 1886 
Lots 20 an d 21. 
Trustees of A. , .E. Ch. Prob.Judge Nov.26, 1886 Nov.25, 1886 
Lots 22,23 and 24. 
Block Number 20 
Eliza Smith Prob.Judge Feb. 7, 1887 Dec.14, 1886 
Lots 1 through 24. 
Block Number 21 
w. R. Hill Graham Co. Dec.19, 1893 Aug . 7, 1893 
Lots 1 through 12. 
The Benevolent Soc. Prob.Judge Nov.lo, 1886 Nov.lo, 1886 
of Nicodemus 
Lots 13 through 24. 
Block Number 22 
z. T. Fletcher Prob.Judge June 16, 1887 Jan. 8 , 1887 
Lots 1 through 12. 
C. H. Newth Prob.Judge Nov. 4, 1886 Oct.18, 1886 
Lots 13 t hrough 24. 
Block Number 23 
Trustees of Baptist Ch. Prob. Judge Jan.28 , 1887 Nov.30 , 1886 
Lotsl,2,3,4,5 and 6. 
John Taylor Prob.Judge Nov.26, 1886 Nov. 24, 1886 
Lot 7. 
c. H. Newth Prob.Judge Nov. 4, 1886 Oct.18, 1886 
Lots 8.,9,10,11 and 12. 
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Nellie Woodward Prob.Judge Nov. 4, 1 886 0ct.18 ,1886 
Foster Williams Prob.Judge Nov.16, 1886 00 t.25, 1886 Lots 1 6,17,18 and 19. 
Josie Sayers Sherriff Ma1'"'. 30 , 1944 Aug . 26, 1943 
Lot 20 . 
M. A. vVarner Prob. J udge Feb . 22, 1887 Jan . 5, 1887 
Lots 21,22,23 and 24. 
Block Number 24 
s. G. Wilson Prob.Judg e Dec. 7, 1886 Dec. 7, 1886 
Lo t s 1 thr ough 12, 23 and 24. 
z. T. Fletcher Prob . J udge J unel6, 1887 Jan. 8, 1887 
Lots 13 ,14,15 and 16. 
c. H. Newth Prob.Judge Nov. 4 , 1886 0ct .18, 1886 
Lots 17,18 ,19,21 an d 22 . 
Jennie Barbour Prob.Judge Dec. 1, 1886 Nov. 29 , 1886 
Lot 20 . 
Block Number 25 
Eliza Smith Prob.Judge Feb . 7 , 1887 Dec.14, 1886 
Lots 1,2, 3 ,4,5,6,7 and 8. 
James A. CaJ.pbell Prob. Judge Nov.22, 1886 Nov.20, 1886 
Lots 9 and 10. 
Nellie Woodward Prob.Judge Nov. 4, 1886 0ct.18, 1886 
Lots 11 and 12. 
M. A. Warner Prob .Judge Feb.22, 1 887 Jan. 5 , 1887 
Lots 13,14 and 15. 
Alson Woodward Prob. Judge Nov. 1886 0ct.18 , 1886 
Lots 16 and 17. 
Alson Woodward ElizaSmith J an. 4, 1887 Dec.31, 1886 
Lot 18. 
Trustees of F . M. Ch. Prob.Judge May 14, 1887 Jan. 5, 1887 
Lots 19,20,21,22,23 and 24. 
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B1ock Number 26 
Ze T. k' Prob . Judge Junel6, Jan. ·letcher 1887 8, 1887 
Lots 1, 8 ,9,10,11 and 12. 
John Anderson Prob. Judge Dec.15, 1886 Dec.12, 1886 
Lots 2 and 3. 
w. R. Hill Grah am Co. Dec.19 , 1893 Aug . 7, 1893 
Lots 4 and 5. 
The Benevolent ~oc. Nov.lo, 1886 Nov.lo , 1886 
of Nicodemus 
Lots 6 and . 7. 
Henry Garrett Prob.Jud ge Aug.20, 1887 Jan. 8 , 1887 
Lot 13. 
S . u. Wilson Prob.Judge Dec. 7, 188 6 Dec. 7, 1886 
Lots 14,15,18,19,20,21, 
22,23 ,24. 
Foster Williams Prob. J udg e Nov.16, 1806 Oct.13, 1886 
Lots 16 and 17. 
B1ock Number 27 
Jobn Anderson Prob.Judg e Dec.15 , 1886 Dec.12, 1886 
Lots 1,2, 3 ,4,5,6, 7 , 8 and 9. 
z. T. Fl e tcher 
Lots 10,11 and 12. 
c. H. ewth 
Lot s 13 throu gh 24. 
Block Number 28 
S • G • rii ls on 
Lots 1 through 24. 
Block Number 29 
W. R. Hill 
Lots 1,2,3,4,5 and 6. 
Prob. J udg e Junel6, 1887 Jan. 8 , 1 887 
Prob.Judge Nov. 4 , 1886 Oct.ls , 1886 
Prob.Judge Dec. 7, 1886 Dec. 7, 1886 
Graham Co. Dec.19 , 1893 Aug . 7, 1892 
Alson Woodward Prob.Judge Nov. 4, 1886 Oct.18, 1886 
Lots 7,8,9,10,11 and 12. 
c. H. ewth 
Lots 13 through 24. 
Bl ock Number 30. 
c. H. Yewth 
Lot s 1 t h rough 12. 
James A. Campbell 
Lot s 13, 14 and 15. 
s . G. Wilson 
Lot 16. 
Mabe l A. Newth 
Lots 17 through 24 • 
.olock Number 31 
Bob Lacy 
Lots 1,2,3 and 4. 
Z. T. Fletcher 
Lots 5,6,7 an d 8. 
J ohn C. Pari sh 
Lots 9,10 and 11. 
D. s . Garland 
Lot 12. 
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Prob.Judge Nov. 4, 1886 Oct.18 , 1886 
Prob.Jud ge Nov. 4, 1886 Oct.ls , 1886 
Prob.Ju dg e Nov.22, 1886 Nov.20 , 1886 
Prob.Judge Dec. 7, 1886 Dec. 7, 1886 
C.H. Newth Apr.24,189 6 Mar.24, 1 896 
Sheriff Aug. 4, 1944 Mar.18 , 1944 
Prob.Judge Junel6, 1887 Jan. B, 1887 
Prob . Judge 1 ov. 4 , 1886 Oct.18 , 1 886 
She riff June22, 1 944 Mar.18, 1944 
S. G. Wilson Prob .Judg e Dec. 7 , 1 886 Dec. 7, 1886 
Lots 13,14,15,16 ,17,19 through 24. 
Josep h Jones 
Lot 18. 
B1ock Number 32 
C. H. Newth 
Lots 1 through 12. 
Trustees Baptist Ch. 
Lots 13 and 14. 
S. P . l oundtree 
Lots 15 and 18. 
Prob.Judge Dec. 2, 1886 Dec. 2, 1886 
Prob.Judg e Nov. 4, 1886 Oct.18, 188 6 
Prob.Judg e Jan.28 , 1887 Nov.30, 1886 
Prob.Judge Dec.11, 1886 Dec.lo, 1886 
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The Benevolent Soc. Prob.Judge Nov.lo, 1886 Nov.lo, 1886 
of Iic odemus 
Lo t s 16 and 17. 
Trustees A. M. E . Church Prob . J udg e Nov.26 , 1886 Nov.2 5, 1886 
Lots 1 9 and 20 . 
B. Vanluck Prob. J udge Nov.26, 1886 Nov.25, 1886 
Lots 21,22 and 23. 
R. M. Burnside Prob .Judg e Dec.14 , 1886 Dec.14, 1886 
Lot 24. 
Bl ock Number 33 
S . G. v ilson 
Lots 1 through 24. 
Block Number 34 
Eliza Smith 
Lots 1 through 24. 
Block Number 35 
Simon P. Roundtree 
Lots 1 through 24. 
Block Number 36 
Eliza Smith 
Lots 1 through 24. 
Block Number 37 
s. G. Wilson 
Lots 1 through 12. 
Prob.Judg e Dec. 7, 1886 Dec. 7, 1886 
Prob.Judg e Feb. 7, 1887 Dec. 14, 1886 
Prob.Judge De~.11, 1886 Dec.lo, 1886 
Prob .Judge Feb. 7, 1887 Dec.14 , 1886 
Prob.Judge Dec. 7, 1886 Dec. 7, 1886 
A. N. Harper Prob.Judge Nov. 4, 1886 Oct. 25, 1886 
Lots 13,14,15,16,17 and 18. 
V. R. Hill Graham Co. Dec.19, 1893 Aug . 7, 1893 
Lots 19,20 ,21,22,23 and 24. 
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Block Number 38 
Mabel A. Newth Prob .Judge Nov. 4, 1886 Oct.18, 1886 
Lots 1 through 24. 
Block Number 39 
z. T. Fletcher Prob.Judge Junel6, 1887 Jan. 8, 1887 
Lo ts 1 through 24. 
Bloc k Number 40 
Joseph Jones Prob. Judge Dec. 2, 1886 Dec. 2, 1886 
Lots 1 through 24. 
Block °Jumber 41 
Nellie iVoodward Prob . Judge Nov. 4, 1 886 Oct .18, 1886 
Lots 1, 2 and 3. 
Foster Williams Prob .Judge Nov. 16, 1886 Oct. 25, 188 6 
Lots 4,5 and 6. 
s G. Vi lson Prob . Judge Dec . 7, 1886 Dec . 7, 1886 
Lots 7, 8 , 9,10,11 and 12. 
R. L. Latham Prob . Judge Dec . 1, 1886 Nov.30, 1886 
Lots 13, 14 and 15. 
Jefferson Lindsay Prob.Judge Dec.11, 1886 Dec.11, 1886 
Lot 16. 
C. H. Newth Prob. Judge Nov. 4 , 1886 Oc t .• 18, l8S6 
Lots 17 throu gh 24. 
Block Number 42 
Benevolent Society Prob. Judge Nov.10, 1886 Nov.10, 1886 
Lots 1,2,3 and 4 . 
liza Smith Prob.Judge Feb. 7, 1887 Dec.14, 1886 
Lots 5,6,7,8 and 9 . 
Margarette Allen A. G. Vanduval Jan.18 ,1887 Nov.15, 1887 
Lots 10,11 and 12. 
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S. P . Roundtree Prob.Judge Dec.11, 1 886 Dec.lo, 1886 
Lots 13,14,15,16,17,18 and 19. 
Jobn C. arish Prob.Judge Nov. 4, 1886 Oct.18 , 1886 
Lots 20 ,21, 22,23 and 24. 
Block Number 43 (only 12 lots in block 43) 
John R. Hawkins Prob. Judge Dec.23, 1886 June 9 , 1886 
Lots 1,2,3 and 4. 
W. R. Hill Graham Co. Dec.19 , 1893 Aug . 7, 1893 
Lots 5,6, and 7. 
Ge o. B. Wo ofter Prob.Judge Nov.15, 1886 Nov.15, 1886 
Lo ts 8 ,9,10,11 and 12. 
Block Number 44 
Mrs. A. Crow 
Lots land 2. 
Lucy Smith 
Lots 3 and 4. 
J. C. B. Lewis 
Lots 5 and 6. 
B. P . Moreland 
Lot 7. 
(only 12 lots in block 44) 
Prob.Judg e Nov.16, 1886 Nov.13, 1886 
Prob.Judg e Aug.21, 1901 Nov. 3, 1886 
Prob .Judge Nov.13, 1886 Nov.13, 1886 
Prob .Judg e Dec . 1, 1886 Nov.30, 188 6 
w. R. Hill Graham vo. Dec.19 , 1893 Aug. 7, 1893 
Lots 8 , 9 ,10,11 and 12. 
Block Numb er 45 
Eliza Smith 
Lots 1 through 12. 
Bloc k Number 4 6 
s. G. ~'ils on 
Lots 1 --·throug h 12. 
(only 12 lots in block 45) 
Prob.Judg e Feb. 7, 1887 Dec.14, 1886 
(only 12 lots in block 46) 
Prob.Judge De c. 7, 1886 Dec. 7, 1886 
Bl ock Number 47 
V. R. Hill 
Lot s 1 t hrough 12. 
Block Numb er 48 
C. H. Newth 
Lot s 1 through 12. 
Bl ock Number 49 
Z. T. Fletcher 
Lots 1 t hrough 12. 
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(only 12 lots in block 47) 
Graham Co. Dec.19., 1893 Aug . 7., 1893 
(only 1 2 lots in block 48 ) 
Prob .Judge Nov. 4., 1886 0ct.18 ., 1886 
(only 12 lots in block 49 ) 
Prob. Judge Junel6, 1887 Jan . 8 ., 1887 
176 "Transfer Record of Lots.," number A, City of 
Ni codemus., Graham County , Hill City., t ans as. 55-100 . 
AP PENDI X E 
NAMES OF BUSINESS MEN AlID THEIR OCCUPATIONS 
TAKEN FROM NIC ODEMUS NEWSPAPERS 
The Wester n Cyclone, IVI ay 13, 1886. 
C. H. Newth 
S. Garland 
Jonas Moore 
z. T. Fletcher 
Fletcher Brothers 
B. P. Moreland 
J. A. Weaver 
A.G. Tallman 
Charles A. Wilson 
s . G. Wilson 
May 20, 1886. 
Mrs. z. T. Fletcher 
Z. T. Fle t c he r 
J. W. Glazier and 
J . L. Dodge 
A. G. Tallman and 
Sam Garland 
June 3, 1886. 
Garland and 
Williamson 
Physician, dry good~, and groceries. 
Real Estate agent, and farm machinery. 
Stone l\liason. 
Notary Public, Land and Loan agent. 
St. Francis Hotel, and farm machinery. 
Harness I aker, and sh oe repair. 
Groceries. 
Loan Agent. 
Tonsorial r tist. 
Dry goo ds, groceries, sh oes and furniture. 
Millinery and dress making . 
Insurance Agent. 
Carpenters, contracting and bui lding. 
Cyclone Lan d agency , Real Estate. 
Farm Machinery. 
June 10, 1886 
Mrs. Z. T. Fletcher Hair Dresser. 
June 24, 1886. 
W. H. Cotton Lawyer. 
Sam Garland, Pres. Nicodemus Land Comp any . 
J, T. Young, Vice- Pres. 
W. H. Cotton, Sec. 
D. illiams, Treasurer. z. T. Fletcher and 
J.T. Young, Locators. 
July 15, 1886. 
Garland & Williamson Continental I nsurance Co. 
July 22, 1 886. 
W. H. Gatton 
August 12, 1 886. 
Mrs. Eliza Smith 
August 26, 188 6. 
C. H. ewth 
Money to loan on i mproved f arms . 
Gi bson Hous e (Boarding House). 
Druggist. 
Garland and Wi l liamson Loan Office. 
September 30, 188 6. 
H. s. Henr ie 
October 7, 1886. 
Foster ¥illiams 
Dry Goods, groc eries, and har dwar e. 
Groceries. 
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November 4, 1886. 
Sanford G. Crai g 
December 2, 1886. 
Henrie and Craig 
Decanber 30, 1886. 
A. L. Mc Phe r son 
January 13, 1887. 
Taylor and Barin 
John T . Young 
January 20, 1887. 
H. Hawkins 
w. E . Cotton 
February 10 , 1887. 
Lightfoot and 
Hawkins 
February 17, 1887. 
J. H. Rinehart 
February 24, 1887. 
J. M. Lewin 
March 3, 1887. 
James Gorze 
Meat Market. 
Dry goods, groceries, and etc. 
Cashie r' of Bank 
Banner Livery Stable, Route bet ween 
Ni codemus and Stockton. 
General herchandise. 
Barber an d Hairdresser. 
Notary Public. 
Law, land and loan. 
Druggist. 
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Pumps, windmills, and all farm impl ements. 
Meat Market. 
March 24, 1887. 
Moses Wims 
Young and Graven 
Ivar ch 31, 1 .887. 
Nettie J. Craig 
• 
lfarch 24, 1887. 
Lightfoot, Hawkins, 
and Hays . 
March 31, 1 887. 
J runes Buckmaster 
April 28, 1 887. 
J. B. Crowley 
May 12, 1887. 
W. C. Young 
r ay 26, 1887 . 
Mrs. Iv . A. \ arner 
G. vv_ Jone s and 
J. G. Lowrey 
R. T. Duncalf 
I. N. Owens 
July 15, 1887. 
Henrie and Bro. 
Draying and hauling. 
Dry goods, groceries and shoes. 
Vfoo denware. 
Teacher of Music. 
153 
The Western Land Co. Law, Land, Loan, 
and Investmen t agents. 
Plasterer and Stone " ason 
Grocerie s, Dry goods, Hardware, Ti nware , 
and Woodware. 
.b'urni ture Store. 
Millinery. 
Attorneys. 
Furni tur- e Store. 
Salesman for Furniture Store. 
Groceries and Dry Goods. 
July 22, 1887. 
Soverns and Hays 
T. w. Samples 
Williams and 
Duvell 
Sept . 23, 1 887. 
C. H. Burkholder 
Oct . 7 , 1887. 
s . E. Hays 
Oct. 14 , 1887. 
H. R. Cayton 
Druggist. 
Dry Uoods and Groceries. 
The Commereial House (ori gi nal l y 
the Gi bson House). 
Dry Goods and Grocer ies. 
People's Drug Stor e. 
Land and Loan Agent. 
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Nov. 25, 1887. 
Lewis Welton Nic odemus Feed and Sale Livery Stable. 
o. s . Talbott, Prop. 
J . A. Miller, Pharmacist Palla ce Drug Store. 
The Nicodemus Cyclone, Dec. 30 , 1887. 




Apr i l 27, 1887. 
H. s . Henrie 
Flour and Feed Dealer. 
Gene ral Merchandis e (Successor to 
H. S. Henrie). 
Dry Goods and Groceries. 
Fis her Hotel. 
June 8, 1888. 
Mrs. Charles Baxter Ice Cream and ~onfectionary ? olar. 
July 6, 1888 . 
N. M. McFarland 
April 2 0 , 1888 . 
Hays and Talbott 
Feb. 24, 1888. 
William Scott 
March 23, 1888 . 
A. N. Yo ung 
J une 1, 1888 . 
R. M. Burnsi des 
June 8 , 1888. 
J. E . Porter 
Aug. 1 0 , 1888. 
Jose ph Craven 
Sept. 7, 1888 . 
H. Hawkins 
Pr op. of F isher Hotel. 
Palace Drug Store. 
Black smi th a nd Wa g on Shop . 
City b lack s mit h sh op . 
Prop. of Palace Drug Store. 
Prop . of Yalace Drug Store. 
Restaurant and Confectionar y . 
Blue Front Re staurant. 
The Nicodemus Enterprise, Aug . 1 7 , 1887. 
Homer Charles Blacksmith, wa g on and repair sh op. 
--- H. R. Cayton Land and Loan Agent. 
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S. A. Boylan 
J.B. Lewis 
Oct. 12., 1887. 
J. H. Patterson 
Nov . 16., 1887. 
D. Williamson 
Aug . 17, 1887. 
Williams and 
Garland 
Oct. 19, 1887 . 
Mrs. E. Smith and 
H. H. Cayton 
Drugs, iviedicines and Paints . 
Barber Shop and Commercial Hotel. 
Land and Loan Agent. 





APPEAL OF THE FI RENDS OF THE NEGROES 
KAFSAS F?.EE0MAN1 S RELIEF ASSOCIATI ON 
To The Friends Of the Colored People: Topeka, Kan ., June 
2 6 , 1879. 
The directors of the Kans as Freedman's Relief Associa-
tion in view of the present situation, deem it proper 
to make public this address, and ask the frien ds of 
the colored people f or further aid in caring for the 
helpless and des t itute refugees. 
Tnis is a matter not local to our State, hut is one 
of National concern. It involves t he solution of a 
great Question, important alike to the people of the 
whole country, and if properly met will go very far 
to work a cure of the ills of thefi>eedrnan of the South. 
If we prove equal to t he occasion we can assist these 
people who are seeking homes in the North , and utilize 
their labor, those who r emain behind will discover a 
a kindlier feeling and better treatment in the South . 
In organizing this association, we were moved by t wo 
controlling motives t he first was one of humanity. Many 
of them were old an d decrepit, and many young and 
helpless, and with few exceptions were destitute. 
They were landed on the river banks by hundreds, in 
the chilly days of early spring, after a long and 
tedious journey, frau ght with hardships and pri-
vations. rlany were sick and dying f rom exposure, 
and many wer e suff ering f or food, clothing and 
medical assistance. The simplest dictates of 
humanity demand i mmediate and organized effort fo r 
their relief. 
Another incentive to meet t his emergency was to main-
tain the honored traditions of our State which had 
its conception and birth in a s t ruggle for freedom 
and equal rights for t he colored man. She has shed too 
much blood for this cause to now turn back from her 
soil these defenseless people fleeing from the land 
of oppression. 
We have not sought to stimulate or encourage their 
migration hither. We have always endeavored to place 
be~ore the colored people of the South the plain facts, 
hoping thus to properly restrai n an improvident hegira 
based upon delusive hopes and expectations. We have also 
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southt to impress upon them that other Western and 
Northern states posess equal advantages for homes for 
the laborring man. In brief, we have undertaken, so 
far as lives in our power, to provide for the destitute 
of these people, who come voluntarily among us, the 
common necessities of life, and to assist t hem in 
obtaining situations where they can earn a livelihood. 
We have made an effort to establish a colony about 
fi f ty miles west of this city in Wabaunces County. 
Finding that good land could be b ough t for $2.65 per 
acre, we are locating about thirty families of f orty 
acres each. This is University lands, one tenth to be 
paid down, and the balance in nineteen years at seven 
percent interest. We have furnished f or their use 
teams and some agricultural implements, built barracks 
to be used in common, a nd f urnished rations. We also 
agreed to make the first payment for them. Some 
ground has been broken and planting done, but it 
was too late to realize much this season . This is 
an experiment, and so far seams successful; but it 
requires more money than we anticipated. The ultimate 
success of this colony must depend upon future con-
tributions. The refugees have establi shed t hree other 
colonies-one in Graham,one in Hodgeman, and one in 
Morris County. The association is not responsible 
for these, but they will need assistance. 
This association has t en charge of, and aided 
more or less, about thre e thousand of these people 
and there are still here and on the way f rom 
St. Louis about four hundre d more. We have received 
money f rom all sources, $5,819 .70. We have expended 
and incur red obligations for the whole of this fund. 
A large quanity of clothing and blankets have been 
received, and we have a large lot of clothing now on 
hand. What we need is money with whi ch to obtain 
shelter, medieal assistance, and furnish transporta-
tion t o such places as will give them empl oyment. 
This we must have, or else relinquis h a.11 further 
efforts at organized assistance t o these refugees. 
The good people who have already so generously 
contributed to the cause, have our sincere thanks. 
All contribut i ons should be sent to Governor 
John P. St.John. 
John P.. St.John, President. 
John Francis, Treasurer. 
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P . I. Bonebrake, Audi tor. 
Albert H. Hor ton, Chief Jus t ic e . 
C. G. Foster, United States 
District Judge. 
James Smith , Secr et ary of State. 
J. C. Herbar d, Secretar y. 
Wi l lard Davis, At torney Gener al. 
N. C. McFarland, T. W. Hender son, and J . B. Jetmore, Board 
of Direc t ors . 
177 Andreas, .QE.• cit., p . 291-292 . 
APPENDIX G 
POOR MAN'S PARAD ISE 
Are you cont emplating a r emoval from your section t o 
some other local i ty? I f so, read carefully , cons ider 
and c-ome t o the Ferti le and Picturesque Sout h Solomon 
Valle y . 
The Town of Nicodemus is located on t he South f ork 
of t he Solomon river with a gentle slope t o t he sout h , 
half mile from the stream which of fers amp le water 
power to operat e a good 'flouring mill. To the wes t 
at a distance of half a ntlle i s the celebrated 
Spring Creek which travers es a portion of farmi ng 
lands unex celled in wester n Kansas. 
Good building stone can be had in abundance. 
The nearest tovm of any i mp ortance i s 12 mi l es 
away, giving Nicodemus t he undisputed control of 
trade f or a ·radi us of 10 ntl l e s. 
Knowing t hat the re ar e hundre ds of s ober 
industr ious people i n t he older s tate s , wh o after 
years of toil and privation have fai led t o accumulate 
more t han a cra..~ped home in a worthles s part of some 
city and feeling t ha t many would leave i f t hey onl y 
knew def i nitely c oncerning some particu l ar locali t y 
we c all your atten tion to Nicodemus and vi cinity . 
Your attention is called to Cheap Lands which may 
be had at f rom $3. t o $6. per a cre wit h ligh t i nt eres t 
and from 1 to 20 years t ime, and Town lots may be had 
f rom $5. t o $75. according to location and purpose . 
For further infofmation address-J. _E. Porter , Sec ' y . 
Nicodemus Immi gration Union, 
Nicodemus, Graham County , Kan sas. 
178 A hand bill found lying betvreen t he pages of 
The Nicodemus Cyclone, February 3, 1888, to be found in t he 
Kans a s Historical Archives. 
APPENDIX H 
FINAL RECEIPT FOR THE 
TOWN OF NICODEMUS 
Duplicate 
No. 4851 
Rece ived from 
Receivers Office at Kir win, Kansas. 
James Gordon probate judge of Graham Co ., Ks. 
for the benefit of the inhabitants of Nic ode-
mus Township of Graham Co., Kansas. 
the sum of One hundred ninety nine dollars and 70 cent s, being 
in full for the 
Pre. Oct. 1841 D. s . No. 6413 
NorthWest 
quarter of Section no • ...1_ in Township No. 8 south of Range 
no. 21 we s t, containing 
159 acres and -1§_ hundre ths at $1.25 per acre. 
199.70. R.R. Hays Receiver 
State of Kansas, Graham County, SS. 
This instrument was filed for record on the 14 day 
of June A.D. 1886, at .JL o'clock A. M. 
c. Fountain 
By Ellen F . Fountain Register of 
Deeds Deputy. 
179 From the Final Re ceipts, Book A, Graha..~ County, 
Kansas, Hill City, Kansas. 
APPENDIX I 
MEMBERSHIP FEE BLANK FOR THE 
NI C ODEI:VIUs· LAND C 01\llP ANY 
No • ••••••••••••••.•.•••••• 
State of Kansas 
Graham County, 
SS: 
This is to Certify, t hat ••.••••.. .. •••••••••••••••••••••••.• 
of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . County, State of ................ . 
has this day paid t he s um of five dollars, being the full 
amownt of membership Fees i n t he 
Nicodemus Town Con:pany of Graham Count y , Kansas, and 
that sai d ••••••••••••..••••••••••••••• is entitled to any 
vacant Town Lot on t he town site of Nicodemus , Graham County, 
Kansas, at the time said party arrive s at Nicodemus ; the said 
Nic odemus Town Compa y gi ving their obligation to make Title 
to said Lot as require d by l aw. And it i s further agreed 
that no Intoxicating Liquors shall b e sold on said lot within 
fi ve years from t his date. 
Dated at ••••••••••••••••• t his ••••• day of ••••••• 187 •••• 
Nicodemus Town Company 
Not Valid until countersigned by W. R. Hill, Gen'l Manager . 
180 Singleton, .2.E.• cit. Not fastened in book. 
